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Preface

The "School History'' project was launched by the Santa Cruz
County Office of Education in the bicentennial year of 1976, a year
when interest in the historical heritage of this country was high.
The idea was to produce a book telling the story of the schools of
Santa Cruz County, tracing the progress of local education over the
past 200 yecars. It was to be amply illustrated by old photographs,
and provide the reader not only with a chronicle of names, dates,
and places, but zlso, hopefully, with a flavor and feeling of those
schools of the past--what the classrooms and curriculz were like,
and what it was like to be 2 pupil or teacher "back then."

The subject was a broad one; the task was not easy, The book
hag been more than two years in preparation. In January of 1976
a commitice was selected to begin gathering materials. Early
school records--those which were s5till available--woere unearthed,
Meetings were held, memories and materisls compared and dis-
cussed. Several long time Sanfa Cruzans were prevailed upon to
share their recollections of early school experiences.

Members of the original commiftee included chairwoman Gerrie
Haden, G. Darrell Cardiff, Philippa Pleiffer, Alan Kimbsall, Al
Schadel of the Santia Cruz County Museum, Louise Worthington,
Alice Earl Wilder, Ella Anderson, Margaret Hayes, Patty Haden
stocker, Phyllis Patten (since deceased), Maria Carniglia, David
MecFadden of Cabrille College Library, Charles Prentiss of the Santa
Cruz City Musecurmn, Handall Jarrell of the University of California
at SBanta Cruz, Clyde Adams, and C. E. "Doc'' Fehliman of the
Santa Cruz High School Alumni Association. They were later joined
by Jeanette Rowland, Frank Cooper, Don Knauf, Vera Hutchinson,
and Laura Bahis,

Al Beelz of the County Office of Education coordinated the pro-
ject. Gerrie Haden did a large portion of the preliminary research
and got the project off the ground. Subseduently Margaret Koch,



author of severzal books on Santa Cruz history, was commissioned to
write the manuscript.

Marylyn Painter, public information officer for the county
schools office, served as editor, provided supplementary research
and material (chiefly Chapters Vi1, XI, and XII, and the appendicesl,
and supervised the hook's layoui and publication.

It is imposaible to name here zll the many people to whom we
are indebted for their contributions of reference materials, infor-
mation, and photographs. Some of them have been acknowledged in
the text, but special mentien should be made here of Alzora Snyder,
eurator of the Pajaro Valley Historical Association and Museum
collection in Watsonville; Susan Manville and Jane Borg, also of the
Pajaro Valley Historical Association; Marion Reynolds of the Santa
Cruz City School District staff; Allen Grasso, formerly of the same
office: reporter Carolyn Swift of the Cabrillo Times & Green Sheet;
and the Santa Cruz Sentinel, which allowed use of its files.

We slzo wish to thanks Susan Sturgis and Sylvia Elazo of the

County Office of Education for help in research, typesetting, and
proofreading.
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Richard R. Fickel, Santa Cruz County Superintendent
of Schools, 1967-1378.
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l. Introduction

It seems the fashion in some guarters today to decry the state
of modern education; educators and parents wring their hands over
scemingly insurmountable problems: overcrowded elassrooms or--
just as bad--declining enrollments; a citizenry that proclaims the
necessity for a free public education for all but is unwilling to pay
enough taxes o support it; inadequate school facilities; poorly trained
teachers; curricula that fail to educate children properly; lack of
student discipline--the list of complaints is a long one.

Yet a study of the history of our schools makes plain that all
these problems, staggering though they might seem to us who are
trying to cope with them today, do not presage the imminent demise
of the public school system. The wveil of nostalgia that so often
cloaks the past tends to make us forget that such problems have been
around for a long time--and in spite of it all, the school system has
survived.




Just for example: this yesr in California a taxpayers' revolt
brought about & slashing of properiy taxaes that cut deeply and pain-
fully into school budgets, and some people were predicting this
would prove to be a death blow to the schools. The gituation, how=
ever, was not unprecedented. A similar taxpayers' revolt--in the
carly 1870s--forced some Santa Cruz County schools to close for a
while. Yet the school system survived and recovered,

And the difficulty in passing school bonds is certainly not unique
to our times. Many times in the past the county's school system has
had to make do with makeshilt housing while it waited for reluctant
voters to loogen the purse strings. From the fall of 1906 to ihe
spring of 1808, for instance, Watsonville children were forced to
sttend =zchool in the Gas House, a building rented from the Watson-
ville Power and Light Company, because south county residents had
repeatedly turned down the desperately needed school bonds at the
polla.

Inadequate school facilities? At different times in Santa Cruz
County school has been held in adobe huts, family parlors, one-room
cabins of rough redwood planks through which the wind whistled,
church basements, and, in one instance, in a butcher shop. In 1947,
during that erisis pericd of overcrowded classrooms following the
war, Scotts Valley school children attended class in an old firehouse
with a dirt floor, through which a river of mud flowed whenit rained.

What about the quality of education? There were good teachers
and bad back then, just as there are today (though the names of the
indifferent teachers of the past are generally forgotten, while only
those of the good ones survive). Certainly there is evidence to show
that teachers of the past had far less training for thelr profession
than they do today. And there are records to show that in spite of
the strick and sometimes harsh discipline practiced in those early
classrooms, unruly student behavior was often quite a problem.
And while we can easily find fault with the curriculum of today's
zchools, one suspects after reading the old teaching manualsthat the
often uninspired curriculum of the past, with its heavy emphasis on
rote and drill, caused more than one student to nod off to sleep at
his or her desk.




And while we are deploring the inadedquacies of our present
school system, we might also recall the fact that in Santa Cruz
County of 1861, only 30 percent of the school age population went to
school at all.

A study of the history of the schools helps to put it a1l in per-
spective. Such & study reveals, of course, the changes that have
occurred with the passing years, But it slso reveals how many
things remain the same; the problems and issues that are with us
today have been faced before, and weathered., Momentous political
events have swept the social scene, epidemics (which closed many
schools in the 18605 and '70s), fires (the fate of so many of thoge
early wooden schoolhouzses), and other assorted disasters have
come and gone, and still the gchool syetem has mensged to survivs.

The first public school in the county was built in 1857, in the
little settlement of Santa Cruz, still called "the Mission' by many
in those days. That first school, Mission Hill, was the start of our
local public school system. There have been over 100 schools inthe
county since then. Of course it would be imposaible in & book of this
size to frace the history of each one. Indeed, many of them we know
very little about. This history can only give the reader an overview,
a general idea of wheat the school system was like and how it grew.
But it's been seid that if we want to understand a soeiety we should
look at the way it educates its children, and if this book aids in that
study it will have served its purpose.

Because there was schooling before there were schools, we start
our history 200 years ago, some 80 years before the first sehool-
house went up on Mission Hill. ..




Il. Two Hundred Years Ago

It was a wild and beautiful place two hundred yesrs apgo==the
mountains, the valleys, and seashore that would become Santa Cruz
County.

Blacktzil deer browsed in the hillside thickets of chaparral
brush. The mountain lion made his den high in the rocks, and the
grizely bezr roamed the sunny slopes hunting for one of his favorite
tidbits-~-gophers. The bluejay sguawked and scolded as he flashed
through the trees. And those trees! The redwoods (Seguoia
sempervirens! merched up every canyon, alomg every stream, and
secrmed to fouch the sky they were so tall, The caks spread their
magnificent arms wide over the hillsides, which were brilliant
green with new grass in winter and spring, and dry gold in the
summer sun. Little creeks ren down every woodead camnyon. Two
rivers flowed strong and pure to plunge into the waters of Monterey
Bay.




In the southern part of the county, which was to become the
Pajaro Valley, a smsall herd of tule elk grazed and moved with the
gun 2nd wind. In the waters offshore, ses otiers dove and played,
bringing up abalones which they cracked open with a stone, then ate
at their leigsure while lolling on their backs, floating in the water.
Fish jumped in the sparkling waves, [fleeing the sea lions which
chased and ate them. Gulls combed the beaches for carrion while
pelicans and sea ducks flew low over the waters of the bay looking
for fish near the surface,

The only sounds in the land were the calle of the animals and
birds, the rushing and breaking of the waves, the storms, and the
wind in the frees. Even the wind was stilled when the soft gray log
drifted in over the land. Then, the only sound might be the drip-
drip-drip of dew in the deep redwood forests,

In certain places there were other sounds--human sounds--the
soft morcecasined step of the Ohlone Indian hunter, the twang of his
bowstring, and the thud of the arrow findipg its mark.

Near the Ohlone setflements the fragrance of wood smoke hung
in the alr and mingled with the shouts and laughier of the Indian
children, They were a happy people. They hunted and fighed and
gathered acorns under the oak trees in the fall, from which the
women made a highly nutritiovus scorn flour, The women dug edible
rocis and gathered those grass seeds which were good to eat, and
they wove some very fine baskeis. They were tightly woven works
of art, those baskets, offen decorated with tiny beads laboriously
carved from clam shells and with small tufts of feathers from the
quzil's topknot. (It is sad to have to report thst today only one of
those Ohlone baskets exists in the Santa Cruz City Musecum, )

When the weather turned cool, the Ohlones wore animal skins
and sometimes coated their own skin with a layer of mud. In warm
weather the women wore short skiris woven of tules,

Their homes were dome-szhaped, forined by layering branches
with coatings of mud. When an Indian house got too small or wore
aut, it was a simple thing to build another.




The women spent their days gathering food, coocking, and
curing animal hidesg, while the men hunted and fished. The children
were allowed to play freely until they reached a certain age. Then
they bepan their education.

What education? you may ask.

The Ohlone Indians educated their children for life--for living,
much as our public schobls atiempt to do today. The only difference
was in the kind of Iife that was led.

Indian boys had to learn the arts of hunting and fishing and
getting snares, or they and their families would go hungry. They
had to learn which scesons were bestand which places most likely
for stalking a fat deer. And when they killed bhim with an arrow or
a spear, they not only gained food, but they had his hide for mocca=-
gins and clothing, his horns for tools, his teeth for ornaments, his
sinewy muscle fibers for thread, and his bones for needles and
flutes. Every part of the animal was used for some practical pur-
pose and nothing was wasted.

Children learned early that the grizzly bear would attack with-
out provocation and was to be avoided at s8]l costsz. They learned to
make figh line from planl fibers and arrows from the hazel bush,
And they learned which plants, berries, and roots were edible and
which were poisonous. The girls learned to sew skin clothing, to
cook, and to make the beautiful basketz. Some of those baskets
were a0 finely woven that they would hold water.

If the Indian children failed to learn these vital lessons, they
could not survive as functioning adults in the 1ife of the tribe.

) Ch the lighter side of life there were songsand dances, storises
of tribal history, games, and music. Guessing games were popular
--which nut shell concesled the pebble?

When illness struck, the Ohlones went to the sweat house.
There they sat in the steam and heat until they could no longer stand
it. Then they dashed out to jump into a2 cold stream. The Indians
did not have smallpox, the measles, or diphtheria until the pioneer




Spanish settlers brought those diseases of civilization with them.
Thenthe Indians died by the hundreds. They had no natural immunity
apainst the new disezses.

The earliest settlers, Spanish and Mexican, also brought a
more formszl kind of education to the Indiens.

The forerunners of those earliest settlers stood at the edge of
the Ban Lorenzo River on October 14, 1769. They locked about
them at what would become the site of the Mision Ia Exaltacion de
la Santa Cruz--now referred to as MissionSanta Cruz. (Sania Cruz
means 'Holy Cross ' in Spanish.} They named the river in honor of
ft. Lawrence.

Those men at the edge of the river were the party of Spanish
explorersled by Don Gaspar de Portola in the first land exploration
of the coast of Alte California, (Alte means "upper’ and this was
Upper California, in contrast to Baja or Lower California.) The
explorers passed on along the coast alter remarking what a fine
location for a city this river plain afforded.

Things moved slowly in those dayas and 22 years passed before
Mission Santa Cruz was founded by Padre Fermin Lasuen on
August 28, 1791, The first Mission building of stone and adobe
bricks was completed on May 18, 1794,

The Indians bullt it, with the Franciscan padres showing them
how to work the clay, and that was one of the new lessons. The
Indians also learned to raise fruits and vegetables, weave blankets,
make gaddles and boots, ride horses, herd cattle and sheep and
pigs, &nd to wear clothing like that of the Spanish settlers.

Some of the Indians became Christians and were taught fo read
and write, and to sing in church. A few learned to make and play
musical instruments., OCthers ran away to the hills to keep to the old
waye of life,

The Franciscan padres intended to convert the Indians to
Christianity, then educate them to take over their own affairs, but
things didn't work out quite that way. Afier five or six years, life




at the Mission was routine, with Indians tending the herds and the
crops of wheat, beans, corn, and other vegetables. Mission herds
roamed from the area near Watsonville north to New Year's Point,
with Indian herdsmen ever on guard against marauding mountain
liong and grizzlies.

Cne of the earliest of the Mission's problems was those new
diseases--new to the Indians. Epidemics sweptthrough the settle-
ment and whole Indian families died. Soon the padres were burying
meore neophytes--as they called the Christianized Indians--than they
were baptizing.

Another problem for the padres arose with the founding of Villa
Branciforie on the east side of the San Lorenzo River, across the
river from the Mission, in the area where Branciforte Elementary
School stands today. The Villa was one of three pueblos (the others
were a2t Los Angeles and San Joge) established by the Spanish
authorities with the aim of discouraging the Russians, French, or
English from colonizing Alta California. The villape was laid out
in 1796 by Lieutenant Albertode Cordova and settled in the next few
years by convicts from Mexico seeking a better life and by young
Spanish army officers and their families.

Although the Mission settlement and the Villa settlement were
separated by the SBan Lorenzo River, the Villa with its horse races,
bear and bull fights, and fandangos drew the Indians away from the
Mission. The padres were dismayed. They had founded the Mission
with the Intent of educating the Indians, saving their souls, and then
turming the land back to them. Instead, the Indians were fleecing the
Migsion.

This was a turbulent period in world history. Spain ruled
approximately two-thirds of the known world, but its power was
waning. KEing Carlos IV and his son, who becarme King Ferdinand
VII, were struggling to retain control.

In 1822 Mexico, long under Spanish rule, freed itself and the
California Missions found themselves under Mexican rule. In 1834
the Missions were taken from the jurisdiction of the Cathelic Church
and were secularized. Some Mission properties were divided among




the few remaining Indians. Other properiles and herds were stolen
or scattered.

Today the only remaining adobe building of the Santa Crus
LMigsion compound stands on School Street in Santa Cruz and poses
something of a mystery. The exact date of thiz zdobe's construction
ig unknown, although educasied puesses place it anywhere hetween
1794 and 1810. Ifs purpose also is a matter for speculation. There
are those who believe it was a puardhouse, others who think it might
have been a school, and still others who say it probably was housing
for the Christian Indian women. The [act that the building stands on
School Street, which was named in the earliest days, would seem fo
lend credence to the school theory. '

There are no records of 8 school at Villa de Branciforte, but
the children of the Spenish Dons learned early to read, write, and
keep accounts, being taught by their fathers and by the Mission
padres. Emphasis was placed on the teachings of the Catholic
faith. There were no Protestant families at the Mission until the
1840s. By that time there were about a dozen English-speaking
residents.

The first Americans in the Santa Cruz County ares in the late
18305 and sarly 18405 were adventurous hunters and trappers who
followed the beaver trails snd brought no wives or children.
Schools were not needed. But by 1847 a handful of American
families had setiled in Sanfa Cruz, among them thosze of Nicholas
Gamnn and Benjamin Case.

Benjamin and his wife, Mary Amney Case, crossed the plains
in a covered wagon in 1847 and upon arriving in Santa Cruz--or
"The Mission' ag it wasg then called--built a home =t the edge of
Neary Lagoon. The Cases had one child of school age and Mary
Case held plasses in her home in 1848 and 184%--the first English
schoal of record in Santa Cruz County.

Spanish was the language of Alta California and it was necessary
to speak and write it in order to carry on any kind of business. But
some of the new American settlers wanted their children to learn to
read and wrile in English.
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Mary laught her own child and three children of Joseph Major 3;
three children of Adna Hecox; two children each of Nicholas Dodero,
the Widow Patterson, and Pruett Sinclair: and one child each of Eli
Moore and Nicholag Gann. (Adna Hecox, a Methodist 'exhorter’ or
preacher, serwved briefly as alealde or mayor of the Mission settle-
ment, =8 did Joseph Majors, )

Mary's school was in session only in the summers, when
the children were tnot needed at home for farm work. She tsught the
three Rs plus some basic Christianity.

Imagine Mary Case, if you will, irying to find time to teach.
She probably milked the family cow and raised a vegetable garden,
she cooked and canned, she meade 8]l the family's clothing, and
scrubbed it on washday by hand on a seroh board. The wash water
had to be heated on a wood stove--the same stove she cooked on.
Such pioneer women as Mary Amney Case had an iron determination
that their ehildren would not grow up illiterate. Thatwas aday when
illiteracy was common; many early Santa Crug deeds and wills were
signed with an "'X" which had to be witnessed by literate persons in
order to make the document legal, That also was a day when edu-
cation was not considered essential for pirls. Many of them were
educated only in the arts of sewing, cooking, end keeping house,
2o it took an unusual strength of character for Mary Case to devote
houra from her hard-working life fo teach school. MNevertheless,
she 15 considered by historians to have established the [first secular,
English-speaking school in Santa Cruz County.

Paper, pens, and ink were hard to come by in Alta Czlifornia;
where did she find slates for the children to use in writing and
figuring? What books did she use--other than the Bible? It would
be interesting to know thesze things, but we never will. No one re-
corded the detzils, and Mary Amney Case died, an old woman, in
1800 at ithe Santa Cruz home of her son, Rollin Case.

The West truly became the Land of Gold in Jenuary of 1848 when
James Marshall picked gold nuggets oot of John 4. Sutter's millrace
at Coloma. Everything seemed to happen at once. The Treaty of
Guadalupes Hidalgo between the United States and Mexico in February
of 1848 laid the foundations for Alta Celifornia to become parti of the
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United States. After the firat wave of skepticism about the gold strike,
Americans bepan to believe the fabulous news, and they poured into
California by covered wagon, on foot, on horseback, by steamship,
atd by sziling vessel,

Two short years later, on September 8, 1850, the State of Cali-
fornia was born with a golden spoon in its mouth, as the 31st state in
the Union.

santa Cruz County, which was actually created on February 18,
1850, was about seven months old when the state in which it was
located was accepted into the Union.

There was confusion about the naming of Santa Cruz County. It
was first called Branciforte County, but a few weeks later the name
was changed to iis present title. The county seat was established in
the settlement of Sanla Cruz, which was still called "the Mission. "

s now there was a county with a county seat; there was & hotel
(the Eagle, located in one of the old Mission adobe building): there
was 2 combination store and home up on the hill near the Mission;
there were families with children. But there was no public school
building and no fund for establishing or operating one.

However, this situation was soon to change. Nine years after
Mrs, Case held classes in her home, the new county's first public
schoolhouse was built. During those years and the two decades that
followed, the young school system took root and grew.
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Would you believe Mission Street? This is the way it locked in the
days before it was paved. Today the sdministration buildings of
the Santa Cruz City School District gits on the hill, The old Si.
Charles Hotel and the Temperance Hall (note tower) on the right
have gone, along with the smaller places of business.
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A very early view of Mission Hill which is unique because it
shows both the First Methodist Church where echool was held
hefore the first schoolhouse was built--and the first school-
house. It is at the left, the building with wings sprouiing on
gither side, plus a small bell tower, Note orchards in the
background--downtown today.
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Micgion Hill School, Santz Cruz District 1, buili in 1879 to replace
the original 1857 one-room Mission Hill School--the first public
school structure in Santa Cruz County. The building shown above
hed a basement used for classes, two floors above that, and 2 top
gtory in which the couniy's first high school was conducted.

Holy Cross Boarding and Day School in Sants

Crug filled 2 resl nead for orphaned children.
Phylliz Bertorelli Patten entered this school

as a child afier her mother died.




Rare photo of & "'ranch school,' & private schoolhouse that the Steele
family built on their dairy ranch, up the cossi, in a day when roads
were impasssble much of the year. This area once was part of Sante

Cruz County, later was given to San Mateo County.
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Ill. The New School System
Takes Root:

the 1850s, '60s, and '70s

The County of Santa Cruz was officially born on February 18,
1850, and the State of California on September 9, 1850, The years
that followed were ones of confusion and excitement for the new state
and the new county.

Men who falled to strike it rich in the gold country looked for
other avenues to fortune, and many found them in Santa Cruz County's
richfarm lands and thickredwood forests. Inthose daysthe county's
resources must have seemed infinite, endless. And, looking about
them and seeing what seemed to be a paradise of climate andriches,
the men sent for their wives and families.

Whatwas it like in Santa Cruz County during those early years
of California statehood, as the embryo public school system was
struggling to be born?




The new county was geographically unique. It was second
amalle=zt in the state and among the most beautiful, It had never
been on E1 Camino Real ('The King's Highway''), the main link
running north and south between the Missions., It was considered
an isolated county, off the main roads and rail lines. (Two main
roads leading from the county were completed in 1858-59, connect-
ing it with Santa Clara County, but the railroad line between Santa
Cruz and Watsonville was not completed until 1876 and for the most
part travel was considered difficult in the coumty, especiglly in the
winter montha. )

An early census count says there were 653 people in the county
in 1850 and 200 "census children' in1851. But the accuracy of such
counta should probably be viewed with a 1ittle secepiicism; many
areas of the county were relatively inaccessible tothe census takers,
who had to travel long distances afoot or on horseback over rough
terrain with no roads to speak of. And--the Indian population wasg
not included in the count.

The legislature of the new state had the power to tax for the
benefit of its public schools., As countles were formed, each county
board of supervisors decided what was needed. But money for public
cducation, then as now, was hard to come by. The first state Con=
gtitution planned for schools but didn't allot any funds for them.

In 1854 the county schools' tex rate was five cents on cach 100
of taxable properiy. One might have supposed that tax money would
have rolled in to support the schools. However, ''taxable property’
was scattered far end wide over the county, roads were rough trails,
and a tax collector could labor for days trying to track down taxable
properties.

The wheels of the new government moved slowly--oftentoo slowly
for parents who wanted education for their children. Some groups
of parents formed small centers in homes and churches where their
children could be taught to resd and write.

In Sants Crug the First Methodist Church served as one of those

centers in 184%-50. Henches were rearranged sach Monday to suit
school needs; then were replaced church-style on Friday afternoon.
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The small frame building was located on the corner of Green and
Mission Streets, A vear or so later the class was held in another
ernall frame siructure on the bluff 2t the end of School Street on
Mission Hill. H. 8. Loveland was the teacher, and the school was
maintained by Methodist families. Teachers, who came and went
st shortintervels, included C. K. Ercanbreck, the Rev. D, 4. Dryden,
and George Frick. Teachers were pald out of funds collected from
the parenis.

In Watsonville school was also located in a church--the Meth-
odist Church Bouth building. This could be considered the start,
in 1853, of the Pajaro School District. The first teacher was Mr.
Seneca Carrcll., Other early-day teachers included John K. Lutrell
who was later elected to Congress, Professor Dunne who beécame a
district judge in Nevada, and John Grant who went on to take up med-
icine. MissFanny Cumming, who laler beecame Mrs. JohnT. Porter,
was an early teacher zlso.

In 1855 the Francigean padres from Sania Barbara Mission
came to the Pajaro Valley to establish the 5t. Francis School for
Boys. The widow of the well-known Spanish Don, Jose Amesti, and
her four daughters gave 130 acres of land for the school and orphan-
age, where boys who had no families were tzken in, taught, and
cared for,

St. Francis School was probably the first bi-lingual school in
Santa Cruz County. Academics were taught in both Spanish and
English. The boys zlso learned farming and raised all the foods
used at the school, For years the Amesti family (for whom the
present Amesti Elementary School in Watsonville is named) subsi-
dized St. Franecis School. In thoge early years it sat far oul from
town, on a cattle trail which wended through the hills o join El
Caming Heal., (In 1918 the Franciscans turned the sechool over o
ithe LosAngeles-Monterey-Fresno Diocese for greater support, and
in 1921 the Salesian Society took it over and has administered it
ever since, It now serves as a seminary for young men studying
for the priesthood. )

Bul the people of the new county wanted a public school system
with o public school house. And in 1857--nine years after Mary Case
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taught class in her Sania Cruz home--they finally got one. Santa
Cruz Public School District 1 came into existence following a hot
dispute as to where the schoolhouse would he located.

Frederick A Hihn, who was to become the county's first
millinnaire, wanted the school down onthe flag {ahout where the
sSanta Cruz Public Library now atands), znd offered a lot for about
$200. But those parents who lived near Mission Hill wanted the
gchool up there, and Isaac Pierce had a lot there he szid he would
sell for $400, After a lively meeting, the hill dwellers won out,
and Pierce's lot was purchased with $400 raised by subscription,
most of it at the meeting.

The one-room, 30' by 40' schoolhouse was built in 1857 at =
cost of §2, 283, Of that sum, $400 came from county taxes, $1, 416
was raised by subscription, and the rest was assumed as a debt
by the district., And even in those days administrators had trouble
with school financing. An article appearing in the July 2, 1857,
edition of the Santa Cruz Seniinel notes:

SCHOOL HOUSE--This new edifice is ahout
completed. It will be ready for delivery in
about a week or ten days,

[t 15 a aplendid building--and does credit to
the school frustees who so energotically have
accomplished this project,

Of course they will have to eall on the citi-
gens for the balance of their subscriptions,
and will expect them to be ready to pay up,
as the'builders and workmen will want their
full compens ation.

Trustees of the new school were wapon-maker Richard K.
Westal, tinsmith William Anthony, and tanner Richard C. Kirby.
The site of that first public schoolhouse on Mission Hill is where
the Santa Cruz City School District administrative offices stand
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today. Hefore long a second room was added to the schoolhouse to
sccommodate the growing number of school-age children in Santa
Eruz:

In the next four years five more public schoolhouses were
built in the county, But in the Watsonville eree children continued
to attend school in rented halls or in private homes, Inthe Pajaro
Valley Mrs. William Roache set up a school for Enplish-zpeaking
pupils in her parlor. She and her hushand had come to Santa Cruz
County from Monterey County in 1B60 and setiled outzide Watson-
ville, (In 1866 a school district named in the family's honor was
established and the Roache School was built. It confinued in exist-
ence until 1946, )

And that school conducted in the Methodist Church South build-
ing continued until around 1860 when L. D. Holbrook arrived in
 Watsonville from Placer County with his family, He built & home
on East Lake Avenue was was hired to provide & classroom and
teach school. He also had to make out the rate bills and collect
them for every child. For two years Holbrook taught the Watson-
ville Primary School on the second floor of his home, at a salary
of $100 3 month.

