Sample Letter to Families Following the Death of a Class Pet:

________________________________________________________

(DATE)

Dear Families,

I am writing with sadness to tell that (NAME OF PET) our class (TYPE OF PET), died yesterday. He died at the Animal Medical Center in the examining room. I was able to be with him, as was the veterinarian from the emergency room.

Here are some things that we will tell the children:

· (NAME OF PET) died from (CAUSE OF DEATH), which is an (DISEASE OR CONDITION). People cannot get this disease from animals.

· The veterinarian said it is almost impossible to notice any symptoms of this illness in time to treat it.

· (NAME OF PET) suffered no pain or discomfort.

· When an animal dies at the animal hospital, the doctors and their helpers bury the body.

· It is sad when pets die-teachers and children feel sad and miss them. (NAME OF PET) death may remind them of the deaths of loved ones or of pets.

We will tell the children after assembly tomorrow and invite them to participate in a discussion. They will also be invited to help create a (NAME OF PET) memory book in which they can contribute feelings about the loss of (NAME OF PET) or happy memories they have of him.

During the upcoming days, some children may speak often of (NAME OF PET), while others will be more reticent. Please share your child's response with us. We, of course, will share any school discussions with you, as well as our (NAME OF PET) memory book

Warmly,

(TEACHER'S NAME)

