
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 ⚈ Tel (831) 466-5900 ⚈ www.santacruzcoe.org

Mr. Ed Acosta ⚈ Ms. Alyssa Alto ⚈ Ms. Rose Filicetti ⚈ Ms. Sandra Nichols
Ms. Sue Roth ⚈ Mr. Abel Sanchez ⚈ Mr. Bruce Van Allen

Thursday February 17, 2022
Open Session 3:30PM

Held by Videoconference Only

NOTICE:

Consistent with AB 361, Government Code section 54953, and subsequent Board of Education action,
this meeting will be held remotely. Members of the public may access the meeting using the following
information:

https://santacruzcoe-org.zoom.us/j/82565750141

Or join by phone:
Phone Number: +1 (669) 900-6833

Meeting ID: # 825 6575 0141

AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM
Rose Filicetti (Chair), Ed Acosta, Alyssa Alto, Sandra Nichols, Sue Roth, Abel Sanchez, Bruce
Van Allen

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Superintendent Sabbah will lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Agenda deletions and/or changes of sequence will be approved or the agenda will be approved
as submitted.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT
This is an opportunity for the public to address the Committee regarding items not on the agenda.
To request to speak during public comment or on any item on the agenda, please complete this
form: http://sccoe.link/CountyCommittee. The Committee Chair will recognize any member of the
audience not previously placed on the agenda who wishes to speak on a matter directly related to
committee business. Each speaker, on any specific topic, may speak up three (3) minutes
unless otherwise limited or extended by the Chair. The Chair may allot time to those wishing to
speak but no action will be taken on matters presented (EDC § 35145.5). If appropriate, the
Chair, or any Member of the Committee, may direct that a matter be referred to the
Superintendent’s Office for placement on a future agenda.

5. CONSENT AGENDA
All items appearing on consent agenda are recommended actions which are considered to be
routine in nature and will be acted upon as one motion. Specific items may be removed for
separate consideration. Item(s) removed will be considered immediately following the consent
agenda motion as Deferred Consent Items.
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
Agenda
February 17, 2022

5.0.1 Minutes from the December 16, 2021 Meeting of the Santa Cruz County Committee on
School District Organization

5.1 DEFERRED CONSENT ITEMS (if required)
This item is placed on the agenda to address any items that might be pulled from Agenda
Item 5.0 for further discussion/consideration if so determined.

6. CORRESPONDENCE
Official correspondence received by the Committee is included herein.

7. INFORMATION

8. PUBLIC HEARING
Per Education Code § 5019, the Committee will conduct a public hearing to consider and
potentially adopt Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization Resolution
#22-01, Approving Trustee Areas for Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the
Governing Board of the Soquel Union Elementary School District in Accordance with the Trustee
Area Map Selected by the District’s Governing Board.

On January 19, 2022, the Soquel Union Elementary School District’s (“District”) Board of
Education (“District Board”) adopted Resolution # 12-2021-22: Resolution Initiating a Proposal to
the Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization for the Adoption of By-Trustee
Area Elections. On January 28, 2022, the resolution was submitted to the Santa Cruz County
Committee on School District Organization for review.

The County Committee will hold a public hearing to gather community input on the District
Board’s proposal. Thereafter, the County Committee will consider and potentially adopt Santa
Cruz County Committee on School District Organization Resolution #22-01 , Approving Trustee
Areas for Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the Governing Board of the Soquel
Union Elementary School District in Accordance with the Trustee Area Map Selected by the
District’s Governing Board.

Open, Conduct, &
Close Public Hearing: Rose Filicetti, Chair

9. ACTION ITEMS

9.1 Approval or Denial of Resolution #22-01 Implementation of By-Trustee Area
Elections for the Governing Board of the Soquel Union Elementary School District
in Accordance with the Trustee Area Map Selected by the District’s Governing
Board
The Committee will consider approving or denying Resolution #22-01 regarding the
Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the Governing Board of the Soquel
Union Elementary School District

Motion &
Roll Call Vote: Rose Filicetti, Chair
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
Agenda
February 17, 2022

10. ADJOURNMENT
The Committee Chair will adjourn the meeting.

PLEASE NOTE:

Public Participation:

All persons are encouraged to attend and, when appropriate, to participate in meetings of the Santa
Cruz County Committee on School District Organization. If you wish to speak to an item on the agenda,
please be present at the beginning of the meeting as any item, upon motion, may be moved to the
beginning of the agenda. Persons wishing to address the Committee are asked to state their name for
the record. The chair of the committee will establish a time limit of three (3) minutes, unless otherwise
stated by the chair, for comments from the public. Consideration of all matters is conducted in open
session except those relating to litigation, personnel and employee negotiations, which, by law, may be
considered in closed session.

Backup Documentation:

Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to a majority of the regarding an
open session item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the County Office of
Education, located 400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, during normal business hours.

Translation Requests:

Spanish language translation is available on an as-needed basis. Please make advance arrangements
with Verenise Valentin by telephone at (831) 466-5900 Traducciones del inglés al español y del español
al inglés están disponibles en las sesiones de la mesa directiva. Por favor haga arreglos por anticipado
con Verenise Valentin por teléfono al número (831) 466-5900.