We have a report (see Appendix) prepared in 1861 by D, .
Hzslam, then serving as County Superintendent of Schools, which
gives a brief overview of the county's public school system at that
tirme. With what sounds perhaps like a nofe of censure, Haslam
says of the fledgling Pajaro district: "This District renis the
second story of a dwelling house for holding their Scheol; it is
iwenty-six feet long by twenty-four wide, sbout nine ieet high.
The people of this District do not care to spend any money o build
a school-house; they have just refused to be taxedto build one, No
furniture belonging lo the District. Average daily attendance,
thirty-two. "

According to the report, however, the other six school dis-
tricts in the county seemed to be faring better. Each had a school-
house, all built of redwood. There was Pescadero School to the
north {outside the county but still edministered by Santa Cruz) with
two rooms and "'very ordinary'' furniture, and Oak Grove Schoolin
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the Corralitozs area, also with two rooms and furniture described as
"fair." Soquel School, having one 33' by 22' room with 12-foothigh
ceiling, was described as "a good School-house, well furnished, and
well ventilated, ' and had an average daily attendance of a little over
a4,

Haslam reported that the very newest district, added just that
vear, was San Andres (spelled San Andress in later reporis). It
had a redwood schoolhouse 16" by 20', an average daily attendance
of 10, and was "'not very well furnished, "

"Santa Cruz No. 1" on Mission Hill, the first public school to
be built, and now expanded, was the largest and best attended of the
county's seven public schools. It had a grand average daily attend-
ance of 58 and two rooms: a huge 54' by 28" main building and 2
26" by 20" wing, both wiih 14-foot high ceilings. '""This School-
house is very well ventilated, ' Haslam reported, 'and the furniture
of a very good kind. " It was also graded--the only one in the county
with enough pupils to allow the student body to be divided intosepe=
rate orades.

Haslam's report shows that by this time the city of Santa Cruz
had built snother schoolhouse, ''Santa Cruz No. 2," which was much
smaller thanthe first (24" by 20') and had an averape daily attendance
of only 20,

Although it might seem as if edueation were making great strides
in 1861, the report reveals a startling fact, Haslam notes that there
were 1,313 children in the counly at the time, but only 385 were
enrolled in achool, And the county-wide average daily attendance
was only 188! Haslam stated, ''Some plan should be adopted to
compel the stiendance of children who are idling their titme around
the sireets, without occupation.

However, he acknowledged that laziness was not the main rezson
for the poor sttendance. 'Some Disiricts are verylarge, ' he wrote.
"Santa Cruz No. 1 is eighteen miles in Iength and twelve wide, If
the population were more condensed, the attendance would be much
hetter; meny find it impossible @0 send, not being ahle to pay hoard
bills for their children. "
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Tuition was also a problem to many perents. Atthattime state
and county funds paid only aboul one-fourth of the expenses of the
schoals, In most districts ehildren altended school on a rate basis,
with parents paying a set fee per day. Poor families were not
expected to pay, but the errangement no doubt kept many proud
parents from accepting what they termed "charity, " and their
children stayed home, ©Others didn't go to school because they
were needed at home during crop times, and still others because
they lived out-of-the-way places with no transportation.

In Santa Cruz District No. 1 the school was Kept open by sub-
sepiption--voluntary contributions. "Those willing to aid the
Schools, " Haslam wrote, ''donate per month, and are regularly
waited on by the Trustees when pay-day vomes. "

The tight financial situation was reflected in the salaries of
teachers, many of whom had to have other jobs on the side in order
to make ends meet. Haslam reported thatonly two of the county's
teaching staff planned to make teaching a permanent profession.
"It does not pay very well in this county to teach School,” he wrote,
"ond those who have followed no other occupsation do not intend to
continue tezching any longer than they can help. "

In spite of the small number of children attending school, Sania
Cruz County enjoyed the distinction of having 2 longer school year
than almost any other county in the state. At that time state law
gaid that the minimum amount of time & school should stay open
was three months out of the year, and the average school year in
California at that time wes six months long. ButSantaCruzschools
stayed open an average of eight and a quarter months. Only threc
other counties in the whole state (San Francisco, Monterey, and
San Diego) did better than that. Of course the amount of time an
individuzl child spent in school depended on where he or she lived;
children attending Soquel School had a ten-month school year
{(longer than they have at present), while those in the new San
Andreas Distriet, for example, only had to go lo school for three
months out of the year,

Haslam closed his report by deploring the poor attendance at
zchool in 1861 and wrote: "'This certainly should be remedied, if
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posgible, but certfainly cannot be done until School-houses are more
numerous.

And, predictably, they did grow more numerous as new districts
were formed, each with its small, one-room public school. By
1865, just four years after Haslam's report, the numberof schools
had fripled. There were then 21 schools serving 1, 756 children.

And Watsonville finally pot its school. Classcs had becen held
in the Methodist Chureh building and in teacher Holbrook's home
and (with A. I'. Knowles as teacher) in Scotts Hzll. But after nine
¥eaors of this pillar o post moving around, parents decided they'd
had epough of temporary quarters., In 1862 anelection was held for
g proposed school tax which would build 2 rezl achoolhouse. Voters
turned the tax issuc down most emphatically, but a second election
in the following vear passed.

The trustees then called a meeting at Scotis Hall to select =
gite for the new school. However, community fnvolvement was not
all that could be desired--not a soul showed up except two trustees,
But an smateur band happened to be rehesrsing inthe hall that night.
They stopped practicing when the trustees, Judge R, F. Peckham
and G. M. Bockius, called the meeting lo order. Then--since there
was noone else in the sudience to do it--band members offered
their opinions 23 to where the new schoolhouse should be built, and
then resumed playing. Trusiees carried out the band's instructions
and laler purchased the site and, in 1864, built Watsonville Primary
School. Thus g brass band decided the location of Watsonville's
first public school building,

The school was located on East Lake Avenue (then Foorth
Sireet]l. Professor Williarn White was hired with Liss Getes as
assistant teacher, Buccessive teacher-prineipals included H. P.
Tuttle, €, T, Johns, and a Mr. Weoodbury., In February of 1866
a specizl tax was levied and two additional classrooms plus a set
of gtairs were built,

During the same period of time, private schools continued to
serve the educational needs: of the community, In IB62 the Daughters
of Charify (also called the Sisters of Charity) had sailed from the




East Coast of the United States to Panama, where they rode mules

across the Isthimus., On the Paeific side they boarded asailing ship
for San Franciaco. They srrived in Santas Cruz to set up anEnglish-
speaking day school and boarding school for girls, two institutions

which were to fill a real need.

At firet the nuns held classes inthe 0ld adobe Eagle Hotel building
which stood on the corner of Emmett and School Streets, In 1865
the first new wood building wss constructed, and in 1880 it was
greatly enlarged. (It stood until 1944 when it was demolished.

Hely Cross High School weas constructed in 1926 on High Street and
operated until 1970 when rising costs closed it. The elementary
echool was built in 1957. Nuns of the Dominican Order replaced
the Daughters of Charity as teachers and administrators in 14, )

The late Mrz. Phyllis Patten, Sanla Cruz historizn and author,
entered the Holy Cross Boarding School as a young girl when her
mother died. Phyllis often spoke of the kindness andconcern of the
nuns and zbout the classes in elocution and literature. Even the
mealtimes were not idle; 3 resder was slweays present to read aloud
from the classics or other edifying educsationz]l meterials while the
girls ate.

Of interest 15 this old list of lerms at Holy Cross Boarding
School: ""Terms (perzsession, boarding pupils): Boarding andtuition
with use of bedding, $150. Music, piano with use of instrumont,
£60. No extra charge for the languages. Singing in classa, drawing
and all kinds of plain and fancy needlework. No enirance fee re-
gquired. For further informetion epply to Sister Superior. '

The early years of the 1870= presented many problems for the
county's public school system, mainly caused by the siste's runaway
growth and financing difficulties. [In 1870 county residenis pro-
tested taxes ond caused property assessments to shrink, which
placed an impossible burden upon the public schools--a situation
reminiscent of the situation the schools face today, over 100 years
later. School funds which were $17, 925 in 1870 were cut back to
513, 660 in 18%1, The hoard of eduecation appealed to the stete for
relief but county schools were forced to assess themselves anextra
$2,500 in order to finish out the sehool year of 1873, During 1874
some of the schools actually remained closed.



But in March of 1876 conditions began to improve with the in-
corporation of a Common Council in Santa Crue, which included
Mayor William F. Cooper, D. Tuthill, Henry Skinner, Charles Martin,
and Judge Joseph H. Skirm. They were aware of the problems and
worked to alleviate them.

Ag noted earlier, in 1865 there were 21 schools in the county
gerving 1,756 children. Ten years later, in 1875, there were 54
schonls operating with 3,378 pupils. Compulsory educationwas now
encouraging more parents to send their children to school, and
although about one-guarter of the children in the county between the
ages of five and 17 5til]l were not attending school, this was & great
improvement over the attendance record Superintendent Haslam had
deplored in 18681,

In 1875-T6 the citizens of Watsonville realized that their 1I-
year old primary school, even though it had been enlarged, would
not serve all the students. They passed a bond issue for 512,000 to
build the Watsonville Grammar School. The schoolhouse was de-
gigned by James Waters and built by L. D. Holbrook (who apparently
had left teaching for construction), and was considered grand indeed.

The building was 353" by 84', two stories divided into eight
classrooms, each with its own smeall cloakroom. That was more or
Iess standard style for those days. But the Watsonville Grammar
School also had a private roormn for the priceipal, alibrary, andiwo
"hroad staircases'' and "wide and siry halls." A belfry topped the
building. At that time it was described as "one of the most substan-
tial, hest ventilated, and convenient school buildings in the state,
and challenged the admiration of all. -

And o school buildings grew larger and more substantial as the
school population expanded. Inaneditoriz] of the tirme the Santa Crus
Bentinel urged foresight in plamming in the face of that rapid gprowth;

Presuming the geod finaneial arragements will
continue to prevail, a fund will commence being
formed for the construction of a new schoolhouse.
This building should not be commenced £ill the
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trustees are justified in expending $10, 000
in it& construction. We want no more one
story buildings with wings. The Town of
santa Cruz and District contain wealth
enough to warrant, at the close of four or
five years, the construction of a public
school edifice that would =t least egual
those of Watsonville and Bay View, and
the fine three-story building of the Sisters
of this place, Build something that will
be an ornament to the town and a worthy
example of free educstion--a founlain at
which the high and the low, the rich and
the poor, may drink alike. ..

In 1899, perhaps spurred by the example of their neighbors to
the south, the citizens of Santa Crue City built a $25, 000 structure
which was designed to hold 600 students. It was constructed atop
Mission Hill, where the first school had been located.

It had nine classroomes: four each on the secondand third floors
and one large one inthe bagement. Wide hallscut directly through
each floor with stairs leading up to the next floor. The fourth floor
WHE to serve ag Santa Cruz's first high school.

(The high school operated without state support until thes High
school Act was passed by the California legislature in 1881, Up
until that time Santa Cruz taxpayers, determined to give their child-
ren the best education the distriet could afford, financed the high
school out of the county's portion of the school tax.)

The new building contained such innovations as sinks with faucets
for*drinking and washing hands. A big box stove, fired up each
morning by the janitor, heated the building, However, there were no
gas or electrie lights, and all evening programs were held at the
Opera House down on the flat. "Little rooms""--there were nine=-
adjoinad the classrooms and were furnished with a table, bowl, and
pitcher, and there were hooks for the teacher's coat and hat. Each
clagsroom had four windows, evenly spaced, and a raised platformm



for the teacher's desk--the hetter to kaep an =aple eye on 211 schol-
=5 it

Professor W. W. Anderson was the principal, and Santa Cruzans
proudly described their modern new schoolhouse zs "inferior to none
in California. "

Truly, the public school system in Santa Cruz County was grow-
ing up. Many schools sprung up during the firet three decades of
its existence--many of them forerunners of schools which serve our
children today.

But before giving the histories of gome of those early schools,
it might be well to fake a look al what life was like in those deya--
in Santa Cruz County a century ago. What was it like to be a young-
ster of school age then, or a teacher in the public schools? And
what were thoge 1itfle sehools 1ike?
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"I'n EH&‘ spring ::Tf :LBBB &ver}rbady got oul at recess to play ring-aruuud-tha-rnaaﬁr, nrqshﬁm marhles

as the boys in the foreground are doing. Also note: almost everyone wore hats and many of the
gmla wnré apmns Dvarjhaia* drusﬂs. Thili_: wa& E!-' nt ﬁchm”l playg ~ und. The chool was m*igln—
d sometime : p iBEE ind 1e oldest in t a Cruz City District,
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At Grant School in 1880 high buttoned shoes vied with bare feet in this early scene taken
on the front steps. Teacher is unknown; she wore a long white apron as protection from
chalk dust, probably. Not all the children are known, but among them ane Ruth Grant,
Kittie Pedemonte, Mollie Pedemonte, Alice Hauck, Thomas Thompson, Martha and
Alice Brown.




Spaside Schaol in Swanton. Established as ElJaro School in 1865,

on cozst near Waddell Creek. Changed to Seaside in 1875. Second
school builtonGianone Hill, This is the third school, srected i1 90T,
1t was closed in July, 1962, and students went fo Pacific Scheol.

Carlton School, established in 1863, rebuilt
in 1800, Annexed to Salsipuedes in 1946.




1802 class phato of old Felton School. HEstablished as San Lorenzo School in 1863,
changed name to Felton in 1875. Rebuilt 1884, Closed in 1846, joining Ben Lomond
and Yayante in San Lorenzo Union Elementary. Teacher shown here is Apnes Cooney.
Evelyn Easton {nes Devitt) of Santa Cruz has identified the ''third boy over from the
left top row" as Boh Devitt, who, she says, later became sherifl of Santa Cruz County.
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IV. When the Schoolbell Rang
a Hundred Years Ago

In those days Santa Cruz was a relatively isolated, rursl county.
Cutside news came into the county via stagecoach for a8 number of
years, Mail and newspapers arrived daily; the stagecoachranirom
Mission San Juan Bautista in San Benito County, through the hills
and along the Pajero River and down whal is todey Wetsonville's
main atreet. It continued slong the present Freedom Boulevard,
Soquel Drive, Soquel Avemue in Santa Cruz, and up Mission Street
to rumble slong the northern coastline into San Mateo County.  Stops
for teams of fresh horses were designated about every seven miles.

Az can be imagined, public health standards as we know them
today were almost nonexistent. Medical care was managed mainly
by mothers who relied upon homespun remedies handed down from
generation to generation. DMidwives delivered babiez. Doctors,
when there were any, were often men who had read up on "'medical
seience' and perhaps had some practical experience, but little or
no formal medical education.
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Infectious diseases often swept through entire communitics.
wiping out whole families of children. The smallpox epidemic of
1868 took many lives in Watsonville, and Santa Cruzsns were so
alarmed that they fore up the bridpe at Aptos to stop communica-
tions with the southern end of the county. However, the smallpox
so0om made invoads in Santa Crug, and all schools were then closed
in an attempt to hinder the epidemic.

Tn 1878 2 diphtheris epidemic swept through Santa Cruz County
and took its toll. Infant mortality was high in those years, and if
a child survived to reach school age, he was considered to be rela-
tively oul of danger from an e¢arly death.

Mothers of that era knew that certain household practices made
for sanitation and good health. On wash day the family clothing and
linens were boiled. Bedding was aired regularly. The lye they put
into their homemade soap helped discourage germs on skin and in
clothing. Lice were conirolled with lamp oil shampoos. Honey
and lemon juice or onion juice made a goed cough syrup. Ginger
tea was good for fonsillitis, A whole nutmeg with a hole in it was
put on a8 string and hung around the neck as treatment for acne.

There was no way to preserve meat in those days except by
puiting it down in brine or lard, drying or curing it. Fruits were
canned with sugsr syrup.

Every home and schoolhouse had its "backyard convenience"
or privy, into which lye was poured at intervals to keep the flies
and odors down. Sewers were in the future,

In Santa Cruz a real estate promoter advertised lots for sale on
Mission Hill: "Ideal for a home and the healthiest in the areq '--for
a8 good reason. The editor of the Santa Cruz Sentinel was urging the
citizens not to allow their raw sewape to run downthe open trenches
which were then used to drain it off. It was not until 1875 that Santa
Cruz's sewapge was piped underground.

Medicine wagons made the rounds of early-day towns, usually

putting on a show of some kind to draw the crowds. A barker would
then take over and, speaking loudly and holding up one bottle or jar
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after another, would guarantee the cure of almost anything. Bottles
and jars would be sold for §1 or $2 as fast as theycould be handed out.

By 1878 the trustees of the five dozen public schools in Santz
Cruz County were becoming increasingly concerned about communi-
cable diseases. They cautioned:

In zeveral instances parents who have had a
child sick with diphtheriz have sent their
childrento school as usual. No doubt this has
been done thoughtlessly. Respect for the
rights of others would prevent anyone from
willingly exposing them toao great s danger.
It 15 hoped this will not occur in the future,
It perhaps would not be too much to agk
physicizns, in such cases, to use their
influence in behalf of the gpeneral safety;
and, if need be, to inform the priocipzl as

to what families should be exeluded from the
schools,

(It was not until nearly 60 years later, in 1937, that county
gchools were given the suthority to employ school nurses, to be
paid from the generzal funds. )

And what were those early schools like?

The average schoolhouse of the 1870s in Santa Cruz County was
8 one or two-room box-shaped wood building, simply laid out, often
built of rough-sawn boards, covered with a coat of whitewash.
Paint was expensive. Whitewash was cheap and easy to apply,

A stovepipe pierced one side wall or the shingled roof. The
stove burned wood which was cheap and easy to come by from the
sawmills which were located in almost every ares of the county.
There was usually a big boy among the students who could take on
the job of cuiting and carrying the firewood. Chopping wood was a
skill sequired by practically every able-bodied male in the county




at an early-age. Homes, stores, offices, schools, churches--even
the Santa Cruz County Courthouse-——all were heated by wood-burning
Stoves.

In winter the iteacher ususlly iried io get to school 8 half-hour
early to build the fire and get the chill off the room, Stoves had to
be emptied of their ashes, too. If there was no handyman among
the students, all these tasks and more fell to the teacher. BShe--or
he-—swepi the fAoors, dusied the desks and bookshelves, cleaned
the windows, and kept the privies in a reasonable state of eleanli-
nesg. Thia last chore was helped slong by throwing a shovelful of
ashes or lime down the holes to discourage flies and kill the odor.

Small schoolhouses rarely had water piped into them. The
drinking water arrived in a larpe bucket from 2 nearby spring or
neighbor's well, and the bucket was replenished d=ily, Ttwas placed
in'the cloakroom, if there was one, and a iin dipper was oung over
the side of the bucket. A thirsty child dipped his drink, downed if,
then replaced the tin dipper for the nexi customer. Germs were
nirt discussed or even thought of-=perhaps one of the reasons those
aforementioned epidemics of smallpox and diphtheria went like
wildfire throngh the school-age population.

COrdinary paper was an expensgive item at times and difficeclt to
obtain and certainly was not for common usage. Foolscapwas pre-
cious--used sparingly by the teacher and doled out to the siudents
grudgingly, a sheet at a time, for yvery special purposes. Each
child had a slate on which he worked sums and wrote words and
sentences with chalk., A soft rag served to erase the glate, It
worked better when slightly damp and for that purpose might be
occasionally dipped into the drinking water bucket,

ITf the school hoasted a cloakroom, the hooks for haits and coats
lined s walls, If there was no cloakroom, the books were on the
main room walls, nesr the door, where students could shed and
hang their outer parments as they ecntered. Ewverybody wore hais
in thode days, summer and winter, so the hoolks were in use even
during warm weather when coats weren't being worn.

There were nol alwavs desks in those box-like sehoolhouses.
The poorer districts had benches on which the students sat, all
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facing the teacher. Teachers--particularly the men teachers--
sormetimes kept order by force.

In her old age, Margaret Martin of Glenwood, who grew up in
the Corralitos area, still shudders when she tells of one parficu=
larly stricl teacher. "Old BErady’ he was called by all the pupils
behind his back=="8ir" to his face., Brady had a stout stick which
he used with relish upom the backsides of sindents who strayed
from the straight and narrow 83 he prescribed it. Brady whacked
with 2 venpesnece, marking the path of education with black and blue
bruoises.

"Did he whip the girls too?" Mrs. Martin was asked.

"He had the girls hold out their hands apd he whipped them that
way. lididn't happen very oftenbecause we were all terrified of him.
Even the biggest boys were afraid of Old Brady,'' she recalled.

Spelling was taught to 8 great degree by rote, of course, followed
by # spelling bee during which pupils stood up in front of the class
taking furns spelling words pronounced by the feacher. As long as a
pupil spelled his cords correctly, he was allowed to stand., If he
misspelled a word he had to git down. [twas Quite anhonortobe "ast
one up'' and win the bee. Competition was keen and was not looked
upon 25 an undesirable state of affajrs.

Lo Kincannon of Santa Cruz, who is 84 this year (1978), re-
calls an early spelling bee at Gaultl School in Sants Cruz:

"I wasn't alwaysthetop speller in the clags,'' he says, laughing,
"but I remember one time when I was. 1 won out over Stanford Smith
and Lthe teacher wasn't very happy about it because his parents were
gifting there listening, " Stenford Smith went on to become a promi-
nent Santa Cruz attorney.

What of the curricula in those days? The mainstay, of course,
was McGuffey's Reader. That little brown book was the ''Bible' of
erades one through six. Then pupils wenl on Lo Appleton's Reader.
Lanpguage studies were faken first from Swinton, then from Reed
and Kelloggs' books,
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Arithmetic was just "numbers"” up to grade three, then went
inte Robinson's or Milnes' books. Fractions came along in the
Iaiier nali of prade three. The multiplication tables wore some-
times learned to the tune of "Yankee Doodle, ' and more often, by
reciting aloud in unison. Spencerian handwriting with its curves
and loops was considered the only proper wayv to write. Inkwells
were not introduced until grades three or four. Monteith's Geo-
graphy was widely used in grade four and history was learned from
books by Swinton, then Barnes,

Grade eight brought a course in etymology, or word snalyzis,
during which students dug into Latin, Greek, and Anglo-Saxon to
discover prefives and derivatives. It was a2 course dreaded by many
students who found it difficult to pass, according to the late Ernest
Cite, who wrote his memories of school deys in Santa Cruz.

The curricula in those days leaned heavily on the basic three
Rs, and music and art were regarded more in the nature of treats
or rewards, or even as 'frills" by some parents. Otto, who was
born in Santa Cruz in 1871, recalled music at Mission Hill School
in one of his columns written for the Santa Cruz Sentinel;

"At Migsion Hill, if the teacher was able to sing, the morning
and afternoon classes always were opened with singing, and some-
times as a reward for good hehavior, we were allowed fo sing for
the lasi fifteen minuies of school iime. Some of the books we used
were titled 'Silver Carol, ' 'Golden Robin, ' and 'Golden Wreath, '

Otto explained that only the teacher had a copy of the songhook.
She wrote the words on the blackbogrd for the childrento memorize.

His memories continue: "'And we gang such favorities as "Go,
Birdie, Tell WinnieI'm Waiting,! '"The Miser Lives for Gold Alone, !
and 'Tell Me Birdie, What You Say!' We slso sang the multiplica-
tion tables and the "0, Did ¥You Ever Hear the Geography Song?!
In the higher grades of grammar we stopped singing and tackled
MeGuffey's Reader..,”

Anocther reward CHio spesks of was for the teacher to read to
the class when it had beon on particularly good behavior. Selections
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were usually from such books as Grimm's Fairy Tales, Swiss
Family Robingon, Tom Sawver, Gulliver's Trawvels, and Robinson
Crusoe.

Misbehavior, according to Otto, earned a demerit, "' which
meant staying after school to write 50 or 100 lines, or perhaps a
going-over with the strap or ruler.

“This was not the country of the hickory stick, but of the ruler,
the strap, a rattan or possibly a rawhide,” he wrote. "Not every
teacher used the stick, of course, but there were those teachers
who thoroughly believed in the old adapge, 'Spare the rod and spoil
the child.'"

However, some of the students retzlizted and were tough on
teachers, according to Otto, When one teacher started to apply the
rawhide, the student iook out his pocketknife and cut the strap to
pieces. Then he threw the pieces out the window. Once at Bay View
School the teacher got thrown oul the window, and there were several
cases Otto mentions when the principal would get a black eye from
his resentful charges.

Cme teacher was actually treed by a lerge male studett who
was as big--and much tougher--than the teacher was. Another
dignified male teacher, about to apply discipline with a stout cane
to the posterior of a male studentl, never got to land the first blow.
Ingtead, the surprised teacher found himself nursing a painful eyc
which swelled up and turned several intercsting colors, including
black.

The current (1377) flap in the State of California regarding
the setting aside of arcas for student smoking, is really notexactly
new, according to Otto’s columns: A crowd of older students
would sit along the fence outside, smoke and do just asthey pleased,
for no teacher dared to touch one of the gang, " he wrote. "But in
those dayvs of stern and feir discipline, no pupil would run home
crying to his parents of his punishment at school==that would mean
an additional walloping. "

Once in a while there was 8 teacher who used the high, pointed
dunco cap on studenis who did not know their lessons.  Aond




occasionally a teacher might wash out a boy's mouth with soap as
punishment for using profanity.

In contrast, 'Awards of Merit" were given for perfect recita-
tions. And when hoys were appointed to serve as 'firemen of the
room, ' it was considered an honor although it meant work-~keeping
the stove woodbox filled. Ancther honor was the appointment to
gerve as monilor when the teacher left the room. The monitors
often lost control of things, if has been reported, and teachers re-
turned to find crasers Mying through the air and spitballs stuck to
the ceiling.

If a cless was lucky enough to have a teacher who was inter-
ested in natural history, there might be field trips to the seashore
and forests to hunt for shells and flowers, insects, and rocks.

Many schools had bells, large bells that were rung to mark the
day's events. The bell rang in the morning to signal the start of
classes, and again at 10:45 a.m. for recess, at noon for the luneh
hour, and at 1:00 p.m. to mark the start of affernoon classes. Roll
call was always taken in the morning and apgain after lunch.

Ag for academics, In Santa Cruzx High School the last five
months of the senior year were apent in a review of all grammar
school subjects. This wags done, according to Ernest Otto, to allow
senior pupils to prepare for the teachers' examinations which were
conducted fwice a year.

Many aspiring teachers did not go on to teachers’ colleges or
"normal schools' as they were then called. Instead, they graduated
from high school, then took a special examination given by the county
school superintendent to those wishing to enter the teaching pro-
Teszion. A passing grade earned them g ocertificete and enabled them
to start teaching.

"Most of the teachers in school had been selected from those

who held county certificates, for it was unusual for a high school
graduate to enter normal school or college, " Otto wrote.
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In those years of the 18708 men teachers were paid an average
of $590 a month, and women teachers earned an average of $58.75 a
month. Teachers were not allowed to specizlize, but =at at their
desks all day, listening to recitations from 50 or more students.

Al Mission Hill School each teacher had two grades of up to 80
pupils. The educators put in long days, often staying late after
hours to help backward pupils, and they spent long hours at home
preparing lessons.

Examination week was serious business. FBach pupil was re-
quired io write the following at the bottom of his or her examinstion
paper: 'In writing this paper I have received no =1d from any book
or paper or any other source beyond my own knowledge of the sub-

= ject,” The weekly Sentine]l newspaper published the names of those
who graduated and those who got promoted. No one got promoted
urless his or her grades averaged better than 80 per cent. Report
cards were marked in every subject with percentages.

