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Ms. Sue Roth ⚈ Mr. Abel Sanchez ⚈ Mr. Bruce Van Allen

RESOLUTION #22-01

Approving Trustee Areas For Implementation Of By-Trustee Area Elections For The

Governing Board Of The Soquel Union Elementary School District In Accordance With The

Trustee Area Map Selected By The District’s Governing Board

WHEREAS, as authorized by Education Code section 4020, et seq., the Santa Cruz County
Board of Education is vested with all duties, powers, purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction of the
County Committee on School District Organization for the County of Santa Cruz; and

WHEREAS, Education Code sections 5019 and 5030 authorize a county committee on
school district organization to establish trustee areas and to adopt an alternate method of electing
governing board members in school districts under its jurisdiction that, by resolution, request such a
change; and

WHEREAS, on or about January 28, 2022, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 of the Soquel Union
Elementary School District Governing Board to initiate a transition to a by-trustee area election
system was transmitted to the County Committee on School District Organization (hereinafter
referred to as “County Committee”); and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 of the Soquel Union Elementary School District
Governing Board selected the “Trustee Areas-Conceptual Scenario #1” as the final proposed trustee
area map for implementation of by-trustee area elections which was transmitted to the County
Committee; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 12-2021-22 identifies the proposed sequence of elections; and

WHEREAS, information and documentation provided to the County Committee by the
Soquel Union Elementary School District reflects the fact that the District has complied with the
public hearing and publication requirements for adoption of a trustee area map set forth in Elections
Code section 10010(a); and
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WHEREAS, Education Code section 5019(c) requires that a county committee on school
district organization call and conduct at least one public hearing in the district to receive testimony on
a proposal to implement by-trustee-area elections; and

WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953 allows local legislative bodies to satisfy public
transparency requirements by holding meetings via teleconference, subject to certain requirements
which have been satisfied here; and {SR684411}

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2022, as required by Education Code section 5019, and after
having complied with all notice requirements, the County Committee conducted a public hearing to
receive public testimony on Soquel Union Elementary School District’s proposal to change to
by-trustee area elections, which hearing was available and accessible within Soquel Union
Elementary School District and throughout the community via Zoom video and/or audio
teleconference; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Education Code section 5019(c), the County Committee is required
to approve or disapprove the proposal to adopt an alternate method of electing governing board
members and to establish trustee areas; and

WHEREAS, the County Committee believes that a change in the Soquel Union Elementary
School District’s method of election to by-trustee area elections is appropriate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Santa Cruz County Committee on School
District Organization as follows:

1. The above recitals are true and correct.

2. By this Resolution, with due consideration of requirements of the United States and California
Constitutions, the Federal Voting Rights Act, the California Elections and Education Codes,
and all public input received, the County Committee establishes trustee areas for the purpose
of implementing by-trustee area elections for members of the Soquel Union Elementary
School District Governing Board in accordance with the trustee area map identified as
“Trustee Areas-Conceptual Scenario #1” and supporting documentation attached hereto as
Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by this reference.
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3. By this Resolution, with due consideration of requirements of the United States and California
Constitutions, the Federal Voting Rights Act, the California Elections and Education Codes,
and all public input received, the County Committee establishes the sequence of elections in
the trustee areas identified in Resolution 12-2021-22 which are as follows: the Soquel Union
Elementary School District will hold by-trustee area elections in two areas (areas #3 and #4)
at its November 2022 election and will hold by-trustee area elections in three areas (areas #1,
#2, and #5) at its November 2024 election.

4. The County Committee directs the Superintendent of the Soquel Union Elementary School
District to make such technical emendations to the adopted plan as may be required for its
implementation by the office of the Registrar of Voters, provided that any such required
technical change or changes be reported in writing to the County Superintendent of Schools
and further provided that a “technical emendation” is defined as having a de minimis impact
on the demographics or intent of the adopted plan.

5. Pursuant to Education Code section 5020(a)(2), Soquel Union Elementary School District’s
change to by-trustee area electors need not be submitted to Soquel Union Elementary School
District voters for approval.

6. By this resolution, the County Committee directs that implementation of a by-trustee area
election system for the members of the Soquel Union Elementary School District Governing
Board shall commence with the November 2022 governing board member elections, and be
completed with the November 2024 governing board member elections, according to the
election sequence described in Paragraph 3 above.

7. The County Superintendent of Schools is directed to transmit a certified copy of this
resolution to the office of the Registrar of Voters in a timely manner to provide for
implementation of by-trustee area elections in the Soquel Union Elementary School District,
in accordance with Paragraph 6, above.

8. The County Superintendent of Schools is directed to send a certified copy of this resolution to
the Superintendent and Governing Board of the Soquel Union Elementary School District.

9. The County Superintendent of Schools and staff are authorized and directed to take all actions
necessary to facilitate the implementation of the paragraphs above.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Santa Cruz County Committee on School District Organization,
County of Santa Cruz, State of California, this 17th day of February 2022, by the following vote:

AYES: Acosta, Alto, Filicetti, Nichols, Roth, Sanchez, Van Allen

NAYS:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

WHEREUPON, the Chair declared the Resolution passed and adopted and SO ORDERED.

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY COMMITTEE

_________________________________
Rose Filicetti, CHAIR

ATTEST:

SECRETARY TO THE COMMITTEE

by: _________________________________
Faris Sabbah, Superintendent of Schools
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EXHIBIT A

(Trustee Plan Map #1 and Supporting
Documentation)
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