ADA Compliance:

In compliance with Government Code section 54954.2 (a), The Santa Cruz County Office of Education
will, on request, make this agenda available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a
disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec
12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. Individuals who need
this agenda in an alternative format or who need a disability-related modification or accommodation in
order to participate in the meeting should contact Verenise Valentin, Administrative Aide to the
Superintendent, 400 Encinal St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060, (831) 466-5900.
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 ⚈ Tel (831) 466-5900 ⚈ www.santacruzcoe.org

Mr. Ed Acosta ⚈ Ms. Alyssa Alto ⚈ Ms. Rose Filicetti ⚈ Ms. Sandra Nichols
Ms. Sue Roth ⚈ Mr. Abel Sanchez ⚈ Mr. Bruce Van Allen

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE is hereby given that on Thursday February 17, 2022 at 3:30 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as the matter can be heard, via videoconference ONLY at the web address below.
The Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization will hold a public hearing to
review and discuss Soquel Union Elementary School District proposal to adopt a by-trustee
area election. This matter has been considered at a number of hearings at the district level.

This meeting will be hosted in a webinar format. No registration will be required. Use the
following link to join the meeting:

https://santacruzcoe-org.zoom.us/j/82565750141

Alternatively, join by phone using the following phone number at the time of the meeting:

Phone Number: +1 (669) 900-6833
Meeting ID: # 825 6575 0141

This is an opportunity for the public to address the Committee regarding items not on the agenda.
The Committee Chair will recognize any member of the audience not previously placed on the
agenda who wishes to speak on a matter directly related to school business. Members of the public
who wish to speak are asked to complete this form: http://sccoe.link/CountyCommittee. Comments
are limited to three (3) minutes, unless otherwise limited or extended by the Chair. (EDC §
35145.5).

To request further information about this public hearing, please contact Verenise Valentin,
Administrative Assistant to the County Superintendent of Schools, at the Santa Cruz County Office
of Education at (831) 466-5900 or vvalentin@santacruzcoe.org.
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization

AGENDA ITEM 5.0.1

Meeting Date: February 17, 2022 X Action Information

TO: Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization

FROM: Administration Department

SUBJECT: Minutes from the December 16, 2021 Meeting of the Santa Cruz County
Committee on School District Organization

BACKGROUND

Minutes from the December 16, 2021 Meeting of the Santa Cruz County Committee on School
District Organization

FUNDING IMPLICATIONS

None.

RECOMMENDATION

To approve the minutes.

Meeting Date: February 17, 2022 Agenda Item: #5.0.1
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 ⚈ Tel (831) 466-5900 ⚈ www.santacruzcoe.org

Mr. Ed Acosta ⚈ Ms. Alyssa Alto ⚈ Ms. Rose Filicetti ⚈ Ms. Sandra Nichols
Ms. Sue Roth ⚈ Mr. Abel Sanchez ⚈ Mr. Bruce Van Allen

Thursday December 16, 2021
Open Session 3:30PM

Held by Videoconference Only

UNAPPROVED MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM
Committee Members Present (via videoconference)
Alyssa Alto, Rose Filicetti, Sandra Nichols, Sue Roth, Abel Sanchez, Bruce Van Allen

Staff Present (via videoconference)
Faris Sabbah (Secretary), Debi Bodenheimer, Liann Reyes, Verenise Valentin

Absent
Ed Acosta

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Superintendent Sabbah led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented (Filicetti/Van Allen 6-0-1):

Ayes: Alto, Nichols, Roth, Sanchez, Van Allen, Filicetti
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Acosta

4. PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment requests were received.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
No correspondence was received.

6. INFORMATION

6.1 Review October 21, 2021 presentation by Cooperative Strategies, LLC, a
demographic consulting firm, regarding the current demographic population in the
territory of the Santa Cruz County Board of Education’s jurisdiction based on the
2020 U.S. Census
On October 21, 2021, Cooperative Strategies, LLC, a demographic consulting firm
experienced in redistricting issues and requirements, presented their analysis regarding
the current demographic population in the territory of the County Board of Education’s
jurisdiction, based on the official 2020 Census results, and the criteria of Education Code
section 1002 governing redistricting.
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
Minutes
December 16, 2021

Superintendent Sabbah and Liann Reyes, Deputy Superintendent-Business Services,
reviewed the information with the committee.

Trustees were given the opportunity to ask clarifying questions.

7. PUBLIC HEARING

7.1 Public Hearing – 2020 Census Redistricting Santa Cruz County Board of Education
The County Committee conducted a public hearing to gather public input regarding the
present trustee areas of the Santa Cruz County Board of Education and the population
changes in the County Board’s jurisdiction, as set forth in Cooperative Strategies’ study of
the 2020 Census results.

Committee Chair Roth opened the Public Hearing.

No public input was received.

Committee Chair Roth closed the Public Hearing.