As for the teacher in the country schools, they often taught all
eight elementary grades in one room, swept the floor, dusted, built
the fires in the wood stove, kept the outhouses c¢lean, and considered
themselves fortunate if they earned more than $50 a month. Women
teachers oulnumbered men five fo one in Santa Cruz County's early
days of public education, mainly because women were willing to work
for less and school budgets were fight.

Once a year a teacher might get to attend the ""Teachers' Insti-
tu LII".,I' which was conducted in Santa Crue by the county superinten-
dent of schools, whose mandated duty was to "upprade the guality of
education’ within the county--a mandate which exists to this day,

In 1865 a statute was passed which required the county superintend-
ent. to regulate, preside over, and conduct all county teachers' in-
sliluteg, They were ugually scheduled for the fall season, lasted
three days, and were designed to keep teachers up-to-date on new

x teaching techniques and methods. These "instilutes' were the fore-
rumers of today's numerous inservice' trzining sessions and
workshops for teachers provided by the county’s Office of Education,




The early Branciforte School looked
like thig==-a square box with a fancy
bell tower on top. School bells rang
the day's schedule: from opening in
the morning, recess, lunch time,

end of lunch, closing. Branciforte

School probably established in 1860.

Branciforte schoolhouse in 18983, The building just grew and
grew, as did so many of the early box-like schoolhouses did,
by adding rooms and wings here and there.
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Young ladies wore frilly white gowns and young men appeared in
guits and tiez for graduation baek in 1895 at Santa Cruz High
School, They proudly hold their diplomas,
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How many of these can you identify? These are Mission Hill

eiphth graders who later graduated from Santa Cruz High in

1914. Among them are Haswell Leask, Edward Rouniree,

Ralph Greer, George Dolan, Marjorie Drullard, Grace Stewart,

Josephine Girardi, Rose Hauselt, Hazel Baxter, Lois Nelson,

Daisy Winterhalder, Francesz McCagkill, and Marguerite Smith,
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Eay View School, the rebel of the 'Four Corners”
area, looked like this. Photo taken in the 1830s,

2T ] e T TR R e DU AR R S e :
Railroad School had & problem when the Southern Pacific Railroad after
which it was named decided to run elsewhere--but it kept the name. It
wes established in 1868. The main part of this building was erected in
1900, with portion to right of bell tower added in later years. Photo
probably taken in early 1840s. Cezsed in 1946, when amnexed to
Salsipuedes, 44




V. Some Early Schools

In 1500 there were more schools in Santa Cruz County thanthere
are now--but they were of a very different kind,

There are now, in 18978, approximately 31, 000 youngsters en-
rolled in kinderparten through twelfth grade in the county, and 54
schools. At the turn of the century, of course, there were far fower
children, but the School FPersonnel Directory for 1899-1900 shows
that there were a totzl of 67 schools in existence at that time. Of
those 67, 48 were one-ieacher schools and 10 were two-teacher
schools, The largest teaching staff inthe county was 10--at Mission
Hill Sechool in Santa Cruez.

Today we usually build a school and thentransport the studentsto
it. Butinthose days schools generally were built where the students
were=-each of the tiny, relatively inaccessible communities tucked
away in remote valleys throughout the county usually had its own
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little country school, When residents of an area felt there were
enough children to warrant it, they would form a school distriet,
pool their resources io build a schoolhouse, and hire a teacher
{(who often boarded at the home of one of the local citizens).

Thus, while today there are 10 school districts in the county,
there was a grand toial of 57 districts at the turn of the century.
Omnly two of the districts had more than one school within their
boundaries: the "big city' districts of Santa Cruz (eight schools)
and Watsonville {(four]. All the others had orly one school apiece.

Agthe decades went by &nd travel and communication improved--
and as= the s=chool bus became more common--many =2maller schools
were asbsorbed by larger, better cstablished schools. The little,
one-teacher school disappeared.

« .+« Union, Petroleum, Laguna, Powder Works, El Jaro, Sea-
side, Summit, Apua Puercs, Newell Creek, Bald Mountain, Brown,
Cheean View, Cave Gulch. .. we could go on and on. These are just
a few of the names of carly schools that are now almost forgotten.

" {A more complete list appears in the Appendix, }

Ohviously, it is an impossible task to trace here the history
of ‘egeh of those schools, even If space permitied. Kach one went
through various stages of evolution... some prospered, s0me were
annexcd o other schools, some burned down or were moved. Some
only lasted a few years becanse they were dependent on the tempo-
rary populationof a lumber mill or grist mill or paper mill; when
all the marketable trees in 8n ares were cut or the grain crops
were no longer profitable, the mills moved elsewhere or went out
of business, and the schools ususally died a natural death from lack
of papils. And of course =ome of those one-room 2chools simply
led the kind of obscure, uhchronicled life that causes the historical
regearcher to despair,

For these reasons we have chosen here only a handful of early

schools to degeribe and hope that they may serve as examples of
the whole. ..
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CORRALITOS (OAK GROVE)

Corralitos school district was orgsnized under the name of
Oak Grove. Oak Grove School was one of the earliest in the county,
probably established about 1858, (You'll recall that Oak Grove was
one of the seven schools described by Superintendent Haslam in his
1861 report, mentioned earlier in this book. In 1868 the Green
Vealley school district was carved out of the Oak Grove district, and
in 1871 Ogk Grove became Corralitos. )

"Corralitos' means "little corrals' in Spanish, snd this area in
southern Santa Cruz County is said to be where the Mission pastured
many Of its horses and cows. Lumbering began there in 1853, and
the population grew as families settled there to work in the lumber
mills in the surrounding hills and to raise grain,

By 1861 the thriving little settlement had two stores, a grist
mill, = wagon and blacksmith shop, 20 houses, three sawmills,
and--a schoolhouse, called the Qok Grove School,

A Mr., Brown taught at the school for only three days, then gave
up the position because there were only "small students" in attend-
ance, and he considered them too insignificant to spend time and
patience on, A Mrs., Knowles and her huaband taught, followed by
g Mr. Fall. Others who came at intervals included Mr. Lloyd,
Miss Webher, Mr. Burdick, Mr. O0'Connelly, F. Cooper, and the
Misses Hall and Fallon., E. C. Newell taught from 1869 to 1871 and
during those years the atiendance blossomed to 130 pupils &nd the
gchoolhouse was termed inadeguate,

The next schoolhouse constructed at Corralitos in 1870-71 cost
about 3, 000, and when it was built the district name was changed
from Oak Grove to Corralitos.

The school took preat pride in its bell. It had cost $125 and
had a commanding tone that rang out to all corners of the district,
calling the students to class. The school's next great pride and joy
was itz library of 400 volumes, inecluding the American Encyclo-
pedia,
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By 1879 the first schoolhouse had been moved off the original
gite and a larger one built to hold the growing enrollment.

As the years went by other small schools sprang up in the area.
In 1846-4T Corralitos annexed the small districts of Eureka, Hazel
Dell, Ias Manzanitas, Brown's Valley, Redwood, and GreenValley.
In 1965 Correlitos iteelf was absorbed intothe newly formed Pajaro
Valley Unified School District and ceased operation as a scheol,

SAN ANDREAS

San Andress School (sometimes spelled "San Andres'' in carly
days] came into existence in 1861. If was given a one-sentence
mention in Superintendent Haslam's reportof thatyear: ''San Andres,
{new District)--0Of redwood; sixteen feet by twenty feet; ten feet
high; not very well furnished; average daily attendance, ten. \

It was located in the south county area, at the corner of 3an
Andreas and Buena Vista Roads, wherpe it still may be scen today.

After that humble beginning in 1861 it contimued to grow, We
are fortunate to have 8 local resident who was a student at San
Andreas at the turn of the century and can tell us first hand what
the school was like then. She is MissClara G, Dickson, 86 years
old at thiz writing and now living in Watsonville.

Miss Dickson was born in 1881 in the Watsonville area. She
was one of four children. She began her education about 18397 at
San Andreas School, walking a mile from her home fo get there.
She went on to become a teacher, graduating from the University of
Cslifornia at Berkeley. She taught school for about 47 years, she
says--31 of them at Walsonville High School as a teacher of Span-
ish. Records show she started at Waisonville High in 19253 as a
cooking teacher and Spanish insiructor and retired in 1954,

Several years ago she wrote downher memeories of her school
vears at San Andreas for the Pajaro Valley Historical Association.
She and the Association have given us permission to reproduce ex-
cerpts here, for which we are deeply graieful, because MissDickson
recreates beautifully what a turn-of-the-century school was like, .,
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Ag | remember the schoolhouse I think
of alarge, oblong, white building with green
shulters and a wide veranda across the front
with a number of steps down to the yard,
Inside s wide platiorm ran across the whaole
front. Onthis, s cupboard for libvary books,
an organ, the teacher's desk and tables for
exhibits andmaps. There were double desks,
about four rows, Of course the front ones
were stnall and low, There were cosl oil
lamps &#nd 8 large clock on the wall above
the blackboards. In the back of the room,
in the cemter, a wood stove and wood box,
and in the two corners of the room by the
two doors many hooks on the wall for costs,
Iunch baskels or pails, The out houses
were on the edge of the property, far from
the schoolhouse. The water supply was a
larpe barrel with 2 sguare hole in the top.
This was ona sled and hauled in fresh
onee a week, Later, T understand there
was asapipgol at one end of the barrel, A
common drinking cup was used for many
yeara,

The railroadirack ranwithin afew [eet
of the school--so0 a noisy enpine was enough
to interrupt a recitation. The railrozad sta-
tion==Ellicott--was just a few yvards beyond
the school. There was a huge grain-storing
warchouse there, [ean remember Fred
Hurnside being in charge of this. Duringmy
vears in school the train on which President
Mckinley was. riding passed by. Of course
we were all outside to sec it

The school day usually began with the
teacher standingonthe front porch--ringing
a3mall bell. PFupils lined up to march in,
salute the flag, and often repeat or lezrn a
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new 'Memory Gem.'' The teacher wrote
them on the front board. One I remember
WaS. ..
"Lives of great men all remind us,
We'nan make our lives =ublime,
And, departing, leave behind us,
Tootsteps on the sands of time., "'

Therewas on the front board too a2 schedule
for the day. This was very necessary as
there were ning grades under one teacher's
care. we were foriunate in having very
good teachers so we were well prepared for
entering high school. In the lower grades
we poceived very prefiy colored cards =&
rewards for good spelling, reading, etc.
Even in the upper grades some teschors
uged pretty cards [or yeariy repori cards
and promotion cards. At the end of the
school yvear we all locked forward to the
"last day of school.” In the evening our
families and friends znd many visitors
came to hear a fine program--of recita-
tions, diglogue, dancees and tableans. The
county superintendent was there to present
diplomas. He ofien made an impressive
gpecch. I well remember Superintendent
Linscott's fine appearance and good addresses.
[J. W. Linscolt was county superintendent
of schools from 1885 to 1906.] After the
school program was over the desks were
piled on the platform and dancing was en-
joyed to the music of Sam Gummow's violin
and sometimes an accordion. For the last
day of school elzborate (Lo us) decorations
were made. Flowers were broughl from
home, and flowers were gathered from the
roadside. Al that time of year the yellow
Tipines were beautiful. Crepe paper was
used too.




Almost everyone walked to school ex-
cept in real rainy weather. In our fields
my [ather had built stiles to get over the
fences. Many walked down the railroad
track. Of course the boys and girls en-
joyed the companionship of these wallks,
The games at school were wonderful too.

[ remember the games Run Sheep Rumn,
Prisoner's Base, as well as Tap, Base-
ball, and Las=i Couple Oul, Some tezchers
had good games during class time too-=-
such as Spelling Bees. We surely learned
the parts of speech too in diagramming
gnd parsing, etc.

One of the big events was faking the
county examinations which came in a
sealed envelope sand was opened before us
just before the examination.

I can't end this without mentioning the
warrants which the teachers received. MMy
izther was ofiten clerk of the board so 1 had
A choance to see the warranis--which were,
a8 [ remember, 380 for a month., Of
course hoard snd room were on the same
lawal,

San Andreas School gave me many happy
daysa.

~-Clars Dickson

POWDER WORKS SCHOOL
Founded in 1864, Powder Works School served children of the

workers st the powder mill which was located on the San Lorenzo
River north of Santa Crux, where Paradise Park is today,
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One of the teachers was Lillian Dake, who lived in Santa Cruz
with her mother and stepfather, Judge and Mrs. William Storey,
Lillian saddled up and rode horseback esch day to her teaching job
at Powdermill Ilat, a distance of about three miles from the Storey
home. Whenshe arrived at the schoolhouse she removed the saddle,
tied, and fed her horse. Usually there was a boy around who would
help with the horse and, in cold weather, carry lirewood and build
a fire to warm the one-room achool. Lillian carried her lunch, of
course, =2nd could make coffee or tea on the school stove.

At the end of the day she would sweep out the schoolhouse, per-
haps dust a bil, maybe throw = shovelful of lime down each outside
privy (there were always two--one for the boys, one for the girls).
Then she would saddle her horse and ride home. All this for the
princely sum (perhaps we should say "queenly” =um) of about $50 =
month. School operated for six months or less, then would be out
oi operation for the balance of the year,

Lillian had been one of the fourth elass to praduaie from Santa
Cruz Wigh School in 1883, She then had passed a rigorous written
and oral examination by the county supeérintendent of schools in order
to receive hep tesching credential. Lillian also was o talented artist
and later married Frank Heath who became one of California's well-
known early artists. They made their home on Beach Hill in Santa
Cruz and Lillian gave up her teaching career.

Powder Works School closed in 1900 and its pupils were sent to
Girant School first, then to Mission Hill viathe company bus--a horse
drawn vehicle,

BAY VIEW SCHOOL

- Earlier we mentioned the trend toward the shsorbtion of small,
one-school districts into larger districts. PBut some schools, like
Bay View in Santa Cruz, resisted this trend and put up a struggle to
retain their sutonomy. Santa Cruz wanted to unionize the smaill
school, taking it into its district and pointed out that central admin-
1stration would produce 3 more efficient operation, But Bay View
didn’t buy the srgument and didn't pive up without a long fight.
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Bay View school disirict was founded in 1865 at the "Four
Corners, ' a location that seemed far out of town in those day =,
althourh today Wesl Santa Cruz has crept out, enpulfed it, =znd
cone far beyond it. The "corners' location is where Mission and
Hay Streets come together.

Hay View wass a rate school where parents paid a2 fee to have
their children aftend. Anna Phillips taught there until 18687 when
she built & small house nearby and sct up her own private school
with MNellie Doxie as a feacher.

In 1876 & three-story wood schoolhouse was constructed at
BHay View wilh s 520,000 bond issue. A high school actfually was
started there alsobut failed to compete with Santa Cruz High School.

Bay View was operaling independently as a district at that time.
But in that year, 1876, the town of Santa Cruz was incorporated as
a city, and the new city charier put all the schools within eity
boundaries into a single district, te be under the jurisdiction of a
single board of school trustees.

Parenis of Bay View studenis objected strenuously. They
actually carried their battle to the state Supreme Court. Finally,
it took & court order to force them to join the Sants Crus City
School District in 1882,

BEACH SCITOOT,

A similar sort of losing batfle was fought by the parents of
EBeacli sehool situdents near Watzonwville, established in LBEE or '69,
It wasg part of the Walsonville digtrict, I[n 1203 sttendance had
dropped and the Watsonville school board ordered Beach closed.

Bul parents banded topether and ''bussed" children to the school
via horse and buggy or wagon for several years, drawing other
children from a distance in an attempt to keep the little school open.
But finally, when they faced the prospect of having o hire their
own teacher, they bowed to the inevitable and gave up. The school
ceased operation about 1913,




Perhaps 8 word should be said here about those parents--not
just the Bay View and Beach School parents, but many like them
throughout the county. Most of them took great pride in the fact
that their children were getting an education. They worked hard to
kEeep up their schoolhouses, and it was important to them to have a
say in the education of their children. Many of those parents who
put such 2 high value on education never had the chance to acquire
one for themselves,

APTOS SCTIOOL.

Aptos School District was organized in 1867 along with Mountain
District. In 1868 Rafael Castro, a member of one of the couniy's
oldest and most distinguished Spanish families, gave land for a
schoolhouse which was built in 1871. In 1889 Clsude Sprechkels,
ihe sugar king who had purchased a large land holding from Castro,
gave properiy to enlarge the school site and financed a new bhuild-
ing. Records of a third wooden sfructure are lost, but the fourth
building was constructed in 1929 in the Mission style so popular in
those years, In 1830 Aptos unionized Valencia School and, in 1942,
La Selva Beach School.

The latter school had been estahlished in 1871 as Hill Schocl.
iz name was changed to Rob RHoy in 1832, and then to La Selva
Beach in 1936.

RAILROAD SCHOOL

Occasionally a school acquired its name in an interesting or
unusual way. Railroad School near Walsonville was one of those.
In 1868 families living east of Watsonville were looking forward to
the day when the Southern Pacific railroad would cut through the
Santa Cruz Mountaines at Chittenden Pass and come directly to Wat-
sonville. They builta school on what they thoupht would be the route
and with great anticipation named it Raijlroad School,

Alas--the negotiations between the city fathers of Watsonville
and the railroad bogged down, and the railroad declined to build a




bridge across the Pajaro River without more financial support from
the city and changed its route. It went instead to Pajaro, across
the river from Watsonville, The little school was isolated. But it
hung on to its name.

Ome of the early teachers at the school was John W. Linscoit,
who later became county superintendent of schools. In his unpub-
lished autobiography he described how, newly arrived inthe Pajaro
Valley in the spring of 1869, he went looking for his first teaching
job in California:

Monday morning, I called on Mr. H. E.
Makinney, County Superintendent of schools,
at the old Court House and inguired if there
were any schools needing a tescher. After
looking over my credentials and recommen-
dations, he said that I was somewhat late,
g5 nearly all of the schools had already
commenced, but referred me to a small
school near Watzonville, He pranted me a
temporary certificate, wvalid until the next
guarterly examination to be held a few weeks
later.

The next morning I started at an early
hour by horse and buggy over the tedious,
sandy, hilly road which connected the two
towns. No paved highways then, and at ten
o'clock interviewed Mr. Charles D. Traiton,
Clerk of the Board of Trustees of Railroad
School District two miles east of Watsonville.
In a few minuies [ was engaged to teach the
school at a salary of sixiy dollars per month—-
salaries were low in Sania Cruz County in
those days. [ found & boarding place in the
home of Mr. O. H. Willoughby, and on the
following Monday, began my first school in
Califorma. ...

The schoolhouse, only a short distance
from my boarding place, was a rough, board
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gtructure, about forty feet long by twenty
feet wide. Il had been bullt of unsezsoned
lumber which, after shrinking, had left
quite wide openings so that there was no
necessity for other ventilation. The furni-
ture was in very good condition,

The pupils, ranging in age from five
to sixteen, numbered about twenty. They
were bright and active and gave me but
little trouble in respect to discipline.

Two of Linscott's pupils in Reilroad School were Willizs and
Charley Silliman, who later became prominent Pajaro Valley
buginessmen.

Railroad contimied as a school unfil 1946, when it was union-
ized and ab=sorbed inlo Szlsipuedes district.

SANTA CRUZ HIGH SCHOOL

As we mentioned earlier, the first high school class in Santa
Cruz County was copducted on the fourth floor of the Mission ITill
Grammar school in Santa Cruz.

The praduation ceremonies for that first class were held at
Bmith's (later known as Enight's) Opera House on June 7, 1878,
with four pupils receiving diplomag: Migg Pope, Miss Cappelmann,
JohnCooper, and Underwood McCann. School principal Professor
Anderson nofed in his speech that the anmual cost of each high
school student in San Jose was $28.91, but in Santa Cruz it was
only $21.41, leaving a balance "fo the good."

In an article in the Santz Crue Sentinel several days efter the
gradustion ceremonics, the editor noted: "The Cpers House 15 a
larpe building, but om Friday evening of last week its seating and
standing capacity was crowded as thick as herrings in 2 can...
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Sante Cruzans had turned out erirnasse to honor their first four bigh
school gradustes.

By 1894 the voters decided that & separate high schoel building
was needed, and they bonded themselves for $45, 000 by a vote of
530 fo 175 in a March election. The money put additional rooms on
Laurel and Branciforte Schools--and built Santa Cruz High School's
first separate building. Il was three stories high and had a cupola.

For nearly two decades it provided "higher education' for the
young men and women of Santa Cruz. And then, on October 1, 1813,
the high school burned to the ground.

Five thousand citizens pathered towatch the spectacle. Flames
leaped high into the air as the wood building burned. Inside, desks,
books, a1l the equipment that goes to make up a high school, was
destroyed. Guick action early in the disaster saved 40 new type-
writers, and the school's trophies and records, Everything else
burned.

Insurance covered only 70 per cent of the loss. George A. Bond
was principal at the time and there were 345 students.

Higher edueation in Santa Cruz ran a hectic course for some
monthe after the fire. Classes were conducted all over town and
after hours in the grammar schools. Cooking classes were held in
the Odd Fellows Building on Pacific Averme. Commercigl classes
were in the Alta Building downtown, and school programs were held
in the Opera House or the Armory.

A March 17, 1914, bond issue for $170,000 passed, and the

present high schoel building was constructed and opened its doors
to students in the fall of 1915,

WATSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL AND THE GAS HOUSE

Watsonville High School began in the same manner as Sania
Cruz High School--and suffered the same fate.




Tt began as an adjunct to the gramimar schoel, when John W.
Linscott was the principal. The two-year high school course was
sufficient to get pupils into college, with the addition of some Latin
and Greek, But as the schools developed and the curriculum im-
proved, college entrance requirements became stiffer. By 1891
the high school course was extended (o three years.

By this time the number of high school students in Watsonville
had inereased to the point where a new, separate boilding was
needed. The district passed a $25, 000 bond, and & two-glory frame
building, designed by W. H. Weeks, was built on the corner of
Third and Marchant Streets. [t contained eight classrooms and a
lIibrary.

On November 8, 1901, only sbout seven years after it was
built, the school burned to the ground. Almost everything was
lost, and records were destroyed. A week later the school district
received the insurance-—approximately §15, 000,

In December a3 hond igsue for $30,000 to re-build the school
failed. But by February the district was able to pass a smaller
hond issue for $15,000. Architect Weeks was hired to design a
MSpanish style' building, which was constructed on the foundations
of the former school plant.

The trustees then turned their attention to the three elemen-
tary schools of the Watsonville distriet, which by this time were in
poor repair. Weeks was called in to modernize the building=.

But money wag a problem. Three fimes in & row citizens
turned down school bond issues at the polls. In desperation the
trustees rented a building from the Watsonville Power and Light
Company in order to alleviate the crowded conditions, This was
known as the Gas House School, and students attended there [rom
1906 to 1904,

Finally, in 1909, a $40,000 bond izsue passed and a new pri-

mary building, near the sgite of the old one, was constructed, plus
a new building on Beach Road.
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Everyone was proud of Santa Cruz High School when
it was built in 1885, the county's first high school
building. It burned down in 1813 {=ee below). Its
replacement, the present building on Walnut Avenue,
wasg degigned by W, H. Weeks (see next page).

The night Santa Cruz High School burned to the ground--Oet. 1, 1913--
there was a shutterbug there who recorded the shaitering event with
this photograph.
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Arpchitect W. H. Weeks went all out when he designed Watsonville High
School, built 1902, It was torn down in 1964. Cafeteria was on bottom
floor. Cabrillo College began in this building, holding its classea here

1858-52. The present high school's language complex and library are
now on this site.
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Boulder Creek High Scheol was 2 handsome
building, also designed by W. H. Weeks., It
was build in 1905 for £8,245. Granite Rock

Company did the work.

Architeet W. H, Weeks of Watsonville, who designed
many elegant buildings in Santa Cruz County, including
the two shown on thiz page and the main building of the
prezent Santa Cruz High School. Photo taken about 1803,
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LIVE OQAK SCHOOL

The ups and downs of early public education in Santa Cruz
County's smaller schools are well illustrated in highlighis from
the history of Live Oak School.

It was establighed in 1872 when Martin Kinsley gave one-half
acre of land for & schoolhouse. The Kinsleys had nine children--
reason enough to start a school. The land he gave, located at the
corner of Capitola Road and 19th Avemue, was originally part of
the Jose Rodriguez property.

A schoolhouse 20" by 50° in size was built, and Miss Mary
Cooper was hired to teach zt $65 2 month, Trustees were Martin
Kinsley, Uriah Thompson, and Walter Linsky. In 1876 the trustees
edded snother acre and & half to the school property.

Pupils in 1885 included some historic Santa Cruz County names:
Arana, Rodriguez, Moran, Maciel, Casiro, and Thurber, among
the 38 in attendance. Records show that in 1894 Fanmie . Hum-
phrey taught for five months &t $55 2 month, then for five more
months at 350 a month. Expenditures of 1898 included 218,50 to
paint the schoolhouse. The janitor got $4.

In 1814 a new two-room brick schoolhouse was built to replace
the origingl onc-room wood building. The new school plan boasted
a hot zir furnace, toilets, & libreary, waiting room, and two clzss-
rooma--coit not to exceed §4,000. Architect William Bray drew
the plans which were a 'modification of Mission and Spanish Ren-
sissance styles of architecture...'

In 1815 electricity was installed and the school paid $2 a month
to Coast Counties Gas and Eleciric Company for the privilege of
having electrie lights.

Units of two clzssroomes were added in 1822, 1926, and 1835,

In those years the Live Oak community grew rapidly as a flower
bulb and chicken ranching area.
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In 1841 a threo-room quonsset hut wazs moved onto the school
grounds, and eight years later a wing of four classrooms was added,
making a ftotal of 15 useable classrooms.

In 1946 Live Osk School was really feeling the population crunch
with 333 students in space planned for 200, The Live Ozk tax rate
was 20 cents per hundred--the highest of all Santz Cruz County rurzl
schools. Assessed valuation was §1, 594, 795 and bonding capacity
was §79,739,

A surwvey of rural public schools in Santa Cruz County at that
timme stated: "'Unionization is planned in several districts, as
buildings are very old and over-crowded, Some districts are too
far from others on poor roads to unite, but their schoolhouzses date
from the 18502 and show it. .+ « Bural schools' enrollment has
jumped from 1,515 in 1942 to 2,908 in 1946..."

The report went on to say: ""We have tried for government
quonset huts, paper-covered buildings, and officers! guarters with
no 2uccess. We are afraid we will have to fry for hollow redwood
trees, ..

By 1851 Live Dak's totzl classrooms were increased to 24 with
an emergency: grant of $206,000 from the state at no cost to the
district. The crest of the World War II "baby boom' had arrived.

In 1856 the old schoclhouse was demolished with the exception
of one roorm, which was used for kindergarten. Two years later,
grades kindergarten through fourth went on double sessions.

Today, after years of financial struggle and double zession
problems, Live Ozak School District has three schools: Live Ok
sehool is logated on Capitola Roead in Samta Cruz on slightly more
than seven acres, Green Acres School is nearby on ten-plus acres,
and Del Mar WMiddle School is less than a mile away on about 12
ACres.

