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Santa Cruz County Board of Education  

Regular Board Meeting 
Thursday July 18, 2019  

4:00 p.m.  
Board Room 

 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
 

Board Present 
 
Jane Royer Barr 
Rose Filicetti  
Sandra Nichols 
Abel Sanchez 
Bruce Van Allen 
Dana Sales (President) 
Faris Sabbah (Secretary) 

 
Staff Present 
 
Debi Bodenheimer 
Mary Hart 
Sage Leibenson 
 
Absent 
 
Sue Roth 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Superintendent Sabbah led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Agenda deletions and/or changes of sequence will be approved or the agenda will be approved as 
submitted.  
 
It was M.S.C. (Barr/Filicetti) to approve the agenda.  
 
Ayes:  Barr, Filicetti, Nichols, Sales, Sanchez, Van Allen 
Nays:  None  
Abstain: None  
Absent: Roth  

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None.  

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
5.0.1 Minutes of the Special Board Meeting of June 13, 2019  
5.0.2 Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of June 20, 2019  
 
Trustee Filicetti requested that her trustee report recorded within the June 20, 2019 minutes be 
amended to include more information to more accurately reflect her recent educational activities. 
President Sales requested further that the headings be edited to reflect that the June 20, 2019 meeting 
was a regular, rather than special.  
 
It was M.S.C. (Filicetti/Van Allen) to approve the consent agenda item 5.0.1 as submitted and item 
5.0.2 as amended.  
 
Ayes:  Barr, Filicetti, Nichols, Sales, Sanchez, Van Allen 
Nays:  None  
Abstain: None  
Absent: Roth 

 
5.1. DEFERRED CONSENT ITEMS (if required)  

 
None.  

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
None.  

 
7. REPORTS, DISCUSSIONS, AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
7.1. Strategic Plan 

 
Superintendent Sabbah presented the Board with a presentation on the final draft Santa Cruz 
COE’s new Strategic Plan. He highlighted how the Plan is structured, recapped the new 
COE”s new mission, vision, and values, and strategic priorities. He also introduced Debi 
Bodenheimer, new Associate Superintendent of Educational Services, to the Board. 
 
The Board had an opportunity to ask clarifying questions regarding the presentation.  

 



Santa Cruz County Board of Education 
Minutes, Regular Meeting 
July 18, 2019 
 

 
Trustee Barr commended Superintendent Sabbah and COE staff for their hard work on the 
plan.  

 
7.2. Your Future Is Our Business  

 
The Board received a riveting presentation on the success story of Your Future Is Our 
Business (YFIOB). The mission of YFIOB is to provide every Santa Cruz County student with 
opportunities to discover a fulfilling and successful career. YFIOB also brings schools and 
businesses together to support students in becoming Santa Cruz County’s next generation of 
workers and leaders.  
 
The Board had an opportunity to ask clarifying questions regarding the presentation.  
 
President Sales congratulated YFIOB for their continued growth and success.  

 
8. PUBLIC HEARINGS, NEW BUSINESS, AND ACTION ITEMS 

 
8.1. Adopt Resolution #19-12 in Support of Immigrant Students and Families  

 
Miriam Strombler, attorney and founding Childcare Safety Plan Coalition member, presented 
the Board with a short video and informational speech regarding the Childcare Safety Plan, 
which provides families with an easy-to-follow plan in the event that a child’s primary 
caretaker(s) are suddenly deported. 
 
The Board had an opportunity to ask clarifying questions regarding the Plan.  
 
The Board was asked to approve Resolution #19-12 confirming Santa Cruz County Office of 
Education’s commitment to providing equitable and accessible education to all learners, 
including immigrant students and their families.  

 
It was M.S.C. (Barr/Filicetti) to approve Resolution #19-12. 
 
Ayes:  Barr, Filicetti, Nichols, Sales, Sanchez, Van Allen 
Nays:  None  
Abstain: None  
Absent: Roth 

 
8.2. Adopt Resolution #19-13 to Maintain Trust and Safety for Local Immigrants 

 
Bruce Van Allen, Chair of the Community Outreach and Legislative Committee, asked the 
Board to approve Resolution #19-13 confirming Santa Cruz County Office of Education’s 
commitment to maintaining trust and safety for local immigrants.  
 
The Board had an opportunity to discuss the proposed resolution.  
 
At the meeting, the board amended the proposed Resolution to reflect the following changes 
within the last clauses: 
 
“​BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED​, that the County Superintendent of Schools or designee shall 
report to the County Board of Education, in a timely manner, any requests for information or 
access to a school site by an officer or employee of a law enforcement agency for the purpose 
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of enforcing the immigration laws. Such notification shall be provided in a manner that ensures 
the confidentiality and privacy of any potentially identifying information;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED​, that the County Board of Education and the County 
Superintendent of Schools declare that ICE raids in private homes, churches, schools, and 
service agencies may violate constitutional protections.” 
 