8. ACTION ITEMS

8.1 Consideration and Approval of Resolution #21-01 to maintain the existing trustee
areas of the Santa Cruz County Board of Education
The County Committee considered approval of Resolution #21-01 to maintain the existing
trustee area boundaries of the Santa Cruz County Board of Education.

A motion was made to approve ​​Resolution #21-01 to maintain the existing trustee
areas of the Santa Cruz County Board of Education (Filicetti/Van Allen 6-0-1):

Ayes: Alto, Nichols, Roth, Sanchez, Van Allen, Filicetti
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Acosta

9. ADJOURNMENT
Committee Chair Roth adjourned the meeting at 3:52 p.m.
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
Minutes
December 16, 2021

PLEASE NOTE:

Public Participation:

All persons are encouraged to attend and, when appropriate, to participate in meetings of the Santa
Cruz County Committee on School District Organization. If you wish to speak to an item on the agenda,
please be present at the beginning of the meeting as any item, upon motion, may be moved to the
beginning of the agenda. Persons wishing to address the Committee are asked to state their name for
the record. The chair of the committee will establish a time limit of three (3) minutes, unless otherwise
stated by the chair, for comments from the public. Consideration of all matters is conducted in open
session except those relating to litigation, personnel and employee negotiations, which, by law, may be
considered in closed session.

Backup Documentation:

Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to a majority of the regarding an
open session item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the County Office of
Education, located 400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, during normal business hours.

Translation Requests:

Spanish language translation is available on an as-needed basis. Please make advance arrangements
with Verenise Valentin by telephone at (831) 466-5900 Traducciones del inglés al español y del español
al inglés están disponibles en las sesiones de la mesa directiva. Por favor haga arreglos por anticipado
con Verenise Valentin por teléfono al número (831) 466-5900.

ADA Compliance:

In compliance with Government Code section 54954.2 (a), The Santa Cruz County Office of Education
will, on request, make this agenda available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a
disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec
12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. Individuals who need
this agenda in an alternative format or who need a disability-related modification or accommodation in
order to participate in the meeting should contact Verenise Valentin, Administrative Aide to the
Superintendent, 400 Encinal St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060, (831) 466-5900.
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization

AGENDA ITEM 7.0

Meeting Date: February 17, 2022 Action X Information

TO: Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization

FROM: Dr. Faris Sabbah, County Superintendent of Schools

SUBJECT: Information

BACKGROUND

On January 19, 2022, the Soquel Union Elementary School District’s (“District”) Board of
Education (“District Board”) adopted Resolution # 12-2021-22: Resolution Initiating a Proposal
to the Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization for the Adoption of
By-Trustee Area Elections. On January 28, 2022, the resolution was submitted to the Santa
Cruz County Committee on School District Organization for review.

The County Committee will hold a public hearing to gather community input on the District
Board’s proposal. Thereafter, the County Committee will consider and potentially adopt Santa
Cruz County Committee on School District Organization Resolution #22-01 , Approving Trustee
Areas for Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the Governing Board of the Soquel
Union Elementary School District in Accordance with the Trustee Area Map Selected by the
District’s Governing Board.

FUNDING IMPLICATIONS

Included herein.

RECOMMENDATION

To receive the information.

Meeting Date: February 17, 2022 Agenda Item: #7
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
Mr. Ed Acosta
Ms. Alyssa Alto
Ms. Rose Filicetti
Ms. Sandra Nichols
Ms. Sue Roth
Mr. Abel Sanchez
Mr. Bruce Van Allen

400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 ⬩ Tel (831) 466-5600 ⬩ Fax (831) 466-5607 ⬩ www.santacruzcoe.org

MEMORANDUM

Date: February 9, 2022

To: Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization

From: Dr. Faris Sabbah, Superintendent, Santa Cruz County Office of Education

RE: Review of Petition by the Soquel Union Elementary School District to Implement

By-Trustee Area Elections

Pursuant to Education Code section 5019, subdivision (c)(1), the Soquel Union Elementary School
District (“District”) has adopted a resolution initiating a proposal to the Santa Cruz County
Committee on School District Organization (“County Committee”) to transition from an at-large
election system to a by-trustee area election system. Education Code section 5019 grants the
County Committee the authority either to approve or reject a school district’s plan to establish
by-trustee area elections. The scope of the County Committee’s role with respect to trustee areas is
set forth in Education Code sections 5019, 5020, and 5030. Below is a detailed summary of the
County Committee’s role and the applicable procedures.

I. Legal Authority for County Committee’s Role

A by-trustee area election system is one in which each District board member must reside within a
designated trustee-area boundary and be elected only by the registered voters residing within that
trustee-area. There are three different methods by which the County Committee may establish a
by-trustee area election system in a school district: (1) initiation by the County Committee on
School District Organization, (2) initiation by petition of the electorate; and (3) initiation by
resolution of the governing board of the school district. (Ed. Code, § 5019, subd. (c)(1).)