Live Dak's story of expansion is typical of many other local
school districts located in fast-growing areas of Sents Cruz County.
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L LENWOOL

Glenwood district, in the Scofis Valley ares, was established
i1 1885. The school was located in the mountaing near Lower
Tunnel and Mt. Charlie Roads. In 1805 it burned down--a some-
what common fate of schools in those days, it scems. Following
the loss of their school, students sttended class in 2 former buieher
shop, and during this time Glenwood was commuonly called the
Butcher Shop School. "

After a brief period in a private home, a new schoolhouse was
built in 1420--complete with running water, two drinking fountains,
and two inside lavalories, all wvery modern for its day.  While the
butcher shop was in use there had been anly one outhouse, used by
beath bovs and girls.

Callistz Martin Dake, who altended Glenwood School 25 a child
and then returned to teach there in later years, remembers when
Glemwood got a supply of textbooks from Seaside School in 1902
when she was in the second grade. Couniry school teachers in
thoze days often had to make do with what might be availzble inthe
way of supplies, even books.

"We considered ourselves very fortunate, indeed,'' she says.
"We were short on books--the pupils had to double up to study., "

A wave of excilement swept through the entire school when the
gift books arrived via horse and wagon.

Calliste later attended high school for twe years in Boulder
Creek, boarding there with family friends during the school week.
Then she attended Santa Cruz High School for two yesrs, groduating
in 1914, Two years at San Framisco Normal School followed
{today it is San Francisco State University), and Callista had her
teaching credentizl.

"I went back home to Glenwood to teach, " she recalls, "' was
paid £50 a month, "
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The coming of the Sputhern Pacific railroad through the Santa
Cruz Mountains not only opened up entire areas to resort vacation-
ers, but alzso make it pessible for feachers like Clara Steinmetz,
Harriet Liles, and Edna Young to ride back and forth daily from
their homes in Santa Cruz to teach at country schools like Glenwood
and others. Prior to that means of transportation, teachers
hoarded at Glenwood Hotel or with the Martin family.

In 1905 Martin District was formed from part of the original
Glenwood District. The Mariin School changed its name to Valley
View in 1820. Valley View went out of existence in 1838, but Glen-
wood School stayed open until 1951, when its pupils began attending
Scotts Valley School.

More about Glenwood School is contained in the chapter "Christ-
mas In & Mountain School, "' later in this book.

CHESTNUT WOODS
Lest we forget. ..

The public school systern was not the only source of higher
education in Santa Cruz County. In 1884 Professor John A. Chest-
mutwood brought Chestnutwood's Business College fo town. [t
started in & ground floor room of the Pacilic Ocean House, then
moved to the second floor of F. A, Hihn's new brick building at the
corner of Walnut and Pacific Avenues. It could accommeodate 400
pupils, all eager to pursue the mysteries of shorthand and typing.

Historian Leon Rowland notes that 21l was not business, how-
ever: ''Chestnutwoods, in the besi college tradition, had its base-
ball teams and gave dances, in addition fo teaching bookkeeping
and forid handwriting which ran heavily to ornamental scrolls.”

The college later was purchased by Heald's Business College
and wzs moved to Berkeley. (Also, we should note in passing, in
1892 W. M Gardner established a shorthand and typewriting insti-
tute in Santa Cruz.)




Most of the early schools described in this chapter could be
described as monuments to the determination of Santa Cruz County
parents that their children receive an education, Bui, as we'll sep
in the next chapter, some parents had to have more determination
than others. ..
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The original Amesti School wes established in 18749, This building
was erected in 1912 on Green Valley Reoad, not too far from the pre-
sent Amesti School in the Pajaro Valley Dislrict. Two long-time
teachers at thiz school were Marie Knudsen and Hazel Twymean.

Hazel Dell Sehool, built in 1884 and suspended in 1544, T.oceted on
Hazel Dell Road, off Mt. Madonna Road. The building is still atanding.
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Scotts Valley was really 'out in the country'' back In the 18808 when
thig photograph of Scotts Valley School was made. Today's Scotts
Valley Drive was then a wagon track that ran along bhetween the fwo
plcket fences in fromt of the schoolhouse.

Felton School of the 1820=s can hardly ba scendn
thi= ¢arly photo, The flagpole pives a cluc,
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Highland School, estsblished in 1881. This building, consiructed in
1915, was located off Old San Jose Road in Skyland area. Highland
unionized with Loma Prieta Joint District (Santa Clara) in 1230,

Hester Creek School, built in 1906 on Old SanJose Road near Hester Creek.
It was suspended from 1943 through '45, then re-opened in 1846, Absorbed
into Loma Prieta Joint Union Distriet in 1950.

B8




Green Valley District was split off the original Ozsk Grove Distriet
in 1868. This is the second Green Valley School, built in 1898-899,
at 1080 Green Valley Road, Watsonville. Continued as school until
1048, when it wes snnexed to Corralito=.

Ferndale School, Iocated north of county feirgrounds, was eatzblished
in 1807, and unionized with Salsipuedes in 1946, This photo taken about

1345,
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Ganlt School, in Santa Cruae, was proud of its dormera, its bell
tower, and itz six windows on each end of the building. Photo
taken about 10235,

A school for blacks in Watsonville was conducted in thig huﬂdiug'.
Dates uncertain. See following chapter,
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VI. A Fight for Equality in Education

The struggle of bl=ck famili=s to obtain sadeduste schooling for
their children within the Santa Cruz County public school system is
well-illusirated in the story that appears below.

The article was writien by Carolyn Swift, local historian and
newespaper reporter, and appearcd originally in the Watsonville RHe-
gister-Pajaronian of February 23, 1978. We are most grateful to
Miss Swift and to the Pajaronian for allowing ue to reproduceithere:

SCHOOL FOR 'COLORED'
WATSONVILLE'S STRUGGLE FOR BALANCED EDUCATION
GOES BACK NEARLY 100 YEARS

by Carolyn Swift
COn 8 summer' s morning in a rural farming town, nearly two

dozen black children were assembled under protective guard as
they waited to start their first day at the community "white" school.
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Most townfolk thought resident blacks were overstepping "the
color line, "' with their arrogant demands for an equal, integrated
education; and there was talk that morning of a riot by whites bent
on keeping separate schools.

The town was Watsonville and the date was July, 1879. The
confrontation (ultimately scitled in court) was both a daring, suc-
cessful bid for open schools and a precedent fo continuing strugples
by oppressed racial minorities to obtain a balanced education in the
Pajaro Valley.

Sandy Lydon, chairman of the Cabrillo College history depart-
ment, detailed early experiences of Watsonville's black population last
Thursday during the college's observance of Black History Week, He
explained the incident of YO-yvears-ago and told of the black families
who saw education a5 an avenue to the mainstream of Americanlife,

Vritten accounts of blacks in California during the 18th century
are few, Lydon said, but it is evident those who migrated here in the
18605 came to avoid the intolerance they had known elsewhere.

"They came to make a fresh start, to get away from the hassles,”
he s3aid, "Unfortunately, those hassles were zlready here. Intol er=
ance had come with the immigrants, and was in some Ways even in-
tensified. "

There was a fierce hostility simed at Spanish-spesking Cali-
fornisng from the 1850s through the 18705, Lydon said. Although
brutsl violence was later centered in the Pajaroe Valley, the raciam
and anti-Californio sentiment initially spread from & concenlrated
Yankee population (including many Southerners) that first gained =
stronghold on lands surrounding the Mission Santa Cruz.,

Fopr this reason, ethnic minorities tended from the start Lo
settle southward--and more than 75 percent of the county's black
population came to Watsonville,

As a farming community, Watsonville also attracied a greater
ethnic mix to serve =2 2 labor source, and these workers--the
native Indians and Californios, Mexicans, Chinese, and blacks--
were victims without civil rights.
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Since the slavery debate was an cconomic and poliliczl issus in
western territories, the immigration of blacks was permitted and
slavery was outlawed when California became a3 state in 1850--
although slave owners were allowed to reclaim fugitives upto 1858,
Blacks who scttled here were 5till vulnerahle as long as they were
forbidden totestify in court, end they did without this privilege until
1863. It was only after ratification of the 15th Amendment in 1870
that blacks could vole and Serve as jurors.

Considering the negr=random Iynching of Spenish-spezking people
and intolerance of the vigilante years, it was indeed a bold move for
a black man to ipsist on integrated education for his children.

But RHobert Johnson was a man who understood the political
process as a ticket to eivil rights, An illiterate black farmer from
Tennessee with 2 larpe family, Johnson and his wife Sarah bought
lznd in Watsonville in 18538--and that same yesr a black parent
approached the school asking that his children be admiticd.

From census reporis of THE0-1870, ILydon said he determined
Johnson was about forty in 1860, with =ix children ages 1-11 vears.
By 1870, the family had grown to 10 children from ages 2-21 yvoears,
and JTohnson headed one of the dominant black families in the Pajaro
WValley,

"This remarkable family will be the center of a controversy in
Watsonwille that will sirefch over a2 dogen years, & I ydon said.

The comtroversy hegan when two of Johnson's children were
sllowed to sit at the back of the five-vear-old Watsonville school-
house in 1858, Ewvecn though the instrucior, "Dr. Miller, ' save his
black sludents lessons separately [rom the others, white parcnts
demanded complete segregation,  When Miller refused, several
families withdrew and set up a private school.

Georgisna Bruce Kirby, o suffragist and abolitionist living in
Santa Cruz, recorded her reaction to this cvent in a diary. In July

of 1858, she wrote:

"I heard last week there was a fuss in the common sehool at
Watsonville about two colored childron, nice, intelligent, woll
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hehaved children all say, but disgraced by their skin, I understand
ithet the children zre admitted but put off by themselves, poor things,
and not allowed to take plices no matter how much they out-spelled
those above them. The more violently pro-slavery do not permit
their children to go to school at all. The ignorant white people Irom
the siave slates are the cursge of California. They are so stupid and
s0 conceited they think one man (to-wit, themselves) just as good as
another, providing there be not one least drop of African blood in
them, '

Toward the end of the Civil War, blacks in California began to
push for justice in education. The Pajaro Valley District made a
move toward educational provision for blacks in 1864, when a
“"eolored school'  was established in a private home. But when the
war ended and the Civil Rights Bill passed over President Andrew
Johnson's veto in 1866, o black parent apain approached the disirici
and as a taxpayer demanded an equal education for black children.

An article in the ""Pajarc Times, ' on September 15, 1866, re-
ported that the parent wanted to enrcll his children directly in the
white school, on the "grounds that he was taxed for the support of
lhe sehool, &nd, under the prowvision of the Civil Rights Bill; his
children were entitled to the bhenefits of the school. "

Trustees decided to raise funds for & separate school building
and quickly obtained community pledges for 31,300, But money
easily promised was slowly paid. In October the disirict threatened
to integrate the white school until subscriptions were obtained.
Funds were then promptly collected.

The next month, Johnson offered part of his own land, 'to be
used as z school site for a school house to which children ghall be
admitted irrespective of color for the purposes of education.. .

A deed signed November 5, 1B66, contained an agreement by
trustecs to maintein the gchool at least three monihs 2 year except
in times of war or invasion. There was also a provision that “'should
the school not be maintained for any year in time of peace then this
instrument shall be void and the land and premises herein described
shall revert to said party of the first part... "
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Construction then began on the "colored school' that now stands
25 a part of the building, a private home, at 507 E. Lzke Avenue.

The sechool served about 20 students and was open 10 months &
year in the early 18705, Lydon said, and Watsonville hoasted that
"proper care' had been taken of ifts black population.

There were about 50 black residents in Watsonville in 1870,
and when the 15th Amendment wag ratified that March, a celebration
pariy was held. By April 16, some 13 black males had registered
to vote~~including Robert Johnson and his son Benjamin--and in
Maw, two blacks were called for jury duiy.

"By 1878, the black community thought it was time separate-
but-cqual was changed to just equal, ' Lydon said, ''so parents gave
g petition to the school districet asgking that their children be per-
mitted to enroll at the white school,

Trusiees refused, and the Pajaronian gave the following opinion
on . July 18, 1378

"The colored people have hurt themselves in the town., As yet
there iz no commeon ground between the two races, probably never
will be..." the editor said. ""We believed in the emancipation of the
slaves, believe in giving therm many rights, bul do not believe in
allowing them Lo sttend white schools, ™

In retaliztion, blacks toolk their children oul of the colored
school and bepan & boyoott, Ewventually trustees closed the school.
When it reopened in October, 1878, parents sgsin asked to enter
their children at the white school. Trustees refused, the boycott
continued, and Johnson filed suit o bring a tesl cese Lo court.

Perhaps in fear the school property might revert to Johnson's
ownership, frustecs surrendered io demands of black parenis in
July, 18789=--3 year after the boycott hegan, Whites protested with
an injunction to stop the admission of black children.

"It was the school prineipal, John W. Linscott, who gets caught,"

Lydon added. ""The district trustees told him to admit the blacks in
spite of the court order.”
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Linscoti obeyed, the blacks were sdmitied, and the principal
was found in contempt for refusal to obey an injunction.

Judge Belden resalved the hattle for integraiion with a court
hearing inSalinas. He dizsalved the conlemplcharge againgt Linsceoft
and then ruled that while the district once provided a sepzarale-bul-
equal schoal, it had been closed by the boycott; end therefore, failed
toy exist. And since there was no separate school to meet the Iegal
requirement for education, the judge further ruled thatblack children
from Watsonville must be admitted to the achool for whites.

Johmmon and the blzack families of Watsomwille had won. ..

There is now & struggle underway in the Pajaro Valley, the
instructor added, that is similar in many ways io the challenge of
a century ago. The story of Robert .Johnson is a reminder of a
legal and moral charge to provide educalional institutions open to
everyone, Lydon said.

e s Sift

About the same time Johnson was waging his battle for integra-
tion and equality of education in Watsonville, a young black man was
attending Santa Cruz High School. He was ip the second class ever
to graduate from the school, one of four graduates, in 1880,

Jogeph 8. Francis is not well nown locally but became well
known in San-Francisco, where he went affer leaving Santa Cruz.
He worked lor many vears as a clerk for the Southern Pacific rail-
road, but became prominent as the editor of the Western Qutlook,
a weekly newspaper published in San Francisco, devoicd to the
interest of black people on the West Coast,

In 1800 in a commemorative high school issue of the Santa Cruz
Surfl newspaper, Francis wroie these words:

After the lapse of iwenly years let me s&y
honestly and with emphasis that T consider those
spent in attendance at Santa Cruz High Schoeol as




the three most profitable years of my life.
The training there received and the daily
conlaclt and associalions were such as to
edquip me in 8 way that was most valuahle
for meciing the many trials strewn along
my pathway, There have been times when
obstacles arogse that seemed insuromount-
able. ...The befter a young man is pre-
pared for life's batlles, the easier the
same are to overcome, and from 2 racizl
standpoint, the high school training has
bheen of special advaniage to me.

A residence of many years in Santa Cruz
among 5 people who were always liberal
gnd who never threw a single obstacle in
my way on account of colop, gave me no
conception at all of race prejudice. But
when I leff there and went where I was not
acquainted, I met it. In some cases, the
form was acute, Bul thenkstohiph school
training which gave me the ability to plead
my own cause, | was able to win fellow-
ship and recognition in social, fralernzl,
and buginess affairs, which would never
have been accorded me otherwise. ...

Education is the lever that will move
aside much of the prejudice existing against
my race today. ...

e B, Francis
We can't leave this chapter without mentioning the contribution
to the county's school system made by another black man--Louden
Melson {also known as London MNelson), who came to Santa Cruz as

a =slave with hiz master from Tennesses,

In Santa Crux MNelson gained his [reedom and turned to mending
shoes and raising vegetables for a living. His cabin wasz located on
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what is today Water Street, near the San Lorenzo River. As he sat
in his cabin working on boots and shoes, he had only to raise his
eyes to see the children playing inthe schoolyard up on Mission Hill.
The school was Mission Hill School, newly built (1857), but already
having financial difficullies.

Nelson made a will, leaving all hiz worldly goods and entire
egtate o Santa Cruz District 1, for the educstion of children. He
signed the docurnent with an "X" because he could neither read nor
wrile.

MNelson died in 1860 and was buried in Evergreen Cemetery. His
worldly goods consisted of the lot on which his cabin stood, which
gold for 300, a note for $35, 87 in Santa Cruz scripi, household
goods worth $15, and a crop of onions valued at F15.

The 2372 from the ex-slave's esfate was used in 1875 to pur-
chase a lot adjoining the school property. Today the property is the
enlrance to the sdministrative offices of the Sants Crug City School
District on Mission Hill.

Traditionally eighth grade students of Mission Hill Junior High
School (now located on King Street less than a mile away from the
Mis=sion Hill site) go each yesar to decorate the grave of Louden
Nelson on the anniversary of his death, May 17.
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The Santa Cruz County Rural School Band of 1934, William Morey, the county's supervisor of
instrumental musie, is standing at far left. The band won statewide renown.



The Rurel Schools' Program at the County Fair of 1836,
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Faculiy of Bay View School--date uncertain, but probably late 19202 or early '30s,
Janie Stocking, County Superintendent of Schools from 1935 to 1945, served as

The "Music Man''--William W. Morey,
supervigor of instrumental music for the
County Office of Edocation from 1830 to
1945, A trawveling teacher, he provided
musical insiruction in schools through-
out the county. Over a thousand students
learned to play the harmonica or band
ingtruments,
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John W, Linscott became Connty
Superintendent of Schools in 1885,
and served for more than 20 years,
Altogether he spent 55 years in the
field of education--50 of them in
Santa Cruz County. A school in
Watsonville is named after him.

Edith B, Fikes, County Superintend-
ent from 1845 to 1255, the fourth
woman to serve in that post. She
gleo was teacher and then principsal
at Gault School for over 30 years.




VIl. The County Superintendent
of Schools

In general, the job of the county superimtendent of schools is Lo
overzee and further the progress of education in all school districts
within the county and serve as an intermediate link between those
locs]l districls and the state's Department of BEducstion. The =uper-
intendent also has the responsibility of providing those services
that can be more economically and efficiently provided by s central
office than by an individuzl local school district.

For instance, in Santa Cruz County today--1978--the county
superintendent, zs head of the County Office of Bducation, provides
programs for handicepped students, various vocational training
courses, a central library of sudio-wvisual materials, an outdoor
education camp, centralized fiscal and administrative services,
research services, curriculum and staff development services--
and so forth. The =uperintendent's office slso oifers specizl
agsistance and support to the four small, one-school disiricis in
the county.
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But in the earliest days of the Santa Cruz Couniy public school
system the duties of the job were mostly clerical and were 25sumed
by other public officials, such as the county assessor or surveyor,
or by teachers or ministers, in addition to their regular responsi-
bilities. [p until 1830 the superintendency was a part-time job.

In 1861--2 mere four vears affer the first schoolhouse went up
on Mission Hill--there were seven schools in the county and D. J.
Hazlam =erved as superintendent. (His report to the state deserib-
ing those seven schools appears earlier in this book and is repro-
duced in the Appendix.) John Swett became superintendent in 1862,
followed by the Reverend W. C. Bartleti, a Congrepgationsl minister,
in 1863. And he was followed in 1864 by the Reverend Peter ¥.
Cool, & Methodist minister.

In those days there was no elected Counly Board of Education
as there is today, There was instead a County Board of Examiners,
appointed by the superintendent, [t was composed of educators,
and its main duty was examining the fitness of teachers to teach
and verifying their teaching credentials or certificates. (The Board
of Education wasn't established until 1880,)

When H. P, Stone, a teacher, assumed the superintendency in
1860, there were 21 schools in the county, with a county-wide
school budget of $6, 344, serving 1,756 children. The superinten-
dent received an annual salary of $600 then, and Stone had to con-
tinue teaching in order to support himself.

The first superintendent to hold the job for longer than a couple
of years was Hampton E. Makinney, who was elected in 18687 and
served for six years "with conspicuous suceess,' according to one
historian. He was a staunch Republican and life-long champion of
"the upbuilding of the schools" from the time he began his teaching
career at the age of 17.

At the same time he served as county superintendent, he was
serving as principal of Mission Hill School and superwvisor of the
senta Cruz School District es well--all for the grand sum of $600
a year. He managed for six years, and then, in 1873, he quit the
educational field and went on to other endeavors. He was elected
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county clerk and, later, depuiy district attorney. In 1870, during
his time as superintendent, there were 23 school districts, 38
sehools, and 2, 866 school children,

iz successor was W. H. Hobbs, elected in 1873. He held ithe

job for 11 years. In 1879 he wrote a report commenting on the
school linances of his day:

The law now reduires the State to raisc not
lese than'seven dollars petr census child, and
the county 1o raise nol less than three dollars,
which produces & liberal sum for the support
of schools, and California today stands among
the wery lirst of Staltes in the amount of money
raised for school purposes,

His reporl showed that in 1878 there wore 37 school distriets ia the
county, more than 60 schools, and about 3, 800 census children.

John W. Lingeotl, elecled superintendent in T8RS, could be
called the "Grand Old Man'' of the Santa Crusz public school system.
At least he seems to have had more staming than most superintend-
ents, holding thal office for 20 years, longer than any other super-
intendent before or since. (Next longest tenure is 12 years.) He,
like Makinney, began teaching at the age of 17, and, aside from a
one year stint in & watch Tactory, spent the next 53 yveasrs in the
field of education--30 of them in Santa Cruz County.

Thanks to the IPajaroe Valley Historieal Association, we'ro for-
tunate to have a 21-page, unpublished avlohiopraphy of Linscott,
which gives us an excellent, first-hand account of his career and of
the school system of his day. Tor this reason we'll gquote from it
at length. (This manuscript was written in 1928 or '30 at the request
of the Watsonville school board and was to be placed in the archives
of the newly built Linscolt Elementary School in Watsonville=-a
school named in his honor, )

Linscott, born in 1848 in Lincoln County, Maing, was the son
of z farmer. He staried to school at the age of four. In his thie-
teenth year a teacher boarding at the Tinscoll farm introducod John
Ly alprebra, poomoelry, history, grammar, and classic poetry. The




next winter he attended a more advanced school, walking three
miles to get there, often through snow drifts up to his waist. Then,
at 14, he attended high scheol for six months. The school was nine
miles away, and he had to board out to atiend it. During his six-
teenth year he studied at home, and then, at the age of 17, passed
his examination and earned his license to teach.

In 1864 he got his firsl teaching job at $40 a month for four
months, 40 miles from his home. "This was big wages, he wrote
in his autobiography, ''for the usual sslary was twenty dollars per
month. " There wasg a reason, Linscott learned, for the generous
salary. The last two tezchers who had taught at the school had
been driven away by the big boys of the class. One had been pelted
with icy snowballs as he approached the school one morning. The
other had been forcibly thrown through a glass window into a snow-
bank and chased, bleeding, to his home.

In spite of understandable apprehensions, the 17-year-old
Linscott successfully met the challenge of his first teaching job.
He hegan his first day at the school by burning the supply of birch
rods used by the former teachers as an aid to ''school management.’’
He also zllowed his lively students, who ranged in age from ifive
years to 20, to leave their seats and talk "and even yell” for a few
minutes each hour. He had no disciplinary problems during the
four monthes he taught there,

During the next four years he served as itezcher snd principal
in four different schools not far from his home. Because of failing
health he then took a year's respite from his academic toils and
went to work in & watch factory. He enrolled in a college prepara-
tory school with the idea of getiing a college educsation, but poor
health caused him io drop cut, and in the spring of 1868 he decided
instead to sail with his cousin James (later a Santa Cruz County
supervisor) to the "unknown land'’ of California.

The journey by sea and rail took sbout @ month, They docked
at San Francisco and boarded the train for Szn Jose. From there
they took a harrowing trip to Santa Cruz 'in an old Concord Stage-
coach drawn by four frisky bronchos,'' he wrote. ''Scon we were
climbing the eastern slope of the Santa Cruz Mountains. At the
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summit, & change of horses was made and with four wilder mustangs
guided by the master hands of Tom Sufton, a noted driver of those
days, we started down the old Saratoga toll-road through Boulder
Creck and Felton to our destination,' which was the old Santa Cruz
House, located where the Veteran's Building now stands on Front
Streetf.

Two days later, on the following Monday, he called on H. E.
Makinney, then county superintendent of schools, to inQuire if any
teaching jobs were availshle, He was pranted a temporary teaching
eredential and referred to that pioneer temple of learning, Railroad
School, near Watsonville. Linscott's account of that early school
has =lready been quoied in Chapter Four.

Four weeks after starting his teaching job at Railroad, Linscott
wag called to Santa Cruz to pass an examination that would make his
temporary teaching credential permanent. His account of this ordeal
might be of interest to modern-day teachers:

s el went to Santa Cruz and Tor two days
passed through a prill which could only be
conceived by a Board of Examiners of that
day. Puzezles in arithmetic, algebra, and
analysis were fairly well met; but geography,
school law, and methods of teaching were
POSErs. ...California School Law was
almost unknown to me, and 'Methods; "
based on John Swett's recently issued book,
was a new subject to me.

By trying to znswer every guestion, I
think that I secured the good-will of the exam-
inprs, and I was pranted a Second Grade
Cartificate, A few months Iater, I was able
to secure the highest grade of Certificate then
issued in the state.

When school closed in early December due to heavy rains which
made the roads almost impassable, Linscott went to work for the
family with whom he was boarding, the O, . Willonghby family. He
arose at 5 a.m. to plow, feed the hogs, and do whatever necded doing.
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Cme evening he visited the home of Professor Van Dorn who was
operating a private school in Watsonville., Among a group of young
people that evening he met his oture wife, Miss Scott. {Linscott
fails to tell us her first name.,)

Thé_:,r enjoyed 2 long and happy marriage and had eight children.
A daughter Anna, who never marricd, became deputy treasarer and
tax collector of Santa Cruz County. A son Clyde had a [ine voice and
becarme well-known in New York musical circles.

From March of 1871 to June of 1872 he taught at Roache School,
riding horzeback from his home in Watsonville. e taught briefly at
Beach School, part of the Watsonyille School District, and then was
asked to step in as teaching principal at Watsonville S5chool. He
accepted with trepidation, since no less than three different princi-
pal=s had held the job during the previous threc months. Linscott
writes:

The school building was situated on Fourth
Street on the Iot now occupiced by one of the fine
primary schools. [ think a portion of the old
houge =till is o be found in the rear of the yard.
Five lezchers, including the principal, wers
employed.,

On entering my room I found about forty
pupils from thirteen to eighteen years of age.
I found them to be an active, mischievous set
fiill of the splrit and ardor of youth, hut not
vicious, Give me the mischievous boys and
girls as pupils for I know such to be normal
and that they can be eagily led by =an: methods
into the ways which bring earnest endeavor and
EUCCeSE,

Not many teachers would face a class of 40 "active, mischievous'
teenagers with such enthusizsm and optimism, but perhaps that's why
Linscott was revered a5 a good teacher and administrator. Of his
decizion to accept the principalship of the Watsonville School he zays:
"For more than cighteen years I held the place and never regretted
my decision.”
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Then, when he was 34 years old, he decided to run for the office
of county schools superintendent. Excerpts [rom his autobiography
give an idea of what the superintendent's office was like then:

In 1882, T was nominated on the Republican
Ticket for the office of County Superintendent
of Schools bat was defeated by W. H. Hobbs,
the incumbent, a2t the [all election; but as ithe
southern end of the county to Aptos, which was
largely Democratic, gave me a majority of
aover five hundred, I was not downcast by 1oy
defeat, especially when | was comparatively a
stranger to the voters of this northern section,
Two years later, [ was again & candidate, was
elected, and entered upon my first official
duties Janmary, 1885. As the salary of the
office wzs vory small at this fime, I retained
my position at Watsonville, Friday cvening of
each week | went to Santa Cruz and altended to
the clerical work, on Saturdays taking home the
unfinished portion for my evening recreation.