It was M.S.C. (Barr/Filicetti) to approve Resolution #19-13 as amended. 
 
Ayes:  Barr, Filicetti, Nichols, Sales, Sanchez, Van Allen 
Nays:  None  
Abstain: None  
Absent: Roth 
 

10. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 

County Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Faris M. Sabbah, provided an update on activities and matters 
of interest.  
 
Dr. Sabbah also presented the new COE and Santa Cruz County Cypress Charter High School’s 
newly released promotional videos to the Board. 

 
11. TRUSTEE REPORTS (3 minutes each) 
 

Trustee Filicetti attended the Capitol Advisors Budget Perspective Workshop, the Capitola-Soquel 
Chamber Networking Lunch celebrating local history, and the Community Outreach and Legislation 
Committee meeting to discuss changes in AB 1505 and a resolution “Reaffirming Trust and Safety for 
Local Immigrants” given recent news on ICE raids. 
 
Trustee Van Allen attended the Community Outreach and Legislative Committee meeting. 
 
Trustee Sanchez attended the 4th of July Parade in Watsonville, the Capitol Advisors Budget 
Perspective Workshop, and a meeting of the Charter Schools Subcommittee. 
 
Trustee Nichols attended the Aptos 4th of July Parade, a meeting of the Policy Subcommittee, and 
meeting of the Community Outreach and Legislative Committee.  
 
Trustee Barr attended a meeting of the Charter Schools Subcommittee.  

 
Trustee Sales attended 4th of July parades in both Watsonville and Aptos, a meeting of the Policy 
Subcommittee, a meeting of the Agenda Committee, and the Lights for Liberty event at the Watsonville 
Plaza.  
 

12. AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS/ACTIONS (if any)  
 

12.1 Community Outreach and Legislative Committee Update 
 

No further update.  
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13. ADDITIONS, IF ANY, TO FUTURE BOARD AGENDA ITEMS 

 
None.  

 
14. SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND COMING EVENTS  

 
Stuff The Bus: School Supply Collection Drive Stuff-A-Thon 
Kaiser Permanente Arena 
August 3, 2019 
140 Front St., Santa Cruz CA 95060 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 
Santa Cruz COE Administrative Kick Off  
Seascape Golf Club 
610 Clubhouse Drive  
Aptos, CA 95003 
August 7, 2019  
8:00 a.m. 

 
Regular Meeting of the Santa Cruz County Board of Education 
400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060  
August 15, 2019  
4:00 p.m.  

 
Regular Meeting of the Santa Cruz County Board of Education 
400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060  
September 19, 2019  
4:00 p.m.  

 
15. ADJOURNMENT  
 

The Board President adjourned the meeting at 6:11 p.m. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
  
Public Participation: 
  
All persons are encouraged to attend and, when appropriate, to participate in meetings of the Santa Cruz 
County Board of Education. If you wish to speak to an item on the agenda, please be present at the 
beginning of the meeting as any item, upon motion, may be moved to the beginning of the agenda.  Persons 
wishing to address the Board are asked to state their name for the record.  The president of the Board will 
establish a time limit of three (3) minutes, unless otherwise stated by the president, for comments from the 
public.  Consideration of all matters is conducted in open session except those relating to litigation, 
personnel and employee negotiations, which, by law, may be considered in closed session.  Expulsion 
appeal hearings are heard in closed session unless a request for hearing in open session is made by the 
appellant. 
  
Backup Documentation: 
  
Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to a majority of the governing board 
regarding an open session item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the County 
Office of Education, located 400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, during normal business hours. 
  
Translation Requests: 
  
Spanish language translation is available on an as-needed basis.  Please make advance arrangements with 
Sage Leibenson by telephone at (831) 466-5900  Traducciones del inglés al español y del español al inglés 
están disponibles en las sesiones de la mesa directiva.  Por favor haga arreglos por anticipado con Sage 
Leibenson por teléfono al numero (831) 466-5900. 
  
ADA Compliance: 
  
In compliance with Government Code section 54954.2 (a), The Santa Cruz County Office of Education will, 
on request, make this agenda available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as 
required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec 12132), and the 
federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.  Individuals who need this agenda in an 
alternative format or who need a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in 
the meeting should contact Sage Leibenson, Administrative Aide to the Superintendent, 400 Encinal St., 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060, (831) 466-5900. 

 

 