Here, the District has initiated the process by adopting Resolution No. 12-2021-22, which it
enclosed to a January 28, 2022, letter addressed to the Santa Cruz County Superintendent and
Office of Education, a copy of which is attached to this memorandum. Resolution No. 12-202-22
sets forth the District’s request to move to by-trustee area elections and to utilize a preferred
trustee-area map, described as the “Trustee Areas-Conceptual Scenario #1,” as well as identifying
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the District’s preferred election sequence. The Resolution also requests the County Committee’s
approval of the Board’s plan to transition to by-trustee area elections starting with the November
2022 governing board election. The letter describes the District’s step-by-step process in
transitioning from an at-large election system to a by-trustee area election system. The letter and its
enclosures also describe the public outreach efforts made by the District in order to keep the public
informed and engaged throughout the process.

Now that it has received Resolution No. 12-2021-22 from the District, the County Committee must
(1) hold one public hearing in the District to gather public input on the matter, and (2) at the end of
that hearing, take action either to approve or reject the District’s request. (Ed. Code, § 5019, subd.
(c).) If the County Committee approves the establishment of by-trustee area elections in the
District, the resolution adopted by the County Committee takes effect and governs District Board
elections occurring at least 125 days after the adoption of the resolution. (Ed. Code, § 5020, subd.
(a).) Effective January 1, 2022, the County Superintendent no longer needs to call for an election
on the school district’s plan to transition to a by-trustee area election system. (Id.)

The County Committee’s role with respect to a school district’s plan to establish by-trustee areas is
relatively narrow in that it is generally limited to a single decision: whether to approve or reject the
District’s plan to implement a by-trustee area election system. At the petition review hearing, the
County Committee will have before it two resolutions: one approving the trustee areas proposed by
the District and one disapproving the trustee areas. The County Committee will adopt one of the
two resolutions based on its review of the District’s plan.

In making this decision, County Committee members should analyze: (1) whether the District’s
preferred trustee area map comports with all applicable legal requirements; and (2) whether the
District complied with the statutory process required in order to establish by-trustee area elections.
The legal requirements and the District’s specific process are described in detail below.

II. Legal Requirements of Trustee Area Map

The County Committee may vote to approve or disapprove the District’s plan to transition to a
by-trustee area election system on the grounds that the District’s proposed trustee-area map does or
does not comply with applicable requirements set forth in state and federal law. There are certain
legally mandated criteria that the demographer must comply with when drawing trustee-area maps.
The mandatory criteria are detailed as follows:

1. Each trustee-area must satisfy the “one-person one-vote rule.” (Reynolds v. Sims (1964)
377 U.S. 533.) This means that each election district must be relatively equal in population
to ensure that each vote is relatively equivalent. (Id.)
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2. The boundaries of the trustee-area cannot be gerrymandered in violation of the principles
established by the United States Supreme Court in Shaw v. Reno (1993) 509 U.S. 630.

3. The boundaries of the trustee-areas shall be established so that the trustee-areas do not
result in a denial or abridgment of the right of any citizen to vote on account of race or
color as provided in Section 2 of the federal Voting Rights Act. (52 U.S.C., §§ 10101, et
seq.)

There are also certain optional criteria that school districts and other political subdivisions can
direct the demographer to consider (compact and contiguous trustee-area boundaries, trustee- areas
that keep communities of interest together, trustee-areas that take visible features such as
topography and geography into account, etc.). Due to the technical nature of the analysis required
to make a determination regarding the map’s compliance with legally mandated criteria, county
committees generally rely on the information and representation of the expert demographers in
making the decision to approve or deny the school districts’ proposals. The District hired a
demographer, Cooperative Strategies, to draft the proposed trustee area maps and to assist with
formation of maps that would comply with the law. The District has confirmed that its
demographer will be available at the County Committee hearing to respond to any questions or
concerns with respect to the proposed map.

III. District’s Compliance with Statutory Requirements

Before a school district can initiate the process of establishing trustee areas by adopting a
resolution and submitting it to the County Committee, it must take specific actions, as outlined in
Elections Code section 10010.

1. The district must hold at least two (2) public hearings, over a period of no more than thirty
(30) days, to gather community input on the composition of the trustee area maps before
drafting the maps. (Elec. Code, § 10010 subd. (a)(1).)

The District in the instant case has indicated that, on October 6 and October 20, 2021, it
held the required number of public hearings during the required periods to gather
community input.

2. The district must then publish at least one proposed trustee area map and hold at least two
additional public hearings over a period of no more than forty-five (45) days to obtain
public input regarding the content of the proposed maps and sequence of elections. (Elec.
Code, § 10010 subd. (a)(2).) The first version of a draft map must be published at least
seven (7) days prior to its consideration at a public hearing. (Id.). The district must also
publish the proposed sequence of elections. (Id.)
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The District has indicated that it published four draft map options with election sequences
on November 10, 2021, at least seven (7) days prior to the November 17, 2021, public
hearing at which the maps were first considered. The District has further indicated that, on
November 17 and December 15, 2021, it held the required number of public hearings
during the required periods to obtain public input regarding the content of the proposed
maps and sequence of elections.

In connection with this process, the District also has indicated that it provided its
community with various opportunities to provide input regarding the proposed trustee-area
maps. These public outreach efforts are described in detail in the District’s January 28,
2022, letter.