During vacations I visited the variows
gchools of the county and was enabled to fill the
requirements of the law by making at least one
vigif to each school during the year. These
yigits were short, but they were pleasant ep-
isodes in my life. Long rides up mountain
roads unpaved then, down into deep canyons
shaded by lefty redwoods, which then covered
most of this northern section. I enjoyed the
beautiful scenery a5 [ have many fimes since.
Meeting the bright, =zctive Lleachers and looking
into the faces of alert, healthy, wholesome
children were always happy events. Sometimes
I heard the whigk of a broom as I tied my horse
and heard the pupils say ""Mr, Linscott is coming,''
but for the most part | found the school rooms
neat and tidy and the stove bhlacked.




About five years after Linscott become superintendent; the
salary of the office was increased to'a fairly reasonable amount,
and he Tesigned his teaching position at Watsonville and moved to
Santa Crug in December of 1880 todewvote full time to being county
superintendent of schools.

In 1891, under Linscott's direction, a gignificant piece of legis-
lation was passed--the County High School Act, It directed the County
Eoard of Education to develop a course of study which would prepare
Santa Cruz high school students for admigsion to the Tniversity of
California. Prior to that acit, a planned andwell-structured educa-
tion beyond the ninth grade did not exist in Santa Cruz County public
schools.

Linscott writes of his now full-time job:

Thouph T missed the pleasant duties of the
schoolroom and the direct contact with the pupils,
I found sufficient in the official routine to fully
employ my time and efforts. WVisitations to the
schools were made more freguenily than here-
tofore, and I had time to plan for better =ervice.
Often my trips extended over a full week.

Lesving home al an early hour on Monday,
my lench basket well filled, [ would reach Vine
Hill in time for the morning session; then, after
a few hours stay, on to Laurel, eatinz my lunch
28 1 journeyed, &nd that night rested in the com-
fortable home of Mother Grey at Skyland. The
next rmorning with my basket replenished, I
visited Highland and, in the afternoon, Burrell
and Summit, jeint districts of Santa Clara and
Santa Cruz Counties; ancther good night's rest,
and | was on my way to Brown end Central for
my visits on Wednesday. The following morn-
ing the most beautiful drive [ ever took was
enjoyved. Alonhg that wonderful Castle Rock
Ridge one's pave meets a vista of surpassing
loweliness. From the summit one can sce a
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portion of five different counties and even the
waters of the San I'raneisco Bay are in view.
WVisiting Caslle Rock and Fairview Schools
that day, I was ready on Friday for the ride
down the Saraitogs Road toward home.

. .. wisiting Nougheriy School on my way, I
arrived home that night.,. Offen my wife or
one of the childran, May, Anna, or Clyde,
accompamed me and added much to my enjoy-
ment.

Perhaps the most onerous duty which re-
volved upon me was the month's attendance at
the pradustion exercises at the various schools
at the close of the school year when the eighth
grade pupils received their diplomes. The
exercises ware usually held in the evening and
lasted till laie hours. The programs were long
for every pupil must telke part., The long drive,
often over bad roads and weak, narrow bridges,
especizlly on dark nights was somewhat of 3
venture. [t was long after midnight before 1
was able to sesk my couch.

My wvisits to the old school at Watsonville
and my meeting teachers with whom [ haed
Iabored in former years were always pleasant.

I cannot refrain from speaking of one primary
rooim whose teacher ever met me with a hearty
freciing and a happy smile--WMrs., Mintie White,
one of the truest friends and one of the best
teachers I have ever known.

Many changes in the schools of the county
had taken place during my inciombency. Several
new districts were formed, many more teachers
were employed, new buildings had been erected
and old one=s repaired, and betier methods of
teaching were noticeable. For nearly a guarter
of a century I had given my efforis snd the best
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possible service as SBuperiniendent, and the
loeyal support with the finest co-operative
epirit of my teschers will ever remeain =
blecsed memory.

In 1904 Linscott took on the duties of principzl of Santa Cruz
High School and superviging principal of Santa Cruz City School
District. In 1905 he was elected the first superiniendent of Santa
Cruz City Schools and left the post of county superintendent of
schools after two decades of distinguished service.

In 1806 Champ Price succeeded Linscott. As the responsibil-
itics of the Office of Education incressed, =0 did the superintendent's
galary. During Price's 12 years in ithe office, his =alary reached
the sum of $1,800 per annum. In 1211, a contemporarcy writer
noted: ''There are 60 grammar and 3 high schools in the county,
employing 130 and 27 teachers respectively. There iz an indusirial
department connected with the schools in Santa Cruaz and Watson-
ville. "

Mizs Cecil M, Davis {later Mrs. Cecil Peck) was the county's
first woman superintendent of schools. She served from 19218 o
1926. By then the County Office of Education she headed had become
a much sironger force in the school system of the day, in contrast
to sarlier fimes.

In the earliest days most local schools were relatively auton-
omous, and teachers ruled over their classrooms with little super-
vision or help from the county superintendent. Quite offen the local
school trustees chose teacher=-—many of them guite young and with
only a minimum of education--mainly on the hasiz of their ability
to maintain discipline in the classroom; certification was not always
redquired.

But as the years went by, the county office, in an effort to up-
erade what must have been an inconsistent quality of education in
the county's school system, began to play a more active and author-
itative role in enforcing the slandards of teaching., Toachers were
examined and certified for teaching. Teachers' Institute, an inlen-
give kind of inservice training session, was held yearly. In the
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1920=s and "'30s the county office wiclded considerable influence and
authority over the local public schools,

Edna H, Young was the second woman to serve as county super-
intendent of achools. She followed Cecil Davis and served from
1926 through 1935. In 1817, when she was a [irst grade teacher
at Branciforte School, she was elected to the County Board of
Education. Nine years later, in 1926, she was elected to the post
of superintendent.

As one of her first duties she sppoinled a county attendance
officer--otherwizse known as the truant officer, She was well aware
that in many rural areas youngsiers were kept home from school
during crop harvesting season and other periods of heavy farm work,
thug delaying their graduation from grammar school until they were
15 or 16 years old.

Superintendent Young also introduced the Stanford Achievement
Test to the county. Until that time there was no county-wide, uni-
form yvardstick by which to measure students' abilities, And she
introduced the ""Annual County Field Day, ' taking place at Soquel
School, which heretofore had been conducted for several years
hefore on a purely local level with only nearby schools taking part.

During her time as head of the County Office of Education, the
Rural Schools Band was organized in 1230-31 with Professor William
W. Morey--the County OIfice of Education's official "Music Man'--
ag leader and instructor. He was sent out from the county office Lo
the small schools of the county to leach their students to play musical
instruments--a "Irill" that might not otherwisc have been available
to them. More than a thousand students were taught to play the
harmonica or other musical instruments and to read music. By 1935
there were 175 students taking part in band activities. The Rural
Schools Band gained statewide notice as a leading musical group of
its class.

Miss Young also revised the study schedule, replacing geography
and civics texibooks with social science studics. Ghe conducted
teachers' training classes each year to asgist those high school grad-
unates who wished to take the feacher's examination.




she was active in thg County Schools Superintendents’ Associa-
tion of Calilornia and was elected president of the Central Coast
Section of the Cglifornia Teachers' Associztion.

Mize Young grew up in Scotts Valley and sttended school there
as a child. One time when she was very old, her sight almost gone
and her teaching days long past, she remarked wistfully that she
wished she could "zee once apain those beautiful ozk trees on the
Scotts Valley schoolprounds, "

Ancther dedicated woman followed EdnaYoung as county super-
intendent of schools. Janie M. Stocking was principal of Bay View
School in Santa Crux when, in 1835, she stepped into the county
position. Mrs. Stocking was born in Canada bul came as 2 very
small ehild with her parents to live in San Luis Obispo. She grew
up there and first taught in schools there, not coming to Santa Cruz
until after her husband's death., She had two daughiers to raize.

At Bay View School Mrs. Stocking started the Parent-Teachers
Association and taught the sixth grade in addition to serving as
prineipal. She had taught at other schools in the county, including
Happy Valley, Live Oak, and Laurel.

She is also remembered for having pioneered the school cafe-
teria at Bay View and for the educational program she started for
foreign-born adults.. Uppaid, she worked evenings and extra hours
to teach classes in citizenship, starting with & few mothers of
pupils in the school., The classes grew as other foreign-born
adults heard of them, and people began to attend to learn English.
The project grew into an Americanization class, one of the first in
santa Cruz.

someone once asked Mrs. Stocking why she worked so hard
for no pay, those extra teaching hours. Her answer: "I do it for
the love of it,"

Mrs, Stocking resigned her post as county superintendent of
schools on January 1, 1845, due to peor health. She died about a
year later. Her obituary listed an impressive number of affilia-
tions, including the Busines=s and FProfessional Woman's Club,
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California Teachers" Association, and Netional Education Agsocia-
tion. BShe'also had served as president of the Santa Cruz City
Teachers' Aszociation.,

Edith E. Fikes became the next superintendent. The fen years
she was in office were a particularly active period of county popula-
tiom prowth. In 1945 there were 5,800 school children and 270
teachers. By 1955 when she retired, there were 13,000 children
and 2589 teachers.

During her time in office many emall school districts became
unicnized (1946-47 was a particularly big year for unionizztion).
There were 38 separate disiricts when Miss Fikes became super-
intendent, and when she retired in 18955 there were only 15. 5he
spent hours visiting and speaking, encouraping small schools to
join larger ones to create 3 more efficient structure both education-
ally and financially.

She was Instrumental in establishing the Thornely Tri-County
School for the Deaf, in providing regular school visits by a dental
hypienist, and esteblishing a school health program with the aid of
the County Health Department. (When she took office there was
only one school nurse to serve 5,900 students.) County Office of
Education classes for the physically handicapped were begun in
1843, and a program for the mentally retarded a year after that.

Miss Fikes began her teaching career in 1908 at Gauli School
in Santa Cruz and served there for 36 years as teacher and princi-
pal before becoming superintendent. She was 2 staunch support of
the PTA and once, in defending it, she remarked thal before the
PTA was organized in 1913, "You didn't know the parents and they
didn't know you, unless there was {rouble.”

Miss Fikes was one of the five founders of the State and Santa
Cruz County Elementary Schools Administrators' Associations.
The state group was organized in 1827,

Edith Fikes died in 1967, but she is not forgotien. In 1871 a
memorizl scholarship fund was dedicated in her name at Cabrille
Collepe by two lifelong friends, Annie and Frances MeCaskill of
Santa Cruz,




During these 37 years of feminine leadership, the role of the
County Office of Education continued to evolve. As many districis
unicnized and grew larger and more independent, the county office
agsumed less of a direct, supervisorial function and more of a
facilitating, advisory, supportive funciion, providing needed ser-
vices the districl offices could not supply.

When Norman (Sig) Lien became superintendent in 18955, there
were about 13,000 students enrolled in county schools. There were
more that 30, 000 {including 3, 600 at Cabrillo College) in 1967 when
Richard K. Fickel, the present superintendent, took over the job.

Of Fickel's career, and his memories of the school system of
canta Cruz County as he remembers if, we will speak in a later
chapter of this book.




But for her solemn demeanor, Miss Stella Finkeldey
doesn't look much older than her students. Laurel
School, date not known. Students were Clive Jenne,
Georgia Niles, Flors Carniglia, and Hernice Witney.
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Thomas MacQuiddy. He servedzsteacher at Watsonville
High in 1905 and 1906. From 1907 to June of 1948--a
period of 41 years--he was principal of the high school
as wall a5 superintendent of the Watsonville elementary
and high school district. The present T. 8, MacQuiddy
School in Watsonville is named for him.
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VIll. Other Prominent Educators

We've zlready mentioned in the preceding chapter some of the
outetanding educaiors who have enriched the Tocal public school
gystem over the years.  In this chapter we'd like to mention a few
more; however, we must emphasize that those included here repre-
sent only a small fraction of all those who deserve mention.

LILLIAN HOWARD

Although the majority of public school teachers were women,
relatively lfew of them rose Lo the rank of achool administrator.
(It is interesting to note that of the more than 100 prominent educa-
tors in America who are listed in the World Book Encyclopedia,
only 13 arc women. )




Miss Lillian Howard was John Linscott!'s vice principal at Santa
Cruz High School when he took over as principal of that school in the
early 1800s5--at a fime when It was somewhat unusual for a woman
to Zerve in an administrative peosition.

Yet she might be forgotten today if it weren't for her excellent
pen and ink sketches of old Santa Cruz scenes. The current revival
of interest in local history has brought Miss Howard to the fore,
through her portrayals of Santa Cruz Mission ruins, Major's Mill,
and redwood trees. There is something of a mystery sbout her:
where did she come from in 1885 to teach, and where did she szo
when she retired in 19257 BShe is described as tall and stately by
those who remember her. She taught art at Santa Cruz High and
became its wice principal in 1897,

"'She was very stern,' recalls C. E. "Doe" Fehliman,

Another long-time citizen who knew her says: "She stood at the
head of the stairs as students marched in to their elassrooms. If
she gpied any commotion or horseplay, she elepped her hands and
descended upon the wrong-doers with 2 vengeance that put fear into
their souls.”

"Onee in a while I would drive her up to Pogonip to sketeh a tree
or some scene that had taken her fancy,' Darrell Cardiff says. = She
couldn't drive, and she was very appreciative.”

"She was teaching at Santa Cruz High when my mother was a
student there," recalls Alta Macaulay who is & retired, long-time
Sante Cruz public =chogl teacher herself,

When she retired, Lillian Howard left Santa Cruz, and even
Doec Fehliman, with all the research and records he keeps on Santa
Criuz public schools and their histories, does not know where she
wenl,

STELLA FINKELDEY

There is a picture of Miss Stella Finkeldey in 8 newspaper
article dated 1841, She was a stern-looking maiden lady (most of
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the long-time teachers were both) with iron-pgray hair pulled back
into a bun and a wisp of tailored lzce at her throat. She was born
in Santa Cruz in 1370, the only child of a German couple, She
attended Santa Cruz public schools, then went on 10 SanJose Normal
School where she earned her teaching credential. She came back
home and taught for almost 30 years before retiring in 1819, She
wag principal of Laurel School in Santa Cruz for 16 years.

Stella is remembered for her iron devotion to duty by all whe
knew her, and she should zlso be remembered for her gift of the
very excellent Otto Kunitz music ecollection to Santa Cruz Public
Library. Kunitz, and accomplished musician, was her cousin and
dicd some years before she did. Stella was honored by her fellow
teachers, by the American Red Cross, the Santa Cruz Woman's
Club, Soroptimists, Busines=s and Professional Women, and the
Monday Muosic Club before she died in 1948,

EDNA SCOTT

Fdna L. Scott was an exception to the rule. She was a softer,
more feminine looking woman, the niece of pioneer Hiram Scott
for whom Scotts Valley is named. Edna also gradusted from San
Jose Normal School with a teaching credentizl and taught at Mission
Hill. She had her foibles--the main one being that she would never
reveal her age. Her credential-=in fact, all of her official papers--
left that space blank.,

Fdna retired from teaching in the 1930z to care for her mother
who was ill, and in 1958 Edna herself entered a nursing home. She
died there exactly one week zfter her old family home on Walnut
Avenue was demolished to make way for a parking lof.

A bronze fountain at the University of California at Santa Cruz
commemaorates this dedicated teacher. [twasdesigned by a talented
member of the Scott family, Nancy Genn of Berkeley, who is widely
known for her sculpture. The fountain was donated to the University
in Edna's memory.
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LOUISE WORTHINGTON

Louise Worthington, & member of the original committee for
this hook on school history, made Watsonville history herseli.

She served asz Dean of Girls at Watsonville High School for 24
years, probably something of a record in itself.

"I attended a private school located on Kearny Street in Waison-
ville, then grammar school, and I graduated from Watsonville High
in 1919," she Hay &,

Louise married a World War I flier who flew with Eddis Ricken-
backer overscas and was killed in sction.

After the war Louise returned to Watsonville and was hired as
a temporary teacher by Thomas McQuiddy. Her 'temporary' status
changed to fully credentialed as she took additional studies, and
she served a long and distinguished career in public education.

MINTIE WHITE

In Watsonville there is an elementary school named for a
teacher who once said, "I never knew a child I couldn't love."

She was Armints Allison White, better known for many ycars
g5 Mintie White, 'The school ig called Mintie White School,

Mintie Allison was born in 1850 in Redrock, Towa, and when
she was four years old her family brought her across the plains to
California in a covered wagon. In ielling of the journey once, she
recalled that she walked mueh of the way.

In 1854 the family arrived near Vacaville in Sonoma County
where they lived for a time, bui five yearslater the Allisons moved

to Pajaro, across the river from Watsonville.

While Mintie was attending a private school for pirls she met
her future hushand, Professor William White, and they were
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married in 1870, Following the marriage the young couple moved
to San Francisco where he taught in another private school.

The Whites had two children, 2 son and a daughter. When the
daughter was in her late feens she hecame very i1l with tuberculozis
and the family moved back to Watsonville, hoping change of climate
would improve the girl's heslth. However, Mintie's daughter died
when she was 21 years old, and Professor White died shortly after-
ward.

This double tragedy must have been hard on Mintie, but she
decided to devote the rest of her life to children. Between 1895
and 1900 she obtained her teaching certificate. At the age of 45
she became a first grade teacher at Watsonville Primary School.

Her abilities were so outstanding that she was offered the
position of school principal, Mintie declined the honor, explaining
that she felt the first grade was the most important vear in a
child's gchool 1ife, and she was needed more in the classroom.
she devoted all her teaching years to first graders.

Mintie iz remembered by a fellow teacher who still lives in
Watsonville, Marie Rau. They zlso attended the Pregbyterian
Church together.

"You always felt so good after you talked to her," Marie says.
"She was that kind of person--a good person, "

In her later years, Mintie's slender figure thickened, but she
s1ill wore her hair up in a bun in the old fashioned way she had
always worn il.

she died in 1937 at the age of 87, and the following yvear a new
elementary school on Palm Avenue in Watsonville was named for
her,

Uld friends still remember that phrase of Mintie's which apelled

out her very successful philosophy of teaching: 'l never met a
child I couldn't Tove."
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Im her years of teaching, Mintie met end loved and inspired
hundreds of small children. In his autobiography, John Linscott
describes her as "one of the best teachers I have ever known. '

THOMAS GATCH

Santa Crug County also had its outstanding men in the field of
public education. One of the most notable of early educators was
Thomas Gateh, who spent a year and a half in Sznta Crugz in the late
18505 and then went on to greater honors.

He became a professor of mathematice at University of the
Facific in Santa Clara County before the college moved to Stockton,
Then he wenl on 1o Wesleyan Institute at Puget Sound in Washington
in 1858, where he peined such notice that, a year later, he was
installed as president of Willamette University. In 1886 Gatch was
geated as the first president of the University of Washington, and
in 1898 he was named president of Oregon Agricultural College.

Gatch was not in Santa Cruz for any length of time, but he is
proudly claimed by local hisforians. He taught for less than eight
monihs in the fledgling Mission Hill School of 1857, the county's
first public school.

GEORGE BOND

"Of the many men who have guided the fortunes of Santa Cruz
High School and its students, none stands out in clearer relief than
George A. Bond,' an alumnus has written,

Georpe Hond died in 1844, but he lives on in his accomplish-
ments at Santa Cruz High and in the =still-bright memories of his
former students. In looking back through the years, they seem to
realize that Principzal Hond was an unusual person--a born leader
and administrator,

He came to Santa Cruz 25 an English teacher in 1803, Very
shortly his abilities were recognizred and he was made principal in
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1406, He continued in that position until 1924 when he resigned to
take g gimilar posilion in Sznte Paula.

During his years at Santa Cruz High School, Bond was respon-
gible for many educational improvements snd innovations. He
orgatizced a boys' honor society, the Hi Tow Tong., Memorial Field
was purchasad, the boys' gymnasium was built, and sports were
encouraged. Regular gym classcs for girls were organized in 1917,
and the Girls' Athletic Association and Honor Society were started
with the help of Mrs. Bond, who =lso was 5 teacher.

The school paper, The Trident, was started in the year NMre.
Bond took over as principal and the Associated Students were
organized in 1907,

When the big, fairly new (18 years old) Santa Cruz High School
building, of which the town was so preoud, burned fo the ground in
18913, a successiul bond issue of 1814 built the present high school
plant at the same location, Walnui Avenue at California Strect.

During the months when the new high school was under con-
struction, Principal Bond preveiled upon loce]l businessmen and
citizens to donate space for students temporarily without 2 school.
Classes were conducted downtown in stores, churches, and the
Cperz House.

A Domestic Science department was started in 1914, and a
school cafeleris a year sfter that. Manual Training for the boys
bepan in 18164,

Principal Bond al=zo instituted the World War I "Service Book'
of war records of Santa Cruz graduates and the planting of memorial
trees around the football field in their honor.

"There wae always something new and useful going on when he

1% o L
was there, commented Darrell Cardiff, one of Bond's students who
remembers.
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FOME OTHER SANTA CRUZ HIGH FRINCIFALS

Principzals tended to have long careers in the high schools of
yesteryear; Walter Elmer, who tock up where George Bond had
left off at Santa Cruz High School; was there for 12 years. During
his tenure adjoining property was purchased to enlarge the school
plant. The girls' gymnasium and club rooms were added and five
fenni=s couris were pui in.

Shops, a youth center, a power house, new science building,
and improved music building were sccomplished during the term of
Lee T. 5ims who took over in 1943,

However, Sims' greatest challenge came inl8%53 when the main
high school building was tested and declzred unsafe for earthquake
stendards as set by the Field Act.

The Field Act, which specifies certain standards of construc-
tion for public school buildings, was passed inlidd by the California
state legislature. The Act came into existence because of a sharp
earthquake which jolted the eify of Long Beach in genersl and its
older school buildings in perticular.

The Field Act also reguired that all school buildings constructed
before 1833 be examined for structural soundness. Trustees were
allowed to repzir or replace sub-standard buildings, sndthe law slso
authorized trustees to call bond elections for either purpose. The
Apt specifies that if & school f2ils to meet the standards of safety and
a natursl dissster ceuses injury to students, then school trustees,
as individuals, are liable and can be sued.

Santa Crug County's proximity to the San Andreas earthguzske
fault helped spur county-wide concern regarding its school buildings.

Along with earthquake safety standards there are standards for
fire and panic safety, all of which had te be investigated and con-

sidered by structurzl engineers.

Santa Cruz High School's main building, designed by the noted
grchitect W, . Weeks and built in 18015, was completely renovated
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and brought up to meet Field Act standards by 1957 under Sims'
supervision. While the work was under way, high school classes
were conducied in temporary bungalows placed around the campus.
The present cafeteria also was built during that period.

From 1838 to 1964 Jack Snyder served as principal, No build-
ing projects were deemed necessary.

Azron Nelson was next and held the position for ten years during
which time new showers and locker rooms were constructed, the
Language Building and Music Hall were built, and 3 swimming pool
came into existence.

In 1972 when the old gymnasium was demolished, funds were
secured 1o build the new Fehliman Gymmnasium which honors C. E.
"Doc" Fehliman, a retired teacher of Santa Cruz High School,

James Couller took over as principal in 1974, and under his
current leadership a new library has been built. It opened in Sep-
tember of 18979,

"DOC"--4 LECGEND IN HIS OWN TIME

There are always 2 few teachers who manage to catch the imag-
ination of students, parents, and citizens in general and become
legends in their own time. Such a teacher is Clinton Earl Fehliman,
although few would recognize him by his formal name. He's been
"Doc" for all of his 80 years as far as the city of Santa Cruz is
concerned.,

Doc planned to visit his phygician brother in Santa Cruz, then
continue on to the Philippine Islands, back in the year 1923, He
arrived in Sants Cruz, had his wisil, snd missed the train that was
to take him away. He's been in Santa Cruz ever since. He Taught
history and civies until 1952 brought retirement--although, to be
accurate, has never really retired.

When he put down the history and civics books, Doc began pick-
ing up the loose ends of Sants Cruz High's history and that of its
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Students. He began to save all sorts of bits of information,
equirreling them away in boxes in his basement office, Old
Trident newspapers, old photos, newspaper articles--Doc saved
them all and kept current records on graduates. The number of
boxes and file cabinets grew until the litile basement room was
g0 cerowded that Doc--who is a small, slender person--could
hardly get into it himself.

"I have all this valuable information,” he would say in his
squeaky voiee, which rises with excitement, "But I can't keep it
properly in this very limited space."

Alumni heard his space laments and finally, slowly, wheels
began to turn, The fact that early-year high school classes began
to hold reunions also helped. Doc wasinevidence ateach reunion,
and it was his records that made many of them possible.

In October of 1273 Doc's long wished for dream of an Alumni
Building came true, The building was put out to bid, and in March
Doc broke ground for it with a special shovel. Construction was
completed in May, 1874, and Doc immediately moved all his pre-
cious boxes, files, and cabinets into his Alurmmni Building. He's
been located there, happily, ever since. He has a card file of
more than 14,000 Santa Cruz High School gradustes, one of the
maost complete zlumni records in Californiz.

During World War II Doc, with the help of Vice Principal Paul
Levy, put out the "Service Cardinal,’ which endeared him to EVETY
graduate who was in the Armed Forces, their families snd friends,

Now he is in his building-~it iz "'his" in the truest zensze of
that word--every weekday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. He iz hard at
work gathering materials for a Centennizl Yearbook which will
cover 100 years of graduates and history of Santa Cruz High School.

In the past few years Doc has had many honors come his way.
The new high school gym was dedicated to him on February 4, 1877,
and most of the town turned out to show hirn how they feel about
him. For his continuing interest in the high school's sports pro-
grams, he was presented with an honorary letterman's jacket and
serenaded by Santa Cruz High School's "Big Red" Band.
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THOMAS MAC QUIDDY

The Watsonville ares had its leading men educators also, and
Thormasz WMacfuiddy was ons of the outstanding ones. He served as
tescher, principal, and superintendent of Watsonwville High School
for 43 vesrs, something of a record in itself. A graduate of the
University of California, he began teaching at the high school in
1905 ag a science and mathematics teacher, but two years later
was appeinted to the post of principal and superintendent,

For several yecars he continued to teach in addition to his ad-
ministrative duties, and when he finally quit teaching he held three
{itles: Watsonville High School Principal, City Superintendent of
Schools for Watsonwville, and District Superintendent of Schools,

Thomas MacQuiddy is said to have been a very quiet, modest
man, calm and capable, his main inferest in life the education of
the young people of Watsonville.

He headed Watsonville schools in a dsy and age when parents
and teachers were not very active in school affairs or administra-
tion. MacQuiddy was in complete control and made all decisions
that did not require action by the school board, He had no business
manager and, for many years, no assistanl superintendent. But
in addition to his school duties he found time to serve as sceretary
of the Central Coast Section of the California Teachers' Associa-
tion for 25 vears,

For 20 years he took no vacation; his only hobby was writing
poetry. One time in 1810 he dismissed the high school promptly
at 1:45 in the afternoon so the students could hesr the world-famous
Souza Band at the Opera House.

When he retired in 1948, an editorial in the Watsonville Regizs-

ter-Pajoronian noted that people were — saying that this Commu-
nity' g appreeiation for Tom MacGhiddy's work should be evidenced
in some definite manner...'

The appreciation came in September, 1950, when the T. 5.
MacQuiddy Elementary School on Martine]li Streel was dedicaled.
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Thomas MacQuiddy had died a year before, in Sepiember of 1845,
but he knew that the school was to be named for him and was very
pleased, according fo a later report.

This report (Principal's Newsletter, May 3, 1871) goes on io
stater ''If iz most unlikely that our school system will ever again
cee the likes of this man whosze influence and service spanned
nearly half a century...'

The newsletter quoted Ralph Waldo Emerson: ''An institution
ig bul the lengthened shadow of a single man,'" =nd then said, "If
Emerson's slatement is correct, then Watsonville High Scheool must
be the lengthened shadow of Thomas MacQuiddy. -
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A proud day for Glenwood School in 1802 when returned veterans of the Spanish=American War
vizited and presented the school with an American flag. This schoolhouse, located near the foot
of the Mountain Charley Road, burned to the ground a few years later, andthe school moved to
the settlement of Glenwood, further north.



Scotte Valley.

ez

Glenwood School, built in 1920. TLocated on Glenwood Drive north of

This phota taken in the early 19405,
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; IX. Christmas in a Mountain School

& The material in this chapter comes from my own personal and
femily recollections of Glenwood School in the Santa Cruz Mountains.
Two penerations of my family served as trustees and clerks of the
hoard for the school; two generations also served as tegchers at
various times. Four gsenerations of my family attended Glenwood
School, . .

Glenwood School is pone now. Weeds and grass grow where it
once stood on an open hillside above the railroad tunnel inthe narrow
northern neel of Glenwood Valley., Great oak trees gprew above if
on: the hill,

The school wias a8 gimple, ong-room building sided with redwood
shiplap cut from trees in the area and milled in the "muley'’ sawmill
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that once stood next to Bean Creek. But in that simple schoolhouse
in the little Santa Cruz mountain community Christmas came alive
ERCH Fear.

Children who otherwise would have little or no Christmas at
home had it in the schoolhouse. Those were Christmeses o re-
member--and they are still talked sbout when former students
meet,

You hear a lot of jokes about "the little red schoclhouse, " but
this one was painted s dark red with white trim around the many
windows, The American flag was raiged ezch morning from the
front porch, which was railed with rough redwood logs with the
bark still on them. Maybe the money ran out when they got to the
railing, or mavhe the carpenter got tired.

Things were much simpler and easier in those days of the one=
room school. It was a good school and in some ways, looking back
now, it seems superior fo what has followed, With only 20 or 25
pupils at most, the teacher could spend more time with the slower
ones. And if the teacher didn't have the time, bright older studentis
could help them--2nd did. Everybody was in the one room. Younger
kids who were guicker to learn could listen in on the work of upper
grades.

Ch, it wasn't all a bed of roses of course, There werechildren
from poor homes in those years and no welfare or food stamps.
They came to school on empty stomachs with holes in their soles
and sometimes sn apple and piece of bread for Iunch if they were
Incky.

The teacher was wise. She usually had = pot of soup simmering
o the wood stove (later an oil heater) in the corner, and she kept
extra cups in her desk. Once in a while she would force some of the
soup on the well-to-do kids so the others wouldn't feel what they
were getting was charity.

Christmas in the school--that was the magic time--the only
magic some of thoge kids would get.
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There were two dark green burlap curiains thal squeaked and
caught when they were pulled by hand across a sagping wire hung
across one end of the schoolroom. A kid stood on each side and
pulled when necessary,

The "stage" was merely one end of the schoolroom, the end
with the teacher's desk and the old piano. The piano, of course,
was part of the show. The last fteacher at the school before it
closed for good, played the piano with three fingers for all the
musical numbers.

Her big ozk deck was pushed to one side, and usually there was
a big bouquet of red toyon berries to dispuise its utilitarian zppear-
ance.,

The focal point of the stage was the Christmas tree, always =
tall one, and when the curtains were pulled open io reveal that
sparkling wonder, all eves fastened om it. Sometimes it was a
Douglas fir, sometimes 2 redwood--it didn't matter--and it was
always donated by a parent who had gone out and chopped it down
in his own part of the mountain forests,

The tree was elaborately draped in paper chaing, plued together
by the littlest kids; the older ones had draped silver tinsel on every
branch. School-made ornaments cut out of poster paper and glued
together were in the shapes of tiny lanterns, stars, angels, Santa
Clauses--anything a Kid felt like making. Popcorn strings added
the touch of "'gnow'’ and at the very top of the tree there was alwayvs
a hig silver star.

OUn every branch several smazll tin candle holders were elipped
securely, and they held tiny candles. They burned farily fast and
presenied a dazzling spectacle-=-dazzling but dangerous. One or
two large, reliable boys were stationed where they could keep an
eye on the candles as they burned lower. However, there was never
an accident in all the years they were used.

The tree wags placed on a white sheel to represent snow, and
under the free there were slways packages of oranges, nuts, and
candles, one for each child in the school and exiras for small
brothers and sisters.




Everybody in the community came to the school's Christmas
program. It was the main event of the year. Parents uauzally
arrived early to take seats on the wood benches arranged in rows,
Neighbors pgreeted each other more quietly than usual--there was
something abhout Christmas in that high-ceilinged room which
smelled of ink and floor oil and green branches. Something about
the gight of that lavishly decorated tree whose top showed sbhove
the closed burlap curtains.

Whisperings and rustlings were obvious from behind that cur-
tain, and the school clock ticked away the minutes until==-finally--
there came a crashing chord from the piano and the green curtains
parted jerkily.

It was a glorious scene on which the children had worked for
weeks in their spare timme. The tree winked and sparkled with every
candle glowing. The children were lined up in rows in front of it--
the whole school. Littlest ones in front and taller ones in back.

The piano swung into a lively rendition of "Jingle Bells" with every-
one ginging, At the end of the song an older boy announced the next
number and three "kings' appeared to make their way slowly across
the stage as the others sang. They were dressed in discarded dra-
peries fashioned info robesand wore gold paper crowns ontheir heads,

MNext a girl stepped forward 1o ennounce a poem. And so it went,
songs, poems, sleigh bells rung by hand &t proper intervals, a
grnall skit with a wesry Santa falling asleep at the fireplace while
delivering toys. When he went out fo get into his sleigh again, two
of the older boys clacked wood blocks together for the sound of rein-
deer hooves on the roof.

The spellbound audience (was there ever better than mothers,
fathers, grandparents, sunts, and uncles?) was generous with
applanse. Smmall brothers and sisters gitting on parental laps were
too engrossed Lo become fussy or sleepy.

And then--THE announcement: it was time for Santa to appear.
A stir went through the room. The teacher's oldest son (or some-
times & neighbor) played the part, ¢lad in a red ski jacket that had
gerved the purpoge for 18 years at least, with a fur neckpiece around
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the hood, high black boots and a pillow-stuifed belly. He wore a
white cotton beard, and his face was rouged for the proper ruddy
look.

He appeared suddenly inthe doorway, ringing 2 handbell loudly,
a flour sack slung over one shoulder. The older kids glanced
secreily and slyly at each other and hid their knowing smiles, The
younger ones, innocent of Santa disillusionment yet, stared in
wonder--and sometimes gqualled in a sudden moment of fright,

Santa never said much. His conversation was usually "Well,
well, well" and "Look who's here!" and "Merry Christmas!' but
that was enough.

In Santa's pack there was a small gift for each child and even
the frightened ones recovered enough to claim their loot and forget
to cry. With a final flourish of hig now-empty sack, Santa called a
"Merry Christmas and good night!" and disappeared. Parents
gathercd up children suddenly surfeited with treasures and over-
come with wearinezss, and made their way out into the darkness to
drive horne,

This was Christmas at Glenwood Schoel, high inthe Santa Crusz
MMounlains,
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The GEEs and the PI DELTs were friendly rivals at Santa Cruz High in the
early 18900s. Appearing here are such well-known Iocal businessmen as
Lester Wessendorf, Lucas F. Smith, Stanley Bias, Tlby Bixler, Roy Mosher,
Percy Hazzard, Harry Mead, Steve Mead, Bruce Fargo, John Taylor, Boh
Fitch, and Howard Metzler.
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The Alertg--prize-winning Santa Cruz High School basketball team
of 1310, Front row from lefi: Jack Costella, C. G. Dake, Al Strong,

and Hi Gosliner.
John=son.

Standing from left: Joe Goesliner and & fellow named
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Zasu Pitts, who went from a poverty-stricken
childhood in Sants Cruz to stardom in Hollywood.
Her ""Oh, dear me''--delivered with appropriate
pgestures--took her to the top as a comedienne,

a far cry from her hand-me-down gingham
dresses and waiting on tables in her mother's
boarding house.
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X. World War | and the Twenties:
Two Students Remember

O June 28, 18914, Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Ausiria-
Hungary was struck down by an assassin's bullets, and soon Europe
waz embroiled in World War I. The United States remained neutrzl
until April 6, 1917, when it declared war on Germany.

The war ushered in the Air Age, with both sides uging single-
engined biplanes from which pilots shot at each other with pistols
or rifles, and later with machine guns. On the ground, American
soldiers, called "doughboys," fought to "make the world safe for
demoeracy.'” Before Armistice was finally declared on November
11, 1918, many lives were lost and many more disrupted. The
educations of many young people were interrupted.




What kind of effect did the war have on Santa Cruz County
cchools? Two former Santa Cruz High School students have shared
their recollections with ug. They are G. Darrell Cardiff who grad-
uated from the school in 1920, and his contemporary Harold Van
Gorder, who dropped oul for a year to work and graduated in 1921,

There were about 350 in the student body and 85 or 96 in the
clags of 1821, Van Gorder recalled. During the war school spirit
ran high,

"It's hard to believe today, ' Van Gorder said, "but we truly
believed that was the war to end all wars.'"

Cardiff remembered: "'Almost every class in the school was
involved in some way. The war interrupted many of the fellows'
edueations because they dropped out to enter the ROT'C [ Reserve
Officer Training Corps] or to enlist in a branch of the service.”

A number of high school boys who signed up with the U, S,
Naval Reserve got called ap early. Of those Cardiff and Van Gorder
recalled the names of Lester Reukema, .Bill Denton, Elmer Jones,
and Frank Trafton.,

"It was s lime of grest sadness, going to the depot to see them
off on the train. The whole town turned out," Van Gorder said.

George Bond was principal of the school during the war years,
and he was deeply moved when "'one of his boys" died in the war.

Bond started the World War I "'Service Book" which was a
record of sach Santz Cruzs High student in the U. 5. Armed Forces,
but uniortunately not a single copy of thai book i= known io exist
today.

I 1818 instead of weekly stndent body meetings there were
weelkly "re-dedication services,  with students renewing their vows
to help in some way with the war effori. Boys even took up knitting
and rolled bandages, according fo Van Gorder, and almosl everyone
frew g victory vepetable perden.




The Bean Growing Club was formed in 1816, There was no
rationing of foods furing the war, but =ome were in short supply.
When a housewife bought white flour =she was reguired to take a
cortain amount of oatmeszl or cornrmmesl with it, Thelate Robert E.
Burton, agriculture and science teacher at the high =chool, had all
his boy students srowing home vegetable gardens.

"Remember the High School Cadets that were organized?'’
Cardiff interjected. '""Deloss Wilder was captain. It cost $28 for
a full uniform, and they were ill-fitting, cheap khaki things,"

The first year in the Cadets was voluntary, the second year
compulsory. They paraded and appeared at 2]l ceremonies in
town. A. A. Morey, a retired Navy mean, was the instructor of
the Cadets, and he tried to teach them the sthics of military life
25 well ag the marching in formation and so forth, Cardiff noted.

"He didn't have a very easy time of it," he laughed.

The name of one Santa Cruz High pirl stedent of that World War |
era has come down through the years: Pearl Turner went to Europe
to serve as a murse and died in France. The former Turner Gym-
nasium was named in her honor; =he was the only girl student who
lozt her 1ife in the war. Trees planied Iaiter around ithe gym and
the edge of the foothall field commemorated all the high school
students who died in the war,

World War I marked atime of swakening for many young women
gtudents. In Santa Crus County, which was not by any stretch of
ihe imagination a metropolitan county, girls began to consider higher
education and careers more seriously. They bhegan branching out
into industry, becoming business secretaries and telephone operators.
They went off fo college in greater numbers: to 3an Jose Normal
School (today it is San Jose State University) and to San Francisco
Normazal Scheol {San Francisco State University). And they began to
drive those "'new-fangled" automobiles.

They were also participating in physical sports during pgym
sessions, something that heretofore had been the prerogative of
males. Beryl LeBaronBliss was the first paid woman gym teacher
at Santz Cruz High School, Van Gorder recalled.
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Women were entering teaching careers also in ever increasing
numbers, and they were even considering careers which, a few
years before, might not have been accepted as suitable for a proper
yOoung wornat.

Cme new industry which was beginning to influence young people
of that day was the movies. Zasu Pitls, a skinny girl in hand-me-
down calico dresses whoe helped her mother run a bearding house in
Santa Cruz, put her talents to work in the movies and became inter-
nationally known.

Fasu's talent as a comedienne was evident during her high
school dsys. She appeared in all the plays and programs zt the
Cpera House where she also graduated in 1914,

In Hollywood, Zasu's trademark was to wring her hands help-
lessly while lamenting "'Oh dear me" in a plaintive manner. Some-
how she made it seem hilarious, At least the audiences thought so
for many years. She went from the movies to television, still
wringing her hands and lamenting, and occasionally coming back to
vigit old high school friends in Santa Cruz, until she died of cancer
in 1963,

"By 1820 we were seeing the end of fraternity days at the high
school, ' Cardiff said. "Before the war the school was very socially
oriented. You were either an 'inner! or an 'outer.' I was mostly
an outer--I had gone to a private school in southern California for
all my early education,”

IDue to fraternity hazing, which sometimes ended in injury to
person or property, high school fraternities were eventually out-
lowed by atate lepislation.

At Santa Cruz High freshmen had to wear a certain Kind of
beany {some also wore knickers, Cardiff remembers), and they
were not permitted to step a foot on the front steps of the school.
If ordered by an upper classman to periorm an errand or task,
they had to obey,

Sophomores and juniors wore corduroy trousers and caps, and
very white, clean shirts.




"It was the style to get those corduroys so dirty they would
stand zlone, ' Van Gorder said. ''"They weren't washed--that would
have ruined the effect!' As Van Gorder was something of an artist,
he further emhbellished his corduroys with a2 drawing of a hip pocket
snd 5 flagk==-considered very daring, indeed.

Scnior students held forth on the school's front steps and wore
brimmed campaign hats as their identifying apparel. None of this
was ordered by the school or the parents--thage traditions just grew
up among the students themselves.

Senior Sneak Day was a tradition too.

""Going to Brookdale was the big thing to do,'' Cardiff said.
"Sometimes some of the boys would get hold of some wine. "

"Remember the time everybody went out to the Prescott Ranch
in Soquel?! Van Gorder gqueried. "There was a regular procession
of Model T's and Hupmobiles--all driven by seniors and loaded with
kids. Mr., Prescott called the sheriff,”

Sherifi Howard V. Trafton arrived, accompanied by Principal
Bond, and they took one look at the carousing seniors, then called
them =zll together for a lecture before sending them home.

The sheriff addressed the motley group: ''There sre too many
of you for me to do anything about it," he shouted, "'but if you were
mine 1'd beat the hell out of you!"

Van Gorder and Cardiff laughed, remembering.
"Principal Bond was furious with me for just being there,”
Van Gorder recalled. "He wouldn't let me ride back to town in his

car. '

Van Gorder was an "outer” too, but he had his own group called
The Shovel Gang, six boys he went around with, Cardiff had the
ABC Gang--the letters stood for "'All Bolshevik Club''--and they met
in a shack clubhouse near the corner of Bay and West Cliff Drive.




"We were mavericks,’ he said.

There were two fraternities 2t Santa Cruz High: the GEKs and
the PiDelts, to which wealthier "in'' boys belonged. The fraternities
had their own rivalries going and would crash each other's parties
to break them up, steal each other's girl friends, and compete
furiously in sports.

The letters stood for Gamma Eta Kappa and PiDelta, and they
existed until state legislation ended them. The old fraternity broth-
ers still gather each year for a dinner, although the ranks have been
thinning rapidly the last year or two., They ''buried the hatchet"
years ago.

High School sports consisted mainly of rugby, football, and
baskethall, but rugby was banned when a boy was killed while playing
in a game =t Hollister.

"Hiz name was Russell Pease, and he pot kicked in the head
during the game,” Van Gorder said. “Rugbywasatcugh game with
a lot of rumming and kicking--no helmets or protective padding st
all, "

In the 211 of 1920 American football was introduced at the school,
and Van Gorder played in the first game.

In 1920 tennis zlso became apopular sport. The principal helped
start it.

"Principal Bond was a far-sighted man who understood young
people very well," Cardiif said. ''He brought inspiration and gave
us & sense of pride in the school."

"He also coached the first teams,' Van Gorder said, ''The
school didn't have & paid coach until 1917 when Earl A. Harmon
was hired. "

Teachers were regarded with respectand adegree of awe in

those days, they recall. Lillian Howard who taught art and astron-
omy demanded--and got--absolute silence in her class.
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"She could lock at you and you'd feel guilty even if you weren't,
Cardiff said with a Iaugh.

H. B. Lathrop taught geometry and trigonomeiry; Elsie King,
another stern female, taught algebra and geometry (and quietly
helped several brilliant but poor boys through college on the sidel.
Harriet Liles instructed home-economics classe= and Walter Burn,
mechanical drawing.

"Remember Mr. Stevens, the shop teacher? If anyone cut off
= finger, he would keep it."

BEoth men laughed.




Pupils of San Vicenie School, 1420. 'The school was established
in1872. This building erected in 1885, School closed and was
abgorbed into newly formed Bonny Doon District in 1047,
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First grade, 1922, at Mission Hill. Back row, from left: Gino someone,
Lewis Andrectti, Joe Netto, Manuel Netto, Tanner G. Wilson. Middle row,
from left: Peggy Pope, Betty Jane Conray, others unknown. Fromirow, from
left: Alice Sinkinson, Rose Elizabeth Anthony, Vivian Carmesan, unknown,
unknown, unknown, Ruth Gordon, Jane Rittenhouse, Virginia Dellamonica, Uh-
knowri. 1910




Clazss of Jefferdon School, established 1875,

Photo probably taken in

parly 1830s. Teacher Ellz Hazeltine taught there from 1922 to 1933.

Jeffergson School harmonica band.
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Do you recognize any of these people? This is the 1838 clags picture of Larkin Valley School.
Teachers are Bernice Herbert (left, rear) and Eleanor Fontes (pight, rear).



Class photo of Seaside School pupils, probably taken in
1925 (7). Tall girl at center rear is Constance Mattei.
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Clags of Bald Mountain School. Photo probably taken in the 18305, Older woman
infrontrow iz Mrs. Rice, who taught there from 1925101237, School established
in1879 and cloged in1862., Catherine Gove(?)of Santa Cruz provides identificstion:
Back row from left: Renie Rocchi, Morris Moretti, unknown, Jackie Rocchi, un-
known, Doris Moretti, Diva Rocchi. Front row: Genc Rejardo(?), Amerigo
Delucca, Mrs. Rice, Pia Rocchi, Norma Rocchi.
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XIl. What We Learned:
Classrooms of the 1920s and '30s

Those of us who are todey of the "older generation'' can some-
times be heard to sigh with nostalgia for the good old days, as we
regale--and perhaps bore--the voungsters with tales of "how it was
when I went to scheol,” all with the tacit (or not so tacit) implication
that things were better then, What were those clagssrooms of the
19205 and '30a really like--those classrooms that, to a large extent,
shaped the thinking of many of us now in our fifties and sixtics?

A look through the 1523 and 1933 editions of the Manual for
Public Schools, published by the office of the County Superintendent
of Schools, may give us some insights, This Manual, required to
be "a part of every teacher's desk equipment’ throughout the 19205
and '30s, set forth the official educational standards and procedures
that were to be followed in first through eighth grade classrooms of
gantz Cruz County schools.
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The Manual showsthatthe basic subjects taught thenwere much
the same as those taught today. DBut there is 2 noticeable difference
in another area: the instilling in young minds of the virtues of
patriotism, clean living, and high moral purpose reccived an em-
phagis that may seem somewhat quaint to us today. The 1823 Manual
declares:

.+« It shall be the duty of a1l teachers
to endeavor to impress upon the minds of
the pupils the principles of morality, truth,
justice, and patriotizm; to teach them to
avoid idlenesa, profanity, and falashood;
and to insiruct them in the principles of
a free govermanent, and to train them up
to & true comprehension of the rights,
duties, and dignity of American citizen-
ship.

Society expects the child trained in
the public schools of the Stete to know
his rights and duties as a citizen. The
teacher is expected to embrace every
opportunity to teach the principles of
morality, good maenners, andupright citi-
zenship.,. The uncompromizing insistence
on absolutely honest work from the pupils,
the best of which he is capable, and the
continual encouragement to improve asre
influences that must be constantly zlive,

A plean, attractive, well lighted schoaol
room, a tidy, well kept vard, a teacher
who habifually impresses one as a lady or
gentleman, with all the gualities these
denote, an 2ir of earnestness and respect
for the dignity of the profession, mani-
fested in well planned, well conducted class
work--all these things and many others do
much toward charecter building.




Also included in the Manual is ""The Children's Code of Morals, "
which the book suggests shonld be memorised by 211 pupils in the
third grade and reviewed every year thereafter, through the eighth
grade. Because of its interest, and because of the possible role it
may hawve played in shaping the characters of the boys and girls of
that era, we reproduce here those pages from the 1923 NManual:

MANTIAT, FOR SANTA CRUZ COUNTY SCHOOLS

The Children’s Coda af Morals

Prepar=]l by Wm. J. Hutehins, ood neeepted by the Nntlkanal
Tnatitatine for Mornl Instcection (Iney, Waoshingten. 1 0.

Foys and girls wha ore good Amerlenns vy ta hasans Stramg aml
uaelul, thiat oue cauniey may bepome evec preater and bobter.  Thems-
fore they obeoy the Inws of right lisiog which the best Americons
hive slwiys obered,

The fir=t law j= The Law of Healtd. Tha Goms]l Anweienn Teies
ta finin and o Wespn Paclepl [Teaith.

The wolfare of onrf country depends vpon. those who ey to he
physically fit for thede dnlly work: |heselore=:

1. I will keep my clothés, nad laady, amd my mind elean.

2 1wl nwvold thoas hablts which would horoe me, and witl moke
il never break those hnhits which will halp nsa,

G T owill try to teke sech food. sleom, and esercize o= will kesp
e in porfec: Tmakith,

The fgecatd Inw B The Law of Self-Contral. The Goad Aneeieleni
Controle Himszlf,

Those who best control themaslyes can heal serve theic countror.

I. L will eontrol my tongue, mind W ool aflow it to spenls nvenn.
vulgnr. oF peoaltaie wardH,

4 I will control my temper. nnd wil not g6t angey when js=opke
ar things displeane o,

A, T will menlrel my thowophts, sand wil not allaw a0 Taaliabh wish
1o apall o Wise Pinepukes,

The thivd law I8 The Law of Self-Reliance. The ool Amerlenn
ir Self-Ielfimne,

Bell-concelt v silly, bhoo self-rellance Ia pnedessaey oo bove anid
givls who wonlidl he sfrome aml aselol

1. T will glidlly Taatet to e odvice of older and wiser people. Tt
L wiall leirn te think for miyvself. olisgse Do agaedf, ol for el

me A owHE el D il of hednes Inuphied i
A 1 will maf ez sifrild of dolng right widen the efoviad dosss wWians.

The fourth biw fs The Law of Ballability. The Gasl Asmerhisn

i 1ol

Qe pounley grows preik and gond as her cloizens are alile peose
Teilly dir Bl exeh ofther;  Thecefore:s
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15- T will he honest, In- word nod dn oegs. 1owill not e, - anock, orF
proatdmad, nor will 1 kesp the truth from those seho hove o rdghs to LE

2 L owill not do wrong in the hope of not being found out. L
canoct bBide e trugth Trom @mysEslT sl smnnot aften hide (0 froem
wllpera,

A T owill nod take owithoot permbaslon what does aol heleng 0 e,

4. T will da prompily whot T fisive  pEedmdsed fa do If T Tanws
meade & foallsh promdse, Towill ot ance eanfess my mistnke, and 1wl
tey te make good any harm which ooy mistakes oy have oioased,
will =¢ speoh ond act Uhat people will find il easi=r o brost sach
e,

The fifth Taw b5 The Law of Clean Play. The ool Awerican
Flays Fibr.

Ulener iy inoreases nd droons one's strength. ond helps one Lo
L= o geeiul Lo gme's cannaliery.  Thearaliora:

L1 will ned vheal, sor will T play fof BEesps o Dee o poapsy,  B0T
mlewsildl mas play file, che laser wauld fnse the fun of cthe miine, the
winner would lose his self-vespect, amd the gorme disell would bepoane
a e sl ellen erigsl boainesa,

20 L owitll wesak my opppos=nl o with politeness

I T play in o gronp @ane, TOwilE play, fGt for my ows glary,
Ieitl Toe the sulecens of my tenot and the fun of the Snimd.

1= 1 will b= @ poo] ossr or o renisrolms. winner.
The =ixth law iz The Law of Duty, The Geod Americian Doed
s Dagy.

Tlat shirker or the wiiling Ldlee iveas upon the . Inleo oof o adhaoea,
higpalaid uthers - with the work which s Bie anghit o da0 abs hifmEsf,  Ha

Tiaenea s fediew cdiloema, nmd g0 lknrms his colneey,

- T owdll ey ta find ot what oy Jdsie s, wiliml T evughl fo do;
andl iy toey. Iowdll da, whethar Lo R aney o bl What T anglit fa
e L ean doo

The sevenlh law iz The Law of Good Workmanship. The Good
Amwbicnn Teiea Lo Ao the Right Thing b 1k Right Way,

The welfare of cur countey deprada upan s wlhia Jeave Tedemed
Lo do i the right way the thinge that ought {0 be done.  Therefore:

I T will gst the best poszile edocxtion, and Jearn all thot L cian
Trome thiks Wla lnea learned to do (he sight thing in (e right way,
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2 T will tnke on dnteeest Ino oy owos®, sod will nob be satsfied
with stip-ahod aml mersly passahie work. A wheel o & ol or o nodl
carelessly modn nEny cwods the death of Bundreds.

d. I wil tey ta «dp (he right thing in the right woyr, oven when
no one else seos or penlssd mg, Bul when I have done my best, T will
mol =nvy those who hnwe dona Taitar, or have recelved lorger roward.
Envy spails the work and the worker

The wighth law iz The Law of Team-Whark. The Good American
Works Io Friendly Co-apecation with his Fellpw Waorkeya,

Dne mon. nlate: @sild pob budld o oty e oo grent rablrond.  Qpe
. alons would find 1t heed o LEld o bowse o & bridge. That 1
may have beend, men have sowed and renpsd, men have mode piows
and threshors, mes have budlt mills ond mined eonl, son have mode
Bloves and kept siores. Af we |sarn better how to work togethes, tlhe
wallare of vur country 18 ndvanced,

Lo I whneever work T do with others Tl doo ooy it and will
helps uthers do thelr paret,

2 Uwilk keep b aeler the things which § uss In oy work, When
thing= qre ont. of plaee, they are ofén i the way, and sepselinens
they s hoed to Tl Disceder mcens confeaion, and che wnste of
tmae i patlence

2. I mll oy work wilh olhers, I wlil b cheeefu], Chesprlessness
depreases cll tha wesrkers . #nal Injures ol the wosik.

L When I bowe eecelved monsy for my work, 1 will he nolther a
miser nor A spenodthrift. T will save o speisd a= one of the friendly
workers of Amsrice

The nintk law 15 The Law of Kindneas. The Gopd Anserloan s
kimd,

Tit Amerten Lthoss who are of Alfforent races, coligs ol coodi-
tlong, nuiskl Jive logether, We are of mony dfferent sovis, Tl wes o=
Ono Eront meapiee Every upkindness  horis the commson  HEE,  awoey
Eindnes= helps the common Ufs Thavelors:

1. L will o Eind In all my thoughie T 9wl bsar no apltes ar
griodges. | will mot thinolk mysclf ahows ony other givl o Loy just
hocausa [ s of & diffecent raee or cplor or condition, I wiil nowver
desplse mmyhady.