After carrying out all of the foregoing statutory requirements, the school district must then hold
another public hearing at which it may formally adopt the resolution initiating the request to seek
approval from the county committee on school district organization to establish by-trustee area
elections. (Elec. Code, §10010, subd. (a).) Following a public hearing held on January 19, 2022,
the District’s governing board adopted Resolution No. 12-2021-22, thereby initiating the present
request to the County Committee to approve the District’s establishment of by-trustee area
elections. or concerns with respect to the proposed map.

A review of the actions taken by the District indicates that it has complied with the statutory
requirements set forth in Elections Code section 10010.

IV. Election Sequence

The District’s Resolution No. 12-2021-22 states that the District will hold by-trustee area elections
in proposed Trustee Areas 3 and 4 in November 2022 and proposed Areas 1, 2, and 5 in November
2024.

V. Conclusion

Based on the information submitted by the District, it is believed that the proposed trustee-area
map, the proposed election sequence, and the public input process followed by the District are
legally sufficient.

Attachments: January 28, 2002, Correspondence from Scott Turnbull, Superintendent, Soquel
Union Elementary School District to Dr. Faris Sabbah, Committee Secretary, Santa
Cruz County Office of Education, and accompanying materials from School District
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District By-Trustee Area Elections 
January 28, 2022 – Agenda 

 Attachment A 
164-Pages Total 

Soquel Union Elementary School District Community Engagement & Communication Actions for Transition to 
Trustee-Area Elections 

Date Message Detail
10/16/2019 The Board Adopted Resolution 

No. 7-2019-20, signaling its intent 
to transition to by-trustee area 
elections upon the release of the 
2020 Federal Census data. 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees, October 16, 2019 
agenda. 
Resolution No. 7-2019-20 approved during the meeting. Attached: 
Agenda and Resolution 

10/06/2021 Public Hearing: 
SUESD posted a Notice of Public 
Hearing to gather public input 
regarding the potential 
composition of trustee are 
boundaries. 
Notice of October 6, 2021 to 
consider adoption of re-intent 
Resolution affirming Board’s 
intent to begin transition to By- 
Trustee Area Elections. 

Public Hearing Notice: Posted on website, in school office windows 
and in the District Office glass window box. 
Public invited to participate and make comments during the public 
hearing in-person, or view the meeting using the District’s live- 
stream on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/45-CuRnJcWY 
Presentation regarding the California Voting Rights Act and the 
process to transition to By-Trustee Area elections. 
Presentation regarding the process Demographer undertakes in 
drawing potential Trustee Area boundaries. Resolution No. 10- 
2021-22 Resolution to re-initiate a transition to a By-Trustee Area 
election system commencing with the 2022 Governing Board 
Election: Attached: Agenda, Lozano Smith, Attorneys At Law 
presentation, Cooperative Strategies, Demographer presentation and 
Resolution No. 10-2021-22. 

10/14/2021 Posted to the Soquel Union 
Elementary School District 
FACEBOOK Group: 
October 14, 2021 
Information regarding the 
California Voting Rights Act 
(CVRA). 

Superintendent Turnbull posted to the SUESD FACEBOOK page 
the following message: 
Dear SUESD Parents and Families, 
Our school board is considering the transition from at-large 
elections to district-based (by-trustee area) elections. This transition 
is being considered in relation to the California Voting Rights Act 
(CVRA). The thrust of the act is to ensure the most equitable 
elections possible. This is important work and I want to make sure 
that it does not fly under the radar so I am bringing it to your 
attention here. 

10/20/2021 Public Hearing: 
SUESD posted a Notice of Public 
Hearing to gather public input 
regarding the potential 
composition of trustee area 
boundaries. 

Public Hearing Notice: Posted on website, in school office windows 
and in the District Office glass window box. 
Public invited to participate and make comments during the public 
hearing in-person, or view the meeting using the District’s live- 
stream on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/8YzJPbiWdwM 
Information item regarding election of Board Members; Second 
Hearing regarding potential composition of Trustee Areas prior to 
drawing of Maps, pursuant to Elections Code Section 10010, 
Subdivision(a)(1). Attached: Agenda, Public Hearing Notice, 
Cooperative Strategies, Demographer presentation. 
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11/2021 Article Published in the Capitola/ 
Soquel Times Newspaper. 

 Posted Article on page 30 of the Capitola/ Soquel Times 
Newspaper.  The title of the article: 
Change Coming to School Board Elections 
Five Areas to be Created to Comply with Voting Rights Act 

 

11/17/2021 Public Hearing: 
SUESD posted a Notice of Public 
Hearing to gather public input 
regarding the potential 
composition of trustee area 
boundaries. 

 First Public Hearing regarding proposed composition of Trustee 
Areas, pursuant to Elections Code Section 10010, Subdivision(a)(2). 
Public Hearing Notice: Posted on website, in school office windows 
and in the District Office glass window box. 
Public invited to participate and make comments during the public 
hearing in-person, or view the meeting using the District’s live- 
stream on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/GHbAQoWFSto 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Attached: Agenda, Public Hearing Notice, Cooperative Strategies, 
Demographer presentation. 

 

11/24/2021 Article Published in the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel Newspaper. 
Section: Coast Lines 

Soquel 

 Posted Article on page .A04 of the Santa Cruz Sentinel Newspaper. 
Section: Coast Lines, Soquel 
The title of the article: 
District Seeks Input on Trustee- Area Votes 

 

12/01/2021 SUESD Map Input Session: 
CVRA 
Virtual Meeting 
6:30 pm 
English and in Spanish 

 Interested community members could join a Zoom link to find out 
all the information, including four different scenario maps up for 
consideration, on the CVRA website: 
https://www.suesd.org/cvra 

 

  

12/06/2021 Posted to the Soquel Union 
Elementary School District 
FACEBOOK Group: 
December 6, 2021 
Information regarding the 
California Voting Rights Act 
(CVRA). 

 Superintendent Turnbull posted to the SUESD FACEBOOK page 
the following message: 
We will be holding another virtual input session regarding our map 
scenarios for the transition from general school board elections to 
trustee-area elections. This virtual meeting will take place on 
Monday, December 13, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. All of the information 
can be accessed here…. 
Llevaremos a cabo otra sesion virtual de aportes con respect a 
nuestros escenarios de mapas para la transicion de las elecciones 
generals de la junta escolar a las el…. 

 

12/13/2021 SUESD Map Input Session #2: 
CVRA 
Virtual Meeting 
6:30 pm 
English and in Spanish 

 Interested community members could join a Zoom link to find 
out all the information, including four different scenario maps up 
for consideration, on the CVRA website: 
https://www.suesd.org/cvra 
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12/15/2021 Public Hearing: 
SUESD posted a Notice of Public 
Hearing on the proposed maps and 
select a preferred trustee area 
boundary map and election 
sequencing schedule. 

 Second Public Hearing regarding proposed composition of Trustee 
Areas, pursuant to Elections Code Section 10010, Subdivision(a)(2). 
Public Hearing Notice: Posted on website, in school office windows 
and in the District Office glass window box. 
Public invited to participate and make comments during the public 
hearing in-person, or view the meeting using the District’s live- 
stream on the following link: 
https://youtu.be/W4gMW-LxXns 

 

Attached: Agenda, Public Hearing Notice, Cooperative Strategies, 
Demographer presentation. 

 

01/19/2022 Public Hearing: 
SUESD posted a Notice of Public 
Hearing on the proposed maps and 
select a preferred trustee area 
boundary map and election 
sequencing schedule. 

 Final Public Hearing on the proposed maps and select a preferred 
trustee area boundary map and election sequencing schedule. 
Public invited to participate and make comments during the public 
hearing virtual by using Zoom link: 
https://suesd-org.zoom.us/j/84668617663 
The virtual board meeting was view by using the District’s live- 
stream on the following link: 
https://youtu.be?2sj3lx-0hYg 
Attached: Agenda, Public Hearing Notice, Cooperative Strategies, 
the Demographer presentation, and the items listed below. 
Action Items on the Board Agenda for January 19, 2022: 

• Consider Adopting Trustee Area Map Related to 
Transition to By-Trustee Area Elections- Map Scenario 1 
selected- copy attached. 

• Consider Adoption of Sequencing Schedule Related to 
Transition to By-Trustee Area Elections- Conceptual 
Trustee Areas- Scenario 1 selected with Option 2- copy 
attached. 

• Consider Adopting Resolution Initializing a Proposal to 
the Santa Cruz County Committee on School District 
Organization for the Adoption of By-Trustee Area 
Elections- Resolution No. 12-2021-22 attached. 

Resolution Initiating a Proposal to the Santa Cruz County 
Committee on School District Organization for the Adoption of By- 
Trustee Area Elections. 
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization

AGENDA ITEM  9.1

Meeting Date: February 17, 2022 X Action Information

TO: Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization

FROM: Administration Department

SUBJECT: Consideration and Approval or Denial of Resolution #22-01

BACKGROUND

The Committee will consider approving or disapproving Resolution #22-01 regarding the
Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the Governing Board of the Soquel Union
Elementary School District

FUNDING IMPLICATIONS

Included herein.

RECOMMENDATION

To consider approving Resolution #22-01.

Meeting Date: February 17, 2022 Agenda Item: #9.1
185



Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 ⚈ Tel (831) 466-5900 ⚈ www.santacruzcoe.org

Mr. Ed Acosta ⚈ Ms. Alyssa Alto ⚈ Ms. Rose Filicetti ⚈ Ms. Sandra Nichols
Ms. Sue Roth ⚈ Mr. Abel Sanchez ⚈ Mr. Bruce Van Allen

RESOLUTION #22-01

Approving Trustee Areas For Implementation Of By-Trustee Area Elections For The

Governing Board Of The Soquel Union Elementary School District In Accordance With The

Trustee Area Map Selected By The District’s Governing Board

WHEREAS, as authorized by Education Code section 4020, et seq., the Santa Cruz County
Board of Education is vested with all duties, powers, purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction of the
County Committee on School District Organization for the County of Santa Cruz; and