I T will T Rind i &l my spesch. I will not gos=ip nor will [
apieak  unkindly of anyens. Ward= piay wodisd oF Tl
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I wil e Hbodd By oallomy scols. 1 owll not salfl=lily insist om
mmiwing may own wey. I will glwave 1w polite,  IMude peapls e naf
mond Amertenns. I will not eonble nnecessarily those whe do wark
for me, I owill do moy best oo peovent crusliy, aomd will grive noy 1sat
fielpp o those Wi need iLomest.

The tenth law 18 The Law of Leyslty. The Gond Awcrican ja
Tyl

If wur Americd i= o begoms over greater gl Letiee, lher cisizens
mnAL Is layal. devoredly Cabthlul. in evecy celatlon of 1ifs,

L. Toawlll 1= lopal boomy family, Io legralty T owill ghully pbey my
iEenta o thase whe ore In thele filaes T owill do my best o help
cach. member of my fumily to steenpeh and  Eefulness.

D wll L Jaxnl ta bnd &bl In Jovalty 1owdil abes ol lrekp
wther puplls to ohey ihkase reles which ugther the good of a1

F T owill b oyl o ney Tostne my Slite. my Councey. In lopltr
[ wifl respercn o] el adliers o0 feRiqcd Lhel Liwes andd aleele Concis

of  Juslice,

£, [ owill Dse Joysd to bEmnanikty - In ]u:-_l.';.!'i:].' T will du amy Lest tis
Bedyi ke Ceieiadly selelioind of abr cotinley with every orbee Countre,
Al Al grive g everyands 1o every land tha Al jsossille cloamnes,

It 1 try slmply o e Ioval to my Gowdle, T one be ddlalexcal fa
m¥F scheol. B I ry mimply to be logral to ma¥ Achioul, T sy be dis-
foyad Lo my tewon oy stale, ol my country. 16T ey slmply e be
Fipwrgl Lie poe Rk, HEwEe, nd- coginley, iy b quﬂn_l,';f! Eir |'|1|1|1;|"i_|__'r|
I will try alwwn nll Thinga @lze 1o be feyal to humanity: dhen T shall
nuwii:.-' b leval oo iy countey. mey =tobe, anmd By Lewn, b may . schol,
sl Lo my Faomily,

And he who abeys the law af loyvalty abeys. all ihe ulher oine
lvwy of the Gooil American.

Reference Books

tinod Mamners and - Tipht Conduet (HBooks Ioand T—DG 0,
Hesith & T4,

Galilein Rula  Soeles.

Galden Tadilfer Beoeles.
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This Code of Morals also appears in the 1833 Manual, but in &
much abbreviated form; apparently by this time less emphasis was
being placed on it.

In those days the rules and regulations for promotion and grad-
uation were strict and well-defined by the County Board of Education.
{The Board sent out tesis at ""appropriate intervals” in order to
check on the progress of every student.) Academic standards were
rigorous. "In computing the percentage for promotion, " the 1923
Manual states, "'the daily work must count two-thirds and the tests
one-third, " and in order to be promoted or get a diploma from the
eighth grade a student had to have an overall average of 80 per cent
and not fall below 70 per cent in any one subject.

By 1033, however, the standards had relaxed a bit; daily class
work now counted for three-fourths of a pupil's srade, and tests
one-ifourth. Diplomas and promotions were awarded for an overall
average of 75 per cent, if no subject grade fell below 65 per cent,
and trial promotions could be granted in some circumstances,

It scems that the county office kept close tabs on all students in
those day=. "'At the end of the first snd second months of school,"
the 1623 Manual dictates, ''a detailed report of the progress and
standing of all pupils ...must be sent io the office of the County
Superintendent of Schools. Such report must include written exam-
ination papers in at least two subjects, together with the gquestions."
(Thiz was still required in 1933, but by then the test papers didn't
have to be included.) And at the end of the year the teacher had to
make a finzl report to the County Board of Education on every stu-
dent, recommending whether or not the pupil should be promoted.
No promotions could be made at any time without the consent of the
Eoard.

The county office also was concerned with the professional de-
velopment of the teachers, just as it is today. According to the 1923
Manual, each teacher was "'required to read at least two standard
professional books during the year and to send to the County Super-
intendent's office a written report on the first book during the month
of November, and on the second book during the month of May, "
Appended was g list of 22 books from which the teacher could choose.
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(One can imagine how busy teachers greeted this semi-annual task!)
The 1833 Manual merely suggests that the teacher 'read profea=zional
books, ' but no longer requires the submission of book reports tothe
superintendent,

Cither duties were spelled out for those teachers of the 19205

The teacher or principal is in charge of
the school buildings and property. See that
the janitor's work is thoroughly done, the
ward kKept in good condition, the out-houses
clean and sanitary. The teacher should in-
spect the toilets at Teast once 8 day. Insist
upon right conditions., ..

Pure air promotes both mentezl end moral
vipor; impure air lowers the energy of the
body, and 25 a result dullness, drowsiness,
headache, and inatiention to work are oc-
casionsd.

During recess open the windows at top
and bottom. Make this a duty and attend to
it. Allow as muech ventilation during school
hours as possible without creating drafts. ..

Each teacher should make an inspesction
daily of hygienic conditions in the classroom
if she would emphasize habits of cleanliness,
noficing the personal cleanliness of the pupils'
hair, face, hands, finger nails, clothes.

(Just in paseing we may note the high value apparently placed on
Ypure air' in those days. The "necessity of fresh air in homes;
open doors and windows, ' and the "value of sleeping outdoors, "
were two items of the curriculum that were to be taught to all
second graders. Perhape there is less emphasi=s on this today
because the air isn't so pure any more?)
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The curriculum of the dayleaned heavily toward the basics. One
can get an idea of the relative importance attached to the various
subjects by studying a table in the 1923 Manual which gives the sug-
sested minimum time, in minutes per week, that was to be alloited
each subject. These minimum times, for instance, were recoms-
mended for the fifth grader:

DA T by v e 2ot et e et et e ety DA ES
IR ek To e e e s bad P ites
Composition . oL oo a o as  BB0 i minntes
Geography: v v . e lallimimates
History 25 e o wianeie s »ov 180 minutes
SRETINE G o ailie e we = e M ante s
Physical Education . . . 4 + » + 100 minutes
Penmanshily o, = s rie s = =ia T aningtes
Phyziology & Hygiene . . . . . . 60 minutes
B e b 0] e e e [ an BT S
PSS A e L e e Bl b
Nature Sdy & o v v oore s= Sl minutes

(The recommendations vary for different grades.) The recommen-
dations are pretty much the same in the 1933 Manual, except that
even more time was allotted to reading and arithmetic, and by then
geopraphy and history were combined into the single subject of
"social studies.”

The daily program plan of each teacher varied considerably, of
course (particularly since many who were in multi-graded classes
had to teach meore than one subject simultaneously to different grades
in the same room), but in general, reading, composition and gram-
mar, srithmetic, penmanship, and spelling were taught almost daily
to all. History might be taught two days of the week, alternating with
lwo days of geography, with such subjects as drawing and naturc
study being allotted 2 little time only once a weck--ofien on Friday
afternoons, Bach day was usually started with sbout 15 minutes of
music. Standardized textbooks, prescribed by the state, were re-
quired in most subject areas. And what of the various subjects?

In arithmetic, of course, the "new math' was far in the future;
heavy emphasis was placed upon memorization drills. "Much drill




must be given on the various number combinations in addition and
subtraction,' the 1923 Manual says, "'and on the tables in multiplica-
tion. The child should have them thoroughly memorized. Absolute
sccuracy must be insisted upon,

Reading was given much atiention in the 1820s curriculum be-
cause, as the Manual says, ''Reading is the golden key that unlocks
=11 knowledge.'! Phonics were the accepted method of teaching, and
here too we find stress placed upon the valus of memorizalion and
drill: "A judicious use of phonetics in every grade; of word and
phrase drills; of exerrcise in emuanciation, articulation, and pronoun-
ciation [ sic]; of exercises to increase the reading pace zre absolule
egsentials.

Children read from standeard primers and readera and from
supplemental hooks obtained from the county library. "'Library
Diplomag" were awarded by the county school superintendent to
those pupils who read and reviewed at least six "'good books" in a
year and who had "z good record in deporiment. 5

There were lists of poems and selections that students in each
srade were expected to memorize. For example, inihe 1320s,
fourth graders had to learn by heart the following: "The Village
Blacksmith, " "The Flag Goes By," "Seein' Things at Night," ""The
American's Creed," "Look for Goodness, ' and "America, the
Beantiful, "'

The 1923 Mamual devotes much space to describing how history
and civics should be taught--and one can detect a political biag that
was perhaps dictated by the times:

. +» We must chooge such materials as
will contribute to our fundamentzl objective,
that of socializing the child, ...The mate-
rial must lend tothe truth that our American
Government and our present civilization are
the highest achievements in the never-ending
progress of mankind.
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The fundamental considerations in method
are growth, peatriolism, and sympathy. The
malerials must be so presented 25 to portray
the present as an oulgrowth of the past, and
a5 a stage in the progresstoward anidealized
future. An abiding faith in our people, a
patriotic devotion to our institutions, and a
sympathetic respect for other peoples and
their institutions must be inspired. Progress
must be 50 portrayed that evolution and not
revolution is fixed in the mind of the cohild
ag the ideal growth. Faith in the American
people should be of such a guality that the
growing citizen will look with disfavor upon
the pseudo-reformer with his doctrine of
destruction, and further that he realize the
necessity of protecting what we have by wise
legislation Iooking to immigration control.

(Teaching children the value of "immigration control'’ may seem
decidedly strange in these days of the multi-culturzl curriculum!)

The subject of peopraphy apparently seemed less fraught with
philogophical danger to young minds; there are no such wordy admo-
nitions sppended fo its descripiion in the Manual, aside from the
suggestion that maps, globes, a stereoscope, and a sand table could
zid in its teaching. Sand tables--three by four feet was given as a
good size--were considered stendsrd classroom eguipment then.
Children could build reliefl maps in them--or, indeed, any kind of
imaginary terrain that fancy dictated.

Spelling and penmanship seemed to be given more importanee
in those days than they are now. DBoth were taught through constant
repetition, practice, and drill. The uge of ink for writing was in-
troduced in the third prade. In the 1920s the Zaner method of pen-
manship was in nse.

Language and composition, of course, covered grammar and
the mechanics of written and oral expression, In California today
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(1978) school boards are busy developing proficiency standards for
graduation, =3 required by recently passed state law. Inthe 19205
this proficiency standard regarding language was in effect:

Grammar School graduates should be zble
to recognize the part of specch of any word in
a gentence by its use in the sentence. The
ability to do this easily and guickly is a funda-
mental of technical prammar.

By ithe close of this [the eighth] year, pupils
zhould be able to staend before their class and
talk upon z subject within the range of their
knowledpge or experience, speaking plainly, in
clean-cut sentences, and without grammatical 5
mistakes. They should be able to write an
original paragraph on a subject within the range
of their experiences or interests.

Such a peragraph should show a mastery
of the senience idea, frecdom from common
grammafical errors, correct spelling, correct
nge of the commonest merks of punctuation,
and & pleasing style of presentation of the subject.

A 1ittle fime was piven in some of the larger schools to less
academic pursuite than reading, writing, and arithmetic, The state
law of the time dictated that wherever there were six or more
elementary school teachers at one school, 'manual training and
household economics' must be tanght. The Santa Cruz County Board
of Education zccordingly directed that woodworking and sewing be
taught in the appropriate schools during the seventhand eighth grades,
for-an hour and a guarter each week.

Physiczl education was made mandatory by state law in 1917,
bul it didn't seem to be given much importance as a subject, at least )
in rural schools. The 1923 Manual notes: "'Much of the time for
play has, in limes past, been spent by the pupil in idle gossiping or
in scuffling or playing foolish games.' Teachers werc urged to
supervise the playground, teach games, and organize groups, so
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that the various play setivities of the students "may be more system-
atically conducted.” However, to judge from both the 1923 and 1933

editions of the AMamial, P.E. in those daysjustdoesn't appearto have
heen an important part of the curriculuom.

Similarly, music was not an imporiant subject for educators of
the day; it seems to have congisted mainly of the singing of songs,
at least inthe one=teacher rural schools, Alist of 28 standard songs
which all children were expected to know by the time they graduated
iz given. Teachers were warned: "In teaching any of the popular
songs of the day, the teacher should use judgment in selecting only
those of good musical gqualify and with words appropriate for school
room singing.' In addition, teachers were told, phonograph records
were allowed as a teaching aid, but "trash should not be brought into
the achool room. "

By the time the revised Manual of 1933 was writien, the admoni-
tions to the music teacher had grown stronger (perhaps because by
that time jazz had been firmly established on the popular scene?).
The 1933 Manual declares:

The voices of children should never be
strained or forced, hence they should never
be asked to sing LOUDLY. The tone should
e kept soft, sweet, and flexible. The range
ghould not go bevond that of C onthe first line
below thetreble cleff to the Gor A flat above
it. Tosecurethis good tone the tegcher her-
self must NOT sing HARSHLY or LOUDLY,
znd should regquire the children to sing as
though they were making an echo of her fone.

(Cne wonders what the educators of the day might have thought of
hard rock, )

The time recommendedtobe allotted to nature study was only two
15-minute perlods per week. The purpose of this study, the 1023
Marual says, was to enzable the pupil "to do his part in the never-
ending effort to have nature further and further serve the humanrace”
--a philosophical point of view that might make some modern-day
environmentalists a little uneasy.




This chapter has attempted to give readers some 1dea of what
was taught and how it was taught in Santa Cruz classrooms of the
19205 and '30s. Were those truly the "good old days" of education?
Did students learn more?

i does seem as if scedemic and moreal standards were higher,
stricter then., ¥et, the description of the teaching methods contained
inthose old manuals often conjures up images of bored, glassy-eyed
pupils, staring out the window or squirming impatiently at their
desks (211 desks arranged in precise rows, of course; and anchored
firmly to the floor), awaiting deliverance by the school bell from
their long dey of reeitation and drill. Classrooms are more open
now, freer, less rigid. We sce fewer of those glassy-eyed, squirm-
ing students today. But are they getting a better education today?
That'= a hard guestion to answer. Readers will have to judge for
themselves,

It may be that the egsential factor in geiting a good education
iz nol so much in the curriculum provided or the teaching methods
employed--be they "strict” or "permissive’’--butl in the personal
interactionbetween the individual teacher and the individual student.
It may be that nothing in education is more important than that.

The 1923 Manual for Public Schools speaks to this point: "If
the teacher has not becoming manners, it says, = her teaching of
manners will be useless, for the pupil will do a3 the teacher does,
not as he is told to do. "
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Students at work in clessroom of old CalabasasSchool, probzbly in early 1940s.

i e,

The old Brown School near Bear Creek Rosd north of Houlder Creek,
Fetablished in 1875. This building erected in 1885(%). Suspended in

1850. This photo of the student body was probably taken in 1945 or &
few years carlier. Mrs. Alice Larsen(not shown) was teacher in1845.
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Field Day at Soquel Union School in 1%45. Teachers Kate Leonard

and Alice Woolsey are shown here.

Eva Gurkovich, prineipzl of Aptos School, in 15845, (Bus

driver, unseen, was George Weiser. )
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A pirate flag--fake, of course--was ht—ung hoisted at Seaside School
back in the 19403 when this photo was snapped. The class was probably
gtudying *the (s r:re.t.t h.!.-:‘tc:-r-j.r which abnuﬂded in fales of sea and shlps.

Students of Eureka School, one of the many small, relatively isolated
schools that still existed in the county in the1840s, The pupils are un-
identified, but the burro is named Sally. They are saddling herfor
the trip home from school.
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Students of Oakdale School making a Vietory garden, early
19405, (This school was unionized with Aptos in 1947,)
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sSerap drive at Seaside School in 1942, Heportedly two tons of scrap for the war effort were collected.




Xll. An Interview with
Superintendent Richard Fickel

Dr. Richard Fickel has been an educator for 38 years. Twenty
of those years were spent in the Santa Cruz public school system.
During his lifetime in the field of education he has served as teacher,
principal, truant officer, educational consultant, college instructor,
distriet superiniendent--and has held the post of Santa Cruz County
Superintendent of Schools for 11 years, since Oetober of 1967. He
will retire, atthe age of 58, at the end of this year {1978).

His career has spanned some of the most turbulent and exciting
years that public education hzg ever witnegssed. Inthe summer of
thiz year we interviewed Fickel to get an idea of what those years of
chanpe were like, especially as they aifected Santa Cruz County, and
to learn what he thinks about the state of education today and its
probable fufure course.

Tiekel was born in Wenatchee, Washington, in 1920, Beth his
parents were ministers of the Church of God, and the family moved
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twice during his early school years, [ocllowing the cgll of their
pioneer ministry: to Arcats, California, in 1925, and then fo Live
Oak (north of Yuba City) in 1920, His father worked at various jobs
lo eke out the family's meager income.

Neither of his parenis had been to college, but they wanted
a.college education for their son; his father had taught high school inhis
earlier years and the family put a high value on education. Fickel
made hig decigion to become a teacher when he was five or six
vears old. ''If has always been my posl to go into teaching, ' he
=ays, 1 just never knew anything else.

His father died when Fickel was in the eighth grade. After his
freshman year his mother was called to a pastorate in Santa Cruz,
and they moved here in 13924, Tickel attended Santa Cruz High School
and worked part-fime as a can stacker in a local cannery to help out
with expenses. He graduated in1237 and then for two years attended
Reedley Junior College near Fresno, At Reedley he met his future
wife, Manilla Mosher, They had much in common: her parenls were
ministers zlso, and she was sfudying to become a teacher. Both
attended Fresno State Teachers' College afier Reedley,

Fickel graduated from Fresno State in the summer of 1940 and
began the search for his first teaching job.

"Jobs were scarce as hen's teeth then," he recalls. "We would
drive all over the country, five or gix of 05 in 2 car, going from
gchool diztriet o school district applying for jobs. I can =till re-
member thode places we went for interviews--usually two- or three-
room schoolhiouses, with backless benches along the sides of dimly
1it hallways. There would be 20 or 30 people sitting there, waiting
for an interview with the board, The hoard was usually made up of
farm people. They'd have you bid against the others: 'So-and-so
said he'd take the job for a thousand a year. How much will you
take it for?' ‘There were no galary schedules. Those bidded jobs
usually went for $1,000 to $1,300. The going salary at the time,
recommended by the state, was $1,320 a year."

Fickel got his first tfeaching job al Central Union Elementary
Sehool in Lemoore, outside of Fresno, and got a good salary--31,500.
But he earned it.




"1 taught the fifth and sixth grades--56 students in a composition
grade, all in one room. I also taught all the veocal and instrumental
music. I was the vice-principal of the scheool. I also drove the
school busg, and I was the 4-H advisor. I was going from seven o
seven every day.

In addition to this, he had to stay up two nights 3 week watching
for airplanes. The war had just begun and the fear of an enemy attack
was real. Teachers were expected to serve as examples to the
community by participating in nightly airplane watches.

Fickel recalls: "Everyone in the school signed up for those
watches, Manilla and I sipned up for the midnight to six a.m. =tint,
twice a week. We had an old tent heated with a keroseng stove, and
with two cots in it. We'd fake turns watching, and whenever a plane
come over we had to czll into the centrsl headguarters in Fresno
and tell them-

During the early war years anti-Japanese feeling ran high.
"There were gquite a few Japanege ferm families that lived in our
region,' Fickel recollects. ''All of them were herded together into
buses gnd tzken to various concentration centers. It didn't affect
our school because we had no Japanege students, but it did signifi-
cantly affect school districts 20 or 30 miles away. AndIremember
before the concentration cemters started, one inslence wheore some
youngsiers in one elementary school had developed suchan emotional
attitude toward the Japanese because of the war, that they actually
hung & Japanese boy, Killed him,"

Fickel had enlisted in the Air Force in July of 1941, but wasn't
called up for duty for a year and a half. "The war was heating up.
War stories were rampant. Submarines were reportedoff the coast
of Santa Cruz.” He and his wife, now pregnant, spent 2 summer
raigsing sweet potatoes for the war effort. The anxiety of waiting for
his call to report made it difficult to concentrate on his classroom
duties, and in November of 1842 Fickel quit his position at Central
Union and went to work in a scrap meial reclamation project in
Santa Cruz,

In February of 18943 he finally got his call to report for duty.
He spent two years 28 an Air Force instructor, and then was
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assigned to Guam as & second lieutenant radar bombadier navigator.
During the closing days of the war he flew seversl bombing raids over
Japan.

In April of 1846 he returned to Santa Cruz, where WManilla had
bought s house on Windsor Street, fo resume his teaching career.
This time, however, he didn't have to go looking for a job. T
wasn't even out of uniform yet. One day the lady in the yard next
door leaned over the fence and said, "I understand that ;.ruu're |
teacher. I'm Edith Fikes, the counfy superintendent of schools,’
She said that the principal at Scotts Valley School, Ruby Owens, was
ill, and they couldn't find a substitute-=-and would I take the job? So
I ended up at Scottz Valley,' He finished out that school year and
stayed on for four years as teaching prineipzl,

scotts Valley Union Elementary School {(today it iz Scotts Valley
Intermediate) waslocated onBesn Creek Road and Scotts Valley Drive.
"Scotts Valley Drive used to be old Highway 17, Fickel recollects,
"but there was very little traffic. There were hardly any businesses
or buildings along it then. The school setting was rather primitive--
manaanits rlllr.u:f underbrush and poison oak came right up to the school
all around.

When Fickel arrived at the school there were about 100 pupils
there, in grades [lirst through eighth, with four teachers and four
classrooms. All classrooms contained combinalion grades.

"t was a iypical country school. We haed some buses, but most
kids walked. Some would come to school on their horses. The kids
were primarily from farming familice, Everybody wore jeans, boys
and mirls alike.

"1 had a difficult time with that when I first went there. You
couldn't tell the girls from the boys. I started adress code and had
the girls start wearing dresses, so that they would be treated like

a i1 3
girls.

In 1546 the war-time "'baby boom' had bepun to hit the schools,
with 2 surge of first-graders entering school., By 1947 the crunch
was even more evident, both'in Sapta Cruz County and =statewide.
Fickel remembers it as a challenging time for the Scotis Valley School



ataff. (In 1947 his fellow teachers were Phair Sinnott, Vivian Rice,
Lens Thomas, and Marion Johnstone., On the school board were
Clifford Kilfoyl, Harry Voss, Walter Teman, Otlo Kersten, and
Carl Roynon.) Fickel tells about those days:

"We were S0 overcrowded, we had three classes going in the
auditorium--one on the stage and two on the floor, divided by four
by six partitions. There was no soundproofing. It was terrible--
you can't believe how noisy it was! On Friday we'd take out all the
partitions and pile them against the wall, and put in chairs, and we'd
show movies for the community every Friday and Saturday nights.
We charged 25 cents for the movies, and started a fund o get a
community center started.

"and then there was the old Scotts Valley firehouse, down on
the corner of Scotts Valley Drive. They had moved out and gave the
building to the school. We put = class of about 20 down there. It
had a dirt floor, and when it reined Vivian [ Rice| would have to put
half the kids on one side of the room and half on the other because
the waler would run right down the middle.

"And then we rented space from the Christian Church camp-
sround zcross the street on Bean Creek Hoad, and had a primary
class over therc. It was freezing there--1 don't know how the kids
ever lived through it.

"Finally in 1947 we mounted a drive, took a survey, and were
able to get in on some of the $50 million that was being given away
to schools at that time. It was an outright gift which dide't have to
be paid back. The slate saw our need and gave us the money to build
two or three additional classrooms in 1848, "

 During the time Fickel was there the school's altendance about
doubled, and the staff grew from four to 10. "The condilions were
tough,'" Fickel notes, "hut they were typical of schools throughout
{he county. Holding classes wherever they could find space. Eoquel
School was meeting in churches and in buildings across the sireet,
Felton was meeting in churches too, Boulder Creek was able 1o
build some extra rooms, sothey keptahead. Santa Cruz City started
building new schools about thal time, Aptos built two, Fajaro was in




the process of a building program most of the fime in those years--
from around 1048 to around 51 or 52 there was a lot of construction
going on all over the county. "

Yet in spite of the adverse physical conditions of those years,
Tickel believes the morale of the teachers wasg high and the children
emjoyed school. "It was & real challenge--and we had a lot of fun.
Thers was a resl feeling of community, of family, armong the kids
and the teachers and the parents, That was still the ers when edu=
cation was recognized as an opportunity and a privilege rather than
a right, and so there was dedication to the need for education.  Kids
did learn. Our test scores were very pgood.

"There was a befter feeling of community throughout the entire
county school system than exists now, I think, DMaybe it was because
we were smaller and we were all faced with the same kinds of prob-
lems: All the members of the educational community knew one
another. We'd pet together.

"For instance, we had an anmual Field Day at Soduel. That was
really a greal experience, and everyone looked forward to it. All
schools in the county were invited. We'd have maybe a thousand
kids and their parents show up. They organized field games of all
kinds for primaries right on through eiphth grade. The PTA would
bring food and sell crafis. We'd close the day with a series of soft-
ball games, with ribbons given ouf to winners. It was & big event,
Paul Walters was the Soguel superiniendent then, and Del Miller was
the assistant. He died just this last year, "

And Fickel recalls another countywide school event: "Once a
vear we'd put on a massive musical activity at the Civic Auditorium
in downtown Santa Cruz, ATl the buses from schools all over the
county would bring their kids, and we'd have a thousand kids singing
and playing.,

In 1850 County Superintendent Edith Fikes asked Fickel to go to
work at the County Office of Education (then located on the second
floor of the jailhouse on Front Street in Santa Cruz) as Child Welfare
and Attendance Officer--otherwise known ag the truant officer. Of
the duties in his new job Fickel comments: '"Principzls would call




me up and say so-and-s0 hasn't been in school, and as'hookey cop'
I'd po oul {o the home and tell the parents we wanted the pupil at
school, If we didn't get cooperation, we'd go to referee court, |
worked with all the schools to maintain attendance conirols and
records.