WHEREAS, Education Code sections 5019 and 5030 authorize a county committee on
school district organization to establish trustee areas and to adopt an alternate method of electing
governing board members in school districts under its jurisdiction that, by resolution, request such a
change; and

WHEREAS, on or about January 28, 2022, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 of the Soquel Union
Elementary School District Governing Board to initiate a transition to a by-trustee area election
system was transmitted to the County Committee on School District Organization (hereinafter
referred to as “County Committee”); and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 of the Soquel Union Elementary School District
Governing Board selected the “Trustee Areas-Conceptual Scenario #1” as the final proposed trustee
area map for implementation of by-trustee area elections which was transmitted to the County
Committee; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 identifies the proposed sequence of elections; and

WHEREAS, information and documentation provided to the County Committee by the
Soquel Union Elementary School District reflects the fact that the District has complied with the
public hearing and publication requirements for adoption of a trustee area map set forth in Elections
Code section 10010(a); and
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Resolution #21-01 Approving Trustee Areas For Implementation Of By-Trustee Area Elections For The Governing Board Of
The Soquel Union Elementary School District In Accordance With The Trustee Area Map Selected By The District’s
Governing Board
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
February 17, 2022

WHEREAS, Education Code section 5019(c) requires that a county committee on school
district organization call and conduct at least one public hearing in the district to receive testimony on
a proposal to implement by-trustee-area elections; and

WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953 allows local legislative bodies to satisfy public
transparency requirements by holding meetings via teleconference, subject to certain requirements
which have been satisfied here; and {SR684411}

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2022, as required by Education Code section 5019, and after
having complied with all notice requirements, the County Committee conducted a public hearing to
receive public testimony on Soquel Union Elementary School District’s proposal to change to
by-trustee area elections, which hearing was available and accessible within Soquel Union
Elementary School District and throughout the community via Zoom video and/or audio
teleconference; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Education Code section 5019(c), the County Committee is required
to approve or disapprove the proposal to adopt an alternate method of electing governing board
members and to establish trustee areas; and

WHEREAS, the County Committee believes that a change in the Soquel Union Elementary
School District’s method of election to by-trustee area elections is appropriate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Santa Cruz County Committee on School
District Organization as follows:

1. The above recitals are true and correct.

2. By this Resolution, with due consideration of requirements of the United States and California
Constitutions, the Federal Voting Rights Act, the California Elections and Education Codes,
and all public input received, the County Committee establishes trustee areas for the purpose
of implementing by-trustee area elections for members of the Soquel Union Elementary
School District Governing Board in accordance with the trustee area map identified as
“Trustee Areas-Conceptual Scenario #1” and supporting documentation attached hereto as
Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by this reference.
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Resolution #21-01 Approving Trustee Areas For Implementation Of By-Trustee Area Elections For The Governing Board Of
The Soquel Union Elementary School District In Accordance With The Trustee Area Map Selected By The District’s
Governing Board
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
February 17, 2022

3. By this Resolution, with due consideration of requirements of the United States and California
Constitutions, the Federal Voting Rights Act, the California Elections and Education Codes,
and all public input received, the County Committee establishes the sequence of elections in
the trustee areas identified in Resolution 12-2021-22 which are as follows: the Soquel Union
Elementary School District will hold by-trustee area elections in two areas (areas #3 and #4)
at its November 2022 election and will hold by-trustee area elections in three areas (areas #1,
#2, and #5) at its November 2024 election.

4. The County Committee directs the Superintendent of the Soquel Union Elementary School
District to make such technical emendations to the adopted plan as may be required for its
implementation by the office of the Registrar of Voters, provided that any such required
technical change or changes be reported in writing to the County Superintendent of Schools
and further provided that a “technical emendation” is defined as having a de minimis impact
on the demographics or intent of the adopted plan.

5. Pursuant to Education Code section 5020(a)(2), Soquel Union Elementary School District’s
change to by-trustee area electors need not be submitted to Soquel Union Elementary School
District voters for approval.

6. By this resolution, the County Committee directs that implementation of a by-trustee area
election system for the members of the Soquel Union Elementary School District Governing
Board shall commence with the November 2022 governing board member elections, and be
completed with the November 2024 governing board member elections, according to the
election sequence described in Paragraph 3 above.

7. The County Superintendent of Schools is directed to transmit a certified copy of this
resolution to the office of the Registrar of Voters in a timely manner to provide for
implementation of by-trustee area elections in the Soquel Union Elementary School District,
in accordance with Paragraph 6, above.

8. The County Superintendent of Schools is directed to send a certified copy of this resolution to
the Superintendent and Governing Board of the Soquel Union Elementary School District.

9. The County Superintendent of Schools and staff are authorized and directed to take all actions
necessary to facilitate the implementation of the paragraphs above.
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Resolution #21-01 Approving Trustee Areas For Implementation Of By-Trustee Area Elections For The Governing Board Of
The Soquel Union Elementary School District In Accordance With The Trustee Area Map Selected By The District’s
Governing Board
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
February 17, 2022

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization,
County of Santa Cruz, State of California, this 17th day of February 2022, by the following vote:

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

WHEREUPON, the Chair declared the Resolution passed and adopted and SO ORDERED.