"And we started a county-wide testing program, which was my
responsibility in those days. We were one of the first counties to
have a test scoring machine. We pave the tests and scored them,
and sent out the resulls,

"When | wasthe CWA officer 1 had to visit 211 the schools in the
counyy monthly. Inthose days there were schools way off in the
boonies, all over the couniy. TFor example, Central Schocl was in
operation at that time--you'd go up Highway 17, turn north on z
winding dirt road clear up on the top of nowhere. Thatround trip was
893 miles. Mrs. [Violet] Isidorc was the teacher of the one-room
=chool up there, with sbout half a dozen pupils. Then there was
Seaside School in Swanten, up sbove Davenport--ancther one-room
school with about six students. It was really back in the hills, They
were different people entirely up there, rezlly fine people. They
didn't get out to town very often, just lived back in the mountains.

"The high school at Boulder Creek didn't have many students, but
they had an auto shop, a swimming pool--they really hada great thing
gaing up there in Boulder Creek, There was only one school inSoguel
then. And there were Corralitos, Salsipuedes, Freedom--z11 now
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part of the Pajaro Valley District, which unified in 1985.

IFickel remembers the bitter conlroversy over the unification of
San Lorenzo Valley School District in the early '50s. Many of the
independent Valley people strongly resisted the merger of small school
districts with their separate, individusl school boards into & single
lsrger district. It did not happen without a hattle.

"I was here in the county office and Edith [Fikes] gave me the
job of coordinating the San Lorenzo Valley unification election. They
were fighting tooth and nail--Felton, Ben Lomond, Brookdale, Boulder
Creek, ZAayanie, Lompico--they just didn't get along with one another
at all. It was a rainy day when the election took place. 1 gol calls




in the office saying, 'Get up here! There are people who are not
following the election code.' I found people inside the polling area
right nexti te the booiths--you're supposed to stay 100 feet away--
sereaming and hollering at each other, telling people how to vote and
how not to vote, people fighting with one another. It was a mess, it
was terrible. They were irying to stuff the bsallot hox, they were
trying to keep people from voting. 1 had to threaten them with the
csheriff. Buti it finally worked out. It passed handily. Howard Hazel-
tine was superinteéndent of San Lorenzo Union District at that time,
and he left because he was spainst unification with San Lorenzo
Vallew. He went io Bonny Doon School,

"There was a big trend toward unification in those days. In the
'605 the state required all districts to study the issue and make an
attempt to unify, if it was feasible. Pajaro Valley became unified in
1865, There were three eleciions in the north county area, inan
attemnpt to get Scotts Valley, Live Ozk, and Soguel to unify with Santa
Cruz, but all three elections failed miserably, so we decided there
wag no point in trying to pet them to merge.”

What were the advantages of unification, and has it worked?
Fickel answers: ''The idea was that in a unified district you could
provide betier education and more services than would have beén
possible in a smaller district, because you had more atudents and a
bigger tax base, and maybe you could reduce the number of admin-
istrators. But it doesn't cost less money, And, in my opinion, it
takes away local control. In Pajaro where you had five boards of
trustees you only have one now. In SanLorenzoValley where you had
three or four distinct boards there is only one now., The hoards are
doing g good job, but it takesthe schools farther away from the people.

"I would have to gsay that in my opinion unification in Santa Cruz
County has not really workedwell, The communities that were forced
into unification by election had such a strong identity of their own,
and the socio-economic, culiural mix of those communities has been
so varied, that there's never been a real blend take place. I don't
want to go back to the 'good old days' of thelittle red schoolhouse with
one room--I don't think that's as effective a way of educating young-
sters and providing them with the kinds of experiences they need.
But take Scotts Valley District for an example, with only three
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dchools, It hasn't unified with anybody. The same with Spoquel or
Live Oak districts. Those sizes I believe are desirable. I don't
think unification is always effective,

During the time he worked at the County Office of Education,
Fickel commuted to Stanford University and received his master's
degree from that institution in 1851. We ran for Santa Cruz City
Council and almmeost won., He left the county office inl952 and received
his doctoral degree in education and school administration from
Stanford in 1854,

In ihe following years he served a5 curriculum consultant for the
Inglewood Unified School District in Los Angeles County, and as
asgictent superintendent and then superintendent of the Walnut Cresk
Elementary School District. Then in 1963 he wentl to San Jose State
a5 an instructor, intending to become & college professor. But this
was not Lo be. A yearlster he was called for aninterview at Cabrillo
College, thinking it was for a position at that college. The inter-
view, however, turned cul to be for the superiniendency of the San
Lorenzo Valley Unified School District, a job for which Fickel had
sent in an application and then forgot about. He got the job., He and
his wife and two daughiers moved back to Santa Cruz County, taking
up residence in Scotis Valley. "We alweays had wanted to come back
to this area,’ he says.

Three years later, in the £311 of 1867, Norman''Sig" Lisn retired
from the post of county superintendent of schools with 2 year remain-
ing of his term, and invited the superintendents of all school districts
in the county to apply for the job., At the urging of his old college
advizor Fickel submitted hizs appliczslion, and was selected for the
position. He has served in the post since that time, hawving twice
succescfully stood for election. He will retire at the end of Decem-
ber, 19978, after 11 years of service.

We asked IMickel what changes he had witnessed during his years
in education.

The pace of Iearning has asccélersled and its scope widened tra-
mendously, he believes, The launching of the Soviet satellite Sput-
nik in the cold war years of the '60s marked the bepinning of the

space age and cansced a major shifl in the direction of the corriculum.
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"I'he new math, the '"why-Johnnie-can't-read' controveray, the
new cmphasis on science-=-zll these came about in the '50s, after
Sputnik, as a direct result of the need for the United States to keep
up with Russia in the field of seience. It was really a big influence,
I should say it was. The back-fo-the-basics movement, phonics,
the stress on math, chemistry, biology, physics--all the thingsthat
happened in the educational field after 1957 and into the '60s were a
direct outgrowth of our need to keep up. It really had little to do
with our own internal need, but Russia was there as a threat. The
cold war was on.

"Wow of course the new math is beginning to recede, pass out of
favor. But some of the things that came with the new math we're
going to keep, Research into the processes of learning has changed
the eurriculum too. We have hetter materials and teaching tech-
nigques as aresultof research. There's no doubt, for example, that
the reading program today is much stronger than it ever was, be-
cauge we have a much profounder understanding of the fechnical act
of reading, compared to what we had 30 or 40 years ago. 5o foday
it'=s not just 'phonetica’ or 'look-say,' but a combination of both
teaching methods. "

What of the often heard criticism that schools aren't doing as
good 3 job today as they did in the past, as evidenced by declining
scores on college entrance tests?

"When people make that criticism they overlook the differences
in todey's student, as compared with 25 or 30 years ago, ' he re-
sponds, ['Televizion was just beginning then, mass communication
was just beginning to explode. The youngsier that comes to school
today has had thousands of hours of televiewing that our kide back
then never had. He comes prepared todsy to read, to write, to
epell, to participate in a different way than he did then. We're com-
peting in the clazssroom with the television syndrome of acting--
vou've slmost got to make a production out of your teaching program
if you're going to keep the attention of the kids. Television solves
everything in 30 minutes. But you don't 'solve' education in 30
minutes. It takes 30 years--just to get started.

"What's happened is that people’s expectations of public educa-
tion have changed in the last 30 years--and those c¢xpectations are




unrealistic. People remember how it was 30 years ago, but there's
been a geomeiric explosion of knowladge since then--and it's zll
available. You can'i evaluste what's happening todey on the basiz of
whal it was like 30 years ago.

"For example, take the shibboleth of test scores--college en-
trance exams. We don't realize that college entrance examas 30
years ago were given Lo s very select proup of students. Evervone
didn’t aspire to go to college in those days--only about 25 or 30 per
cent of high school graduates, at the most, were "ecreamed off the
top! and given the test. The rest of the kids weren't tested. Today
we test almost everybody., Well, when you test 100 per cent of the
universe as compared with testing the top 30 per cent, your scores
are going 1o be watered down by that other T0 per cent; so naturally
the scores are going to be relatively lower. And we should remem-
ber that more kids are going off to college now than ever did before.

"The fact iz, on the whole, kids today read better, cipher better,
speak better than they ever have--although there's some evidence
that they don't write betier. Mt., Ddablo Unified School District a few
years ago took the wery same achievement test that was gil:,-'q"_ln to kids
in 1848 and gave it fo their students. They outscored the 1948 kids
by so many points it was ludicrous.

"I won't accept the indictment of public schools, people saying
that we're failing the student. In my opinion youngsters are learning
more and better today than Lthey ever have in the history of public
education.

And what of dizcipline in the classroom today, 63 compared
with days pone by ? And what sbout parent involvement ?

"Discipline iz much more difficult today., Teachers then were
respected and éxpecled to do anything necessary to maintain disci-
pline. Btudents were made to toe the line, and we didn't have much
trouble with them. They knew the teacher had the authority. The
parent expected the teacher to assume that authority. The teacher
dizsciplined the child at school and then, if the parents learned of it,
they re=-digciplined the child at home.
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"Thirty or 40 years ago parents looked up to the school with a
good desl of respect, There were fewer parents then who had any-
thing better than an elementary or high school educaiion themsaelves.
MNow we have many more parents with college educstions. The sci-
entific revolution has caused significant changes in the evaluation of
Jife and institutions. As a result of that, perents are more critical
and no longer look up to the school for anything. They demand of
the school a certain level of performance. I believe it's a good thing
for parenis to become involved in the education of their children, but
I think there's a trend developing todsy toward over-involvement,
interference. Teaching should be left to the teachers, who know how
to teach. Parents have a right to say to educators, 'This is the con-
tent we'd like to have tzught,’ but they need to leave the teachers
slone to do the job they were trained to do. i

What about the plethora of state and federal legislation that re-
gulates so much of the educational field today?

"We're over-legislated, and Ithink it's tragic, There's no
rhyme nor reason to what has gone on. Education is 2 function of the
state, that's true, but only up to the point of insuring ihat there 15 an
aducstional system providing minimal state support. I think educa-
tion pught to he determined at the local level, by the local board of
trustees, and the parents in the community, and the teachers work-
ing together. Of course, now with the passage of Proposition 13,
which shifts the main financial burden of the schools from the local
leve] to the state, I oxpect we'll gee a steady eroding of local control
and more znd more dictation from the state level as to how we should
run cur schools.’

What other changes have ceecurred in public education? Fickel
gives his opinion:

"I think that over the years society generzlly has begun to take
s dimmer view of public education as a process, holds it in lower
respect than it did years ago. I think that's dangerous because it
could result in the destruction of public education as we've known it.
It's ome of the bulwarks of democracy, and it should be held up as
such, and proiected and cherished as such.
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"Poople today don't look at the philosophical aspect of education
ag an institution. They're more interested in criticizing it, fearing
it down, letting everyone do their own thing. I think the 'do your
own thing' syndrome is one of the most disasterous ideas that's ever
hit education. The concept of inter-dependence we used to promote
years ago we don't spend much lime talking about today. It'= the dif-
ference that counts, it's not sameness that anyvbody wants sny more.,
But I think sameness hag a lot of value for us. As I've observed
kids over the years I've found that when youngsters are prouped to=
pether and have a chance in & group to depend on one apother that
they exhibit a greater satisfaction with school living thanl see now in
classrooms of 30 youngsters, all geing 30 different, unique ways.

"ot on the whole I think schools provide better education today than
they did when I started. I don't believe the school elimate is a5 com-
fortable today for teacher, for child, for parent, as it was some
yvears ago. | don't know that it's possible for it 1o be comlortable, as
chaotic as life ig, with the explosion of learning. With the massacre
in #aire onthe television tube right in front of us. Wiih the assasin-
ation of a president happening on the tube right in front of us. With
the instantaneous communication systems that we have today. It
keeps us in a state of emotional turmeil, more than we were in 40
vears ago, obviously.

"I think we've got a lot of maturing to do ag a society bafore we
get comfortable again. But [ believe people can solve that. They
heve in the past and they're going to continue to do it. The secret of
all this is cooperation. It's not pressure, it's not dictating, it's =
real commitment to cooperation.

And, on the eve of his retirement, Fickel sums up his feelings:
"I can only say I'm glad [ was in education. I's been a tremendous
experience. [ Lhink this profession provides an individug]l with the
greatest outlet for service than any profession you could find any-
where, I think this profession is greater than medicine, greater
than religion, greater than the law, by far. You have an opportunity
over a lifetime to be part of so many changes. You touch so many
lives,




APPENDIX A

PRESENT SCHOOLS OF SANTA CRIUIZ COUNTY
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As shown abowve, Santz Cruz County is divided into 10 school disg-
trictg-=or 11 or 12, depending on how you're counting. The Cabrillo
Community College District fakesinthe wheole county. Thoge digiricts
within the dotted line comprise the Samta Cruz City High School Is-
trici, i.e., students in the districts of Scotts Valley, Facific, Bonny
Doon, Live Oak, Soguel, Happy Valley, and Mountain, having no high
schools of their own, atiend high schools inthe Santa Cruz City District.

(Note: for geographical and administrative convenience, those
few students residing in a narrow northeastern strip of Santa Crusz
County, &5 shown in the map, attend school sdministered by the
Lakeside District of Santa Clara County. For the same reason of
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convenience, a small part of northern Monierey Cournty, containing
three elementary schools, falls within the administrational juris-
diction of the Pajaro Valley Unified School District. )

Four of the districts shown in the map--Facific, Bonny Doon,
Happy Valley, and Mountain--are 'multi-graded" districts; they are
sparsely populated, and each has only one small elementary school
within itz boundaries.

Educational facilifies within the county include 38 elementary
schools, nine intermediate schools, nine high schools, eight apecial
education facilities for the handicapped, the Csbrillo Collepe campus,
the campus of the University of California at Santa Cruz, and over
40 private gchools, Approximately 30, 475 public school students are
enrolled in kindergarten through the 12th grade. Cabrillo has an en-
rallment of about 9, 600,

These sre the schools operating today (1978) in Santa Cruz County:

PAJTARO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOQOL DISTRICT

Amesti Elementary Mar Vista Elementary
Aptos Junior High MacGuiddy Elementary
Aptos High Mintie White Elementary
Aromas Elementary Pajaroc Elementary
Bradley Elementary Radeliff Bilingual
Calabasas Elementary Renaissance High

F. A. Hall Junior High Rio Del Mar Elsementary
Freedom Elementary Holling Hills Junior High
Hall Elementary salsipuedes Elementary
. A, Hyde Elementary Valencia Elementary
Linscott Elementary Weatsonville High

SANTA CRUZ CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Bay View Elementary Branciforte Junior High
Erznciforte Elementary Misgsion Hill Junior High
De Laveaga Elementary Santa Cruz High

Gault Elementary sogquel High

Natursl Bridges Elementary Harbor High

Westlake Elementary Loma Prietz High
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SAN LORENZO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOQL DISTRICT
Houlder Creek Elementary San Lorenzo Valley Intermediate
Chiail Hollow Elementary San Lorenzo Valley High
san Lorenzo Valley Elementary

SOQUEL TUNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Capitola Elementary Santa Cruz Gardens Elementary
Capitola Intermediate soquel Elementary

LIVE OAK SCHOOL DISTRICT

Green Acres Elementary Live Oak Elementary
Del Mar Middle

SCOTTS VALLEY UNION DISTRICT

Brook Knoll Elementary Vine Hill Elementary
Scotts Valley Intermediste

THE MULTI-GRADED DISTRICTS (one elernentary school apiece)

Bonmy Doon Mountzin
Happy Valley Facific
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APPENDIX B
CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF

SANTA CRUTZ COUTNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The following list is an attermnpt to pive the reader an idea of the
chronology of public schools that have existed within the county's
gohool ayatem sincece ifs inceplion in the 18505 to the present (1878).

The main reference sources used were the school personnel
directories published by the County Office of Education every year
since 1888, Fortheyears prior to 1888 we had io rely onsecondary
sources, of which there are very few, and which sometimes did not
agree with each other. The problem is compounded by the fact that
many of the records prior to the turn of the century have been lost
or burned. Many were destroyed when Watsonville High School
burned down in 1901,

The personmel directories had some shortcomings ag reference
materials: the early ones fail to give the names of individual schools
that existed within the Santa Cruz snd Watsonville Districts——the two
digtricts that had more than one school within their boundaries; the
carly dircectories zlso do not give the locations of the schools, and
fail to note when a school was moved or rebuilt.

Another problem arises In establishing the exact date that a
particular school began., Sometimes many months, or even vears,
might pass between the establishment of a school distriet or the
passage of a school bond and the actusl opening of the school. Some-
times classes werc held inhomes or churches before the schoolhouse
was built, In general, the dates listed here represent the year in
which the school opencd ite doors--the year in which its name first
appeared in the directory.

The reader should keep &1l the foregoing in mind when reading

this list, realizing that, althoueh much effort went into insuring its
aoecuracy and completeness, there arce boundtobe 3 few errors init.
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DATE SCHOOL COMMENT

b R R Larkin Valley ......... LA hil of a mystery, Apparently established in 1873,
but does not appear in firstdirectory of 1888, Appears
in directory of 18901 (the year the second building was
erected!--but for one year only, disappearing in18903.
Then appears again in 1916 directory, and continues
until 1946, when it was annexed by Freedom, Did it
have another mame in earlier days?

1 AT e o e e Bl e e e e Guspended 1450, On Bear Creek Rd, (Nol the same
(possibly 1B797) as Brown's Valley. }

TRIZAS v T e veea Mewell Creel ... ... CAnother budlding constructed 1833, Ben Lomond
1884 hecame. ..., . EBen Lomond shaorbed into San Lorenzo Union in 1948,

LBTT v ovenneennssss Watsonville Grammear . .. 5. Lake and Sudden, Modernized in 12092, enlarged

after 1816, Some high school courses offered there
in 18805 hefore Watsonwille High was built.

Ehr R bl e b e el sr e rgrays O Ll el Ay Rebuilt 1212 on Green Valley Bd., and again in 1948
on Amesti Rd. in Watsonville, when il was annexed
to Freedom. Became part of Pajaro Unified District
in 1965, Still going strong.

LR e e SR AT NIt A N s S e e Third school built 1824, Ahsorbed Cave Gulch in
18929-28, Closed in LHE2,
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DATE BCHOOL COMMENT

Al e A i Oeean View . ,,.,.......Cloged in 184%, absorbed into new Bonny Doon
District.
1884 L. evscnnessn s Oakdale oo Firat? second? building built in 1896, Unionized
{possibly 1896) with Aptos in 1847,
LR S e S e oOlenwood .. ... b Burned down 18905; students attended class tempor-

arily in butcher shop and private home. New school
built in 1820, (Martin District carved out of Glen-
wood in 1805, ) Glenwood closed in 1951, Students
went to Scotts Valley.

1886 ,.,...........Loma Prieta...........{(Note: this is not the present Loma Prieta Contin-
uation High School in Santa Cruzs.) Disappears from
directories in 1801, Reappears in 1950 (same
school?) a8 joint district of Santa Cruz and Santa
Clara Counties, at which time it absorbed Summit,
Highland, Burrell, and Hester Crecok,

{Note: the next eight schocls are liated
in the county school directory for 1888--
the first directory published--but their
date of egtablishment is unclear. )

before 1888, , . ..... Aralancia s fi il «« Disappears from directory in 1931, New Valencia
{"resurrected" 1968) School, part of Pajare Valley Unified Distriet,
built 1968,
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APPENDIX C
HASIAM'S REPORT OF 1861

The following is a copy of part of a 5tate Depariment of Education publi-
cation of 1861, piving the repoxrt of ). JJ. Haslam, then serving as Santa Cruz
County Superintendent of Schools, on the staie of this county's four-year-old
public school systerm:

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY.
D. J. HASLAM.vivritssssremsssrvassssrisnsssn SUperintendent,

In complinngo with instroctions from your Department, T have to
roport aa Fallowe: E
Erbool Londs—Ninler of Sictecnth and Thivty-Sizih Sections Surceyed i
the County —1I hnve no record to rofor to in this matter.  All the Soctions
utveyed are claimed bndoer prants, The whols number in the county
will Lo aboot twenty or twonty.five. Some will be worth littls or noth-" .
ing, and others {thoso that il on timbered land} very valoable. 1

Keheol Fertiops Settled on before Survey.—Ton.

Sefont Seelivns soversd by Mevivan Gronts—Tren,

Frobable Nuwwber of Addivional School Sections fo which County swould Be
entitled §f United States Survey ters comploted — Twelve.

Sehool Bections Worthlag, by reoeon of fulling on Mousteisous, Momahy, or
Lhesert Dondr—TProbably five. :

dchool Sectfons wpon 1ehich teoste kar fesn or 15 being copmilied, and the
nafure and gelend of seeh easte,—One Seetion in Opk Grovo School THa-
Lriet, which was well timbored, has had the most of the pood timber
taken off it, which Las redncod the value of it full two thirds,

Number af Selioothouess i Cowety.—Seven.

LDescription of eack Schoolhouse— Peacndoro— Built of redwood ; two ;
rooms ; fwenty-gix feet long, fourteen feet wide, and nine feet from Soar ]
to eeiling,. The furniture belenging to this Selool in very crdinary. !
Tho avernge of dally sttendanse is twenty, which ia very good.

Henty Cruz, No, I—0F rodwood, with lorge wing: twvo TOOms; main
building fifty-four feet long, twenty-vight foet wide, nnd fourtesn feet
high ; wing twenty-six fest long, twenty foet wide, snd fourtesn foot
Ligh. This Schoolhonse is very well ventilated, and the furniture of
& very good kind. The average daily attendance ia Gifty-oight.

Buntn Croz, No. 2-—0f redwood ; ono room, twenty-four feet lomg,
twenty feot wide, and twelve feot high. The furniture fair, The avor-
age daily sttendunce, twenty. .

Soquel—0F rodwood ; thirty-three by tworty-two, snd twelve foat
Ligh; a good Bchool-bouse, well fornithed, nnd well veutilated, Tha
average daily nitendance, twonty-four and thirty-soven two-hnndrodtha,

dan Androw, (new Distriet)— Of redwood; sixteen fest by twenty
faet; len fort highy not very well furnished ; average daily attondancs,
tan.

Oule Grove—Ledwood ; sixtoen by twonty-two, and ten feot bigh, and

{ twenty by twenty, and ten feot Ligh. The forniture of this District is
: fair, and the Schoolhonea well ventilated. The nverape number in
: I:lrlif;r' attondanee, Uiirky-fivo,

Pujaro—This Tistrict ront the second wtory of o dwolling hoose for
holding their School; it is twenly.six foot long by twenty-foor wide,
ubout nine fuet high, Tha peopls of this District do not care to spend
any manay Lo build o Schoolliouse; they have just refused to bo tnxed
te build ono. No farniture belonging to the District. Average duily
abtendance, thirty-twa.

Artendwnee wt School. — Tho sttondance st School in all the Districks is

| very small, in proportion to the number of scholars enrclled, or thoso
: who draw money.  Somo Districts are vory large.. Santn Croz, No. 1, is
aighleen miles in longth and twelve wide, * If the population were more
e : 1
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condensed, tha mttendapoe would be much better; many find it impos-
gible to send, not being able to pay board bills for their Eﬁi]'ll‘ﬁﬂ-

{iraded Schools, —Santa Cruz, No. 1, is praded —the only ons in the
county where there is o sufieient number of scholars, The funds will
not admit of it. '

Age of Teaelers—From twenty-three to forty-soven.

Teacking—0Only two design to moke tenching o pernmnont profussion.
It does not pay very well in this county to teach Sthool, and thoe who
hawe followed no other oeenpation do not intend to continue teaching any
longer than they can help. If it paid as well asin largo cities, moat of
them prefor the profession. Tt

upacity of Teachers,— All the Teaclers employed this yoar giva Tull
entisliotion.

Experience in Tezching.—From three months to twelve yoars.

Eaminations, etc—Most of the Sohools have had several examinations,
Same of the scholurs are visited regolarly by parents and thoss taking
an interaat in Edueation.

Numbar of Months each School waee bept Open—Poscadero, eight montha;
Santn Cruz, Neo. 1, eight monthe; Sonts Croz, No. 2, seven months;
Soquel, ten monthe; Han Andres, (new INatriet,) three months; Oak
Grove, throe and Len monthe; Pajaro, sevon monthe anid filtesn davs,

Bemnrbs an fhe Finedes of the Sehools, — The County nnd State Fund
pay about one fourth of the expenscs of the Schools; in mosl of the Dis-
tricts tho Funi is reised by ratobills. In Bantn Croz Distriet, No. 1, the
Schools bave boon kept open by subscription those willing to aid tho
Schoolg, donate per month, and are regolarly waited on by thoe Trestaes
when pay-doy eomes,

Very fow people have any yery great propensity tgm}'lnf tuxes; but
genernl dislilee is evidencod by all to pay a poll tax. hy, T eannot de-
tormine, nnless it is, that tho mest of people cecapo poving it. Ioa
voting population in thie connty, of fourtecn hundrad, shout five hundred
are collectod, INow, T 1t were to bo applied dircut]_'%' to the County Sohool
Fund, I Lave no doubt but donble that number could bs-collected.

How Trusters FPerform their Dulics, — Generally very wellj somo com-
plnints, that two have to do all the work.

Tmprovements Needed, — A uniformity of text-books would be s great
henefit; nnd gil Schools should !J-En.lgra.rlqd, and sapplied with a library
ol upgm‘ulnﬂ; and gome plan should bo ndopted to eompel the attond-
ance of children who are idling their time around the streete, without
nccllpuhlnlt.

Number of Private or Tndependent Schools — Academies and Colloges in
Coungy.—One; sttendnnce, forty-thrae.

Arverage number af Pupils ta each.—Forty-three.

(Feneral Memierls ypeon Eiveetion, — e Digtrict haa been added Lo our
list this venr. ‘Tho number of children hetween four and vighteen yenrs
of nge hng increased two hundred and thirty-one. There is no roport of
gny deaf or dumb porson in this county. E‘ur number of Teachars has
incronsnd two diuring tho last yenr.

The total number of childrén in the county is coe thonsend three hun-
dred and twelve, and enrolled, three hundred and ninty-five, leaving
nonrly ome thousand that are not enrolled, or short of one in four; this
i aceounted for, 04 T stated bofore-—the extent of countey, nend of thoze
enrolled. The pverage doily attendunce is one hundred sml ninely-nica,
or abont one half; this certainly should bo remadied, if possible, but
certainly cannot be done until School-housag are mors NUMETOMS.
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APPENDIX D

STATE SCHOOL CENSUS OF 1873

The following pages are part of a school census published by the
Eiate Department of Education in 1873, which gives an idea of what
the statewide school population was like at that time:
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At Grant School in 1880 high buttoned shoes vied with bare feet in this early scene taken
on the front steps. Teacher is unknown; she wore a long white apron as protection from
chalk dust, probably. Not all the children are known, but among them ane Ruth Grant,
Kittie Pedemonte, Mollie Pedemonte, Alice Hauck, Thomas Thompson, Martha and
Alice Brown.
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