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY COMMITTEE

_________________________________
Rose Filicetti, CHAIR

ATTEST:

SECRETARY TO THE COMMITTEE

by: _________________________________
Faris Sabbah, Superintendent of Schools
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Resolution #21-01 Approving Trustee Areas For Implementation Of By-Trustee Area Elections For The Governing Board Of
The Soquel Union Elementary School District In Accordance With The Trustee Area Map Selected By The District’s
Governing Board
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
February 17, 2022

EXHIBIT A

(Trustee Plan Map #1 and Supporting
Documentation)
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Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
400 Encinal Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 ⚈ Tel (831) 466-5900 ⚈ www.santacruzcoe.org

Mr. Ed Acosta ⚈ Ms. Alyssa Alto ⚈ Ms. Rose Filicetti ⚈ Ms. Sandra Nichols
Ms. Sue Roth ⚈ Mr. Abel Sanchez ⚈ Mr. Bruce Van Allen

RESOLUTION #22-01

Disapproving Trustee Areas for Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the

Governing Board of the Soquel Union Elementary School District

WHEREAS, as authorized by Education Code section 4020, et seq., the Santa Cruz County
Board of Education is vested with all duties, powers, purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction of the
County Committee on School District Organization for the County of Santa Cruz; and

WHEREAS, Education Code sections 5019 and 5030 authorize a county committee on
school district organization to establish trustee areas and to adopt an alternate method of electing
governing board members in school districts under its jurisdiction that, by resolution, request such a
change; and

WHEREAS, on or about January 28, 2022, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 of the Soquel Union
Elementary School District Governing Board to initiate a transition to a by-trustee area election
system was transmitted to the County Committee on School District Organization (hereinafter
referred to as “County Committee”); and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 of the Soquel Union Elementary School District
Governing Board adopted the “Trustee Areas-Conceptual Scenario #1” as the final proposed trustee
area map for implementation of by-trustee area elections which was transmitted to the County
Committee; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 identifies the proposed sequence of elections; and

WHEREAS, as provided in Resolution No. 12-2021-22, the Soquel Union Elementary
School District Governing Board requests that the County Committee approve the adopted trustee
area map for implementation commencing with the 2022 Governing Board election; and
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Resolution #21-01 Disapproving Trustee Areas for Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the Governing Board of
the Soquel Union Elementary School District
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
February 17, 2022

WHEREAS, Education Code section 5019(c), requires that a county committee on school
district organization call and conduct at least one public hearing in the district to receive testimony on
a proposal to implement by-trustee area elections; and

WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953 allows local legislative bodies to satisfy public
transparency requirements by holding meetings via teleconference, subject to certain requirements
which have been satisfied here; and

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2022, as required by Education Code section 5019, and after
having complied with all notice requirements, the County Committee conducted a public hearing to
receive public testimony on Soquel Union Elementary School District’s proposal to change to
by-trustee area elections, which hearing was available and accessible within Soquel Union
Elementary School District and throughout the community via Zoom video and/or audio
teleconference; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Education Code section 5019(c), the County Committee is required
to approve or disapprove the proposal to adopt an alternate method of electing governing board
members and to establish trustee areas; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Santa Cruz County Committee on School
District Organization that:

1. The Soquel Union Elementary School District’s Proposal is disapproved for the following
reasons:

Concerns about whether the proposed trustee area boundary map comports with all
applicable legal requirements:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Concerns about whether the proposed trustee area boundary map includes
majority-minority districts:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Concerns about whether the proposed trustee areas are sufficiently equal in population:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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Resolution #21-01 Disapproving Trustee Areas for Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the Governing Board of
the Soquel Union Elementary School District
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
February 17, 2022

Concerns about whether the proposed trustee area boundary map properly observes
communities of interest:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Concerns about whether the proposed trustee area boundary map considers potential
vote dilution on the basis of race, color, or other protected class:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Concerns about whether there was sufficient opportunity for community input related
to the proposed trustee area boundary map:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Other:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

2. Approval of the final form of this Resolution is delegated to the Secretary of the County
Committee on School District Organization, and the Secretary is authorized to sign the
Resolution on behalf of the County Committee.

3. The County Superintendent of Schools is asked to send a certified copy of this resolution to
the Soquel Union Elementary School District Superintendent and the Soquel Union
Elementary School District Governing Board.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization,
County of Santa Cruz, State of California, this 17th day of February 2022, by the following vote:

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:
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Resolution #21-01 Disapproving Trustee Areas for Implementation of By-Trustee Area Elections for the Governing Board of
the Soquel Union Elementary School District
Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization
February 17, 2022

WHEREUPON, the Chair declared the Resolution passed and adopted and SO ORDERED.

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY COMMITTEE

_________________________________
Rose Filicetti, CHAIR

ATTEST:

SECRETARY TO THE COMMITTEE

by: _________________________________
Faris Sabbah, Superintendent of Schools